Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences,
Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 6, Summer 2021, 23-45

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2021.34426.2101

Democracy and Social Movements:
A Critical Review on the Book
Can Democracy Be Saved?
Participation, Deliberation and Social Movements

Behnam Joodi’

Mohammad Yeganeh**

Abstract

This article reviews the book Can Democracy Be Saved? Participation, Deliberation and
Social Movements Written by Donatella Della Porta. Della Porta’s main question in this
book is, "Can democracy be saved?” And his response is to “going beyond its liberal
model, broadening reflection on participation and deliberation inside and outside
institutions" through social movements. Della Porta's book is two books in one. The first
part of the book deals with the normative discussion of the evolution of the concept of
democracy from liberal to deliberative in the last two centuries. The second part is the
practice of democracy by social movements in the contemporary world in light of the
evolution of the Internet and social networks, which seeks to move from representative
democracy to direct democracy. This book is a discussion of the New Left and radical
democracy, which seeks to transition from representative democracy to deliberative
democracy through social movements. Contemporary social movements, according to
Della Porta, are no longer labor movements, unlike in the past, but include a wide range of
people and have a high capacity for mobilization using new communication media.
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“The focus on inequality in power between the different actors who intervene in

the mass media has been useful in counterbalancing some naive assumption of the

(then-dominant) gatekeeper organizational model”.
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“The growing tendency of national governments to justify unpopular decisions such as
budget cuts as following from restrictions imposed by the process of European integration
has increased the critical attention paid to choices made by European institutions”.
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