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Abstract

Drawing archaeological finds is one which stands out among the other means of
documentation and information transfer in archaeological science. A wide range of objects
is drawn during archeological activities. The present paper criticizes the translation of a
book on the drawing of archeological objects. The main book in the original language is
outdated, but it is a relatively reliable source. Considering that this book was regarded as
one of the most important sources of drawing even before translation, its translation into
Persian doubles its importance to Iranian archaeologists. The translated version of the book,
which is published in Iran, suffers from the literal translation, unfamiliar and unusual
equivalents, and low quality of the printed images, which play a major role in increasing
the readers’ understanding of the content of the book. It should be considered that
mastering the English language and having extended knowledge of the wide range of
objects and archaeological finds are necessary for the translation of sourcebooks.
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“Adjustable desks and chairs are made specially to minimize back strain” (31)
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“It follows, then, that even the finest archaeological drawing will only go so far

towards the reality of the object” (23).
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“Perhaps the most common ancient material for small objects, copper (and its alloys,

bronze, brass, etc.), tends to have a smooth, even surface” (31).
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“When stippling iron, the corroded surface can be indicated with broken lines and

patches of stipple based on the rough patches” (31).
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“If the surface of the particular object can be seen, the outline can be shaded

accordingly. If not, it may be necessary to leave the shape as an outline” (31).
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“An exception to the general rule of shading objects and tiles is the illustration of

medieval floor tiles” (39).
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“If the tiles are stamped or patterned, the design is drawn out in solid black, this

representing the letter or raised portions of the pattern” (39).
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“Wheel thrown sections are blacked in (Fig. 49¢)” (70).
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“The arcs produced by the blow are used by the illustrator to describe the shape of
the artifact (i.e. as a convention for shading) and to inform the archaeologist about the
manufacture of a piece, showing the point from where each facet was made and in what
sequence” (93).
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“It is important that the plan and profile views relate exactly so that any horizontal

line projected from a feature on the plan views will cross that same feature on the
profile” (101).
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