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Abstract 

The book "Hope on the Threshold: An Anthropological Analysis of the Three 

Pilgrimages of Santiago de Compostela, Hajj and Arbaeen" by Mohammad Nasravi 

(1399) is one of the few works that tried to propose the idea of utopia and its related 

concepts and meanings, emphasizing the views of thinkers such as Weber, Foucault, 

and most of all, Ernst Bloch, and analyzed the three pilgrimages mentioned in the title 

of the book with anthropological studies, from a utopian point of view. The idea of 

utopia, as Bloch emphasizes, is based on the concept of Not-yet being, which seeks to 

contrast the realm of utopia "infinity" with the present "infinite" universe. Mr. Nasravi 

has investigated this concept with the meaning of the mentioned pilgrimages and in the 

analysis of Arbaeen, which is equivalent to Imam Masoom. In this article, with the 

comparative method, after presenting formal criticisms, in terms of content in the 

criticism of Bloch's idea, relying on the transcendent philosophy and its well-known 

principles such as the authenticity of existence, gradation of existence, and substantial 

movement, we deal with the idea that the infinite realm is not against reality and 
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existence, but it’s the same. In conclusion, the risks of the monopoly of existence to the 

sensory-empirical realm for considering pilgrimage as a utopian state are pointed out, 

which leads to the neglect of its many aspects, including morality, cognition and 

knowledge, sharing existence and reality, regularity, and so on. 

Keywords: Pilgrimage, Utopia, Ernst Bloch, Transcendent philosophy, Substantive 

Movement. 
 

Extended Abstract 

The book "Hope on the Threshold: An Anthropological Analysis of the Three 

Pilgrimages of Santiago de Compostela, Hajj and Arbaeen" by Mohammad Nasravi 

(2019), is one of the few works that tried to outline the idea of utopia and its related 

concepts and meanings, emphasizing the opinions of people such as Weber, Foucault 

and Ernst Bloch, and analyzed the three pilgrimages with an anthropological study, with 

a utopian view. Ernst Bloch's utopian theory is known for two concepts namely 

dreaming and hope. According to Bloch, utopia is divided into two categories: real and 

abstract. Abstract utopias are separated from the real world, but the real utopia is 

connected to reality and the physical world. The real utopia depends on understanding 

the reality that is currently understood and related to society and social movements. The 

utopian idea, as emphasized by Ernst Bloch, is based on the concept of Not-yet being, 

which tries to contrast the "infinite" realm of utopia with the present "finite" existence. 

Nasravi has made this concept about the aforementioned pilgrimages and in his analysis 

of Arbaeen, he equated it to the immaculate Imam. Bloch considers religion to be full of 

utopianism and believes that the great and influential religions in the history of mankind 

have displayed absolute and complete hope; Therefore, hope is the common point of 

religion and utopia. Hope drives the thought of escaping to an alternative situation to the 

current situation. In this way, religion can be considered a source of utopian 

phenomena. This is why the idea of utopia first originated from religious ideas. Nasravi 

explains the pilgrimage as a religious phenomenon with the concept of utopia through 

the link between religion and utopia that he formulated with an emphasis on Bloch. 

Emphasizing Bloch, he defines utopia as a place or space in the form of utopia as a 

human being and connects it with hope. This sense of utopia tied to hope brings the 

discussion closer to Weber's charisma, since both the utopian person and charisma are 

formed in a space outside everyday life. Charismatic authority is formed outside the 

space of routine and the scope of daily life. Therefore, according to Nasravi, the 

atmosphere of pilgrimage is utopian, hopeful, and similar to Weber's charisma. Nasravi 
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connects these common meanings with the concept of the immaculate Imam in the 

Shiite view. The concept of Imam as a charismatic, utopian, and hopeful figure has 

played an undeniable role among Shiites throughout history. The imam's utopian person 

is the creator of a utopian state that is present in the pilgrimage as a charismatic or 

utopian person. Therefore, Nasravi's main framework relies on the fact that the 

Immaculate Imam, in the form of a utopian person, in the utopian atmosphere of 

pilgrimage, creates spaces in the form of rites and rituals and actions that have utopian 

characteristics and, more precise, heterotopia, in contrast to the reality of everyday life. 

Nasravi calls these utopian spaces, borrowing from Michel Foucault, heterotopia. 

Heterotopia means a place or a space that mirrors the image of a fantasy and dreamlike 

utopia. These spaces are available in reality and represent abstract utopias. Nasravi has 

applied this theoretical framework in chapters 3 to 5 to Santiago de Compostela, Hajj, 

and Arba'in. In this article, with a comparative method, after presenting formal 

criticisms, in terms of content in the criticism of Bloch's idea, relying on the 

transcendent philosophy and its famous principles such as the originality of existence, 

the gradation of existence and substantial movement, we deal with the idea that the 

infinite realm, not in front of reality and existence, but it is the same thing. Relying on 

the foundations of transcendent philosophy, we have criticized the results of Nasravi's 

research in ten cases, and instead of his point of view, we have proposed a rival point of 

view. 1) travel as an escape or travel as a spiritual conduct, 2) charisma and deviation 

from life or pilgrimage and hope in life; 3) the normalization of charisma or the 

continuous presence of the immaculate Imam in Shiite life; 4) Imam's absence from 

existence or our absence from existence; 5) a Dissociated threshold or a world of 

continuous purgatory; 6) Dissociated timeless from time or subtle time continuous with 

opaque time; 7) Utopia free from ethics or moral utopia; 8) Conventional customs of 

heterotopia or extension of jurisprudence to everyday life and Hajj and pilgrimage; 9) 

Dissociation of fixed everyday identity from the dynamic identity of pilgrimage or 

dynamic natural (Fetri) identity and 10) the conventional world of this earth or the real 

world of the hereafter. In conclusion, it has been pointed out that the dangers of 

monopolizing existence to the sensory-experiential realm for considering pilgrimage as 

a utopian state leads to ignoring its many aspects, including being moral, cognitive and 

knowledge-giving, benefiting from existence and reality, regularity, and the like. 
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