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Abstract

Numerous books have been written or translated on the “relationship between science and
religion” or “the relationship between science and theology.” One of these books is “The
Relevance of Natural Science to Theology” by William H. Austin. This book is one of the
few books that deals with the relationship between natural science and theology in a
specialized and detailed way. The book has been translated by Ali Haqqi as “Relation of
Natural Science to Theology”. The author sought to translate the content of the book into
Persian, but found the translation so vague, inaccurate, and erroneous that he preferred to
criticize the book’s translation in a critical-analytical way instead of criticizing the book’s
content. The translation of this book is not suitable for any textbook or even a research
source. Providing such translations with this volume of errors, for publication by the
esteemed translator, and for publication by the esteemed publisher without prior
professional judgment or at least without eliminating the apparent flaws should be seriously
taken into account.
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Painly the Metaphor of “Dimensions” needs to be Explicated if Two-Realms
Arguments based on it are to Succeed (Austin 1976: 10).
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Crucial to MacKay's Definition is the Notion of the Standpoint from which a
Statement is Made (Austin 1976: 10).
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Hence any Hypotheses which Sound as if they might be Descriptions of Realities
behind the Appearances are to be Taken Instrumentalistically, and Scientific Theories
cannot Possibly Conflict with Metaphysical or Theological Doctrines, which are Meant
to Describe Underlying Realities (Austin 1976: 16).
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In Chapter 5 we Consider two Closely Related Types of Argument which can
Iluminatingly be Regarded as Specifying Senses in which Scientific and Religious
Statements are Made from Mutually Exclusive Standpoints (Austin, 1976, p 11).
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Editorials and a Lively Correspondence Ensued in Science and other Journals

(Austin 1976: 1).
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We Understand that the California State Board of Education is Considering a

Requirement that Textbooks for use in the Public-Schools Give Parallel Treatment to the

Theory of Evolution and to Belief in Special Creation,... (Austin 1976: 1).
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Science can, more Plausibly than Religion, be Regarded as a Self-Contained
Enterprise with Sharply Delimited Scope and Purpose (Austin 1976: 3).
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To what Extent the Various Arguments to be Considered Succeed in Showing that
there is no need for Theologians to do so (Austin 1976: 4).
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there are Obvious Problems about Sub-Communities, People on the Fringes, the Role

of Organised Church Bodies, etc. (Austin 1976: 4).
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There was Considerable Fear among many Scientists (and Hope among some others)
that they would Carry the Day (Austin 1976: 1).
e ils Jeil V_Lc o 855, 0 s S (K5 slao > 5 Saiils s SSSlcs,
IARAGY O::MT) (sl )\.xfﬁb B
Q‘J‘ﬂ‘
Aoz 545 Js0,3 03 S dax (5SSl Lalew | there was) &l T -
Labal 5 ol 585 55 e (Gl gme b oS ool (2S5 5 390 0T Conn s

D30 JS% ((Q:O':?i;‘)g» Slxsas (there was)



WA 01 y0 oy b lewd quiunsy Jw o i/ pale clodoliys g aio colic] doli imngy YEY

ol Sl 3L 5 e 30 (lreas &S 1 (considerable fear) 3315 < bS5l 0o e
lzeds 45 |, (many scientists) s 5 J_<i.x_éj_k)'\ 503, S a5 0L
33 &A_C_m 4S Sl on, S a5 (el Col (Oldlls 5 (g b
Ls| (considerable fear) 4 |5 (gl &oyle > many) 3305 Glas b S (s
el 03 S Lae 03 b a0 S

«Qsﬁ)l.l_f);t» g c((r_l.& 4 Jlesh L«Jii: Slasj ) d sSSls ) slaslly gl
w355 o Sl e e 5 )l s ol e o Sl wsb 0 S s
A8 JelS 1 aer bl

el ol a5 3 40T Sl 5 el e 5 sl JISe 551 s Mo
s 5l S Dole b 5

03, Sade DAL 5 ) Slasas (carry the day) ~Slasl oo e &S pl Sagadan
O35 Masl g a5 Opds |, (A ATV KBS (s (Bl Cnd Caih gots
oo any LS5, 0 53 &) smiy sl Sl 5 gams dla G IG5 O
sl 03 S 08 S5 JSa 1y dlaz Slire 505 8 daz 5 (zdls Jlaesl

s aS il (el s &5 ) 8l ez Oladls 5l (ol 15315 oy Rar 5

195 & gel

We, the Members of the National Academy of Sciences,... (Austin 1976: 2).
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(rather Sweeping Ontological or Epistemological Premisses, in some Cases,

Premisses about the Nature and Purpose of Science or of Religion) (Austin 1976: 2).
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“Interpreting” the Doctrines Means Explaining their Relation to the Believers’
Experience (both the Experiences Characteristic of the Community, and those which its
Members have in Common with others) and to the Body of their Non-Religious
Knowledge and Beliefs (Austin 1976: 4).
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I am thus Denying the View, Expressed throughout A.D. White's History of the
Warfare of Science with Theology, that while Science is at War with Theology (which
Tries to Say what is the Case and therein Inevitably Encroaches on science's Territory),
there can be no Conflict of Science with Religion (which Consists in the Effort to Live a
Certain kind of Life) (Austin 1976: 5).
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WHEREAS we Understand that the California State Board of Education is
Considering a Requirement that Textbooks for use in the Public-Schools Give Parallel
Treatment to the Theory of Evolution and to Belief in Special Creation,... (Austin 1976: 1).
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We, the Members of the National Academy of Sciences, Assembled at the Autumn
1972 Meeting, Urge that Text- Books of the Sciences, Utilized in the Public Schools of
the Nation, be Limited to the Exposition of Scientific Matter (Austin 1976: 2).
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but a Scientist Wishing to Take Account of Theology would Immediately be
Faced with the Question which Theology: Catholic, Mahayana Buddhist, or what?
(Austin 1976: 3).
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The thesis Advanced in the third ‘whereas' Clause, i.e. that 'Religion and Science are
... Mutually Exclusive Realms of Human Thought," is the Claim i wish to Examine in
this Book. | Take the Claim to be, not Merely that the two Realms of Thought are
Distinct, but that they have no Bearing on each other. This Claim is now Widely
Accepted among Scientists, and Perhaps still more widely among Theologians and
Philosophers, and forms the basis for what has been Called 'the Uneasy Truce between
Science and Theology'. Uneasy though it may be, the Truce is for the most part
Welcome on both sides. Perhaps because it is so Welcome, there has been (to my
Knowledge) no Careful, Sustained, Comprehensive Examination of its basis, i.e. of the
Grounds for Holding that Science and Theology are in Principle mutually Irrelevant.

This Book is Intended as a Contribution to such an Examination (Austin 1976: 2).
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Austin, William Harvey (1976), The Relevance of Natural Science to Theology, John Hick
(General eds.), London and Basingstoke: The MacMlillan Press LTD.



