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Abstract

Saei claims in his book that empirical evidence indicates the concentration of power
sources in Iran; therefore, he tries to explain the distribution of power concentration in
post-revolution governments. He claims that the concentration of power as a disability
is the combination of the social class conditions of the political elites and the experience
of powerful positions in the government bureaucracy by consciously refraining from
research records and using the combinational approach of variable-oriented and case-
oriented analysis. He conducts his research in a comparative manner and observes the
relationship of a set. There are many mistakes in the theoretical and methodological
parts of the book. The most important drawbacks of the book is the lack of attention to
the unique history and trends of Iran. He does not pay attention to the fact that the
circulation of elites is applicable in political systems that have not undergone radical,
revolutionary, and war-imposed turmoil and transformation, and it is not appropriate in
the case of Iran. Saei believes that the clerical stratum has a lot of power in the
government. Contrary to his opinion, the fact is that clerics have a small presence in
government cabinets. The thesis format of the book, spelling (typography),
composition, writing, appearance and shape problems, and inappropriate name of the

book are some of the book's disadvantages.
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Extended Abstract

The book "Post-Revolutionary Political Elites: A Class Analysis of Elite Turnover in
Iran” by Ali Saei was published by Tarbiat Modares University Press in 1400 in 300
copies and 317 pages. This book is part of the author's research entitled Sociological
Analysis of the Power Elite Turnover in Iran after the 1979 Revolution. This book is
written with a preface, five chapters, and a list of references. In the first chapter, titled
The Research Problem, the author states his problem raises the research question, and
discusses the necessity and objectives of the research. The second chapter, titled
Experimental and Theoretical Literature, formulates the theoretical framework of the
research. In the third chapter, the author shows his methodological framework. He
specifies the operational definition of concepts, units of observation, and analysis and
provides information about validity and reliability. The fourth chapter, titled
Experimental Analysis, forms the longest chapter of the book. In this chapter, the author
presents his findings about the thirteen government cabinets in Iran after the revolution,
and then, in the fifth chapter, he writes his conclusions and presents suggestions.

This book presents an analysis of elite turnover in the Islamic Republic of Iran that
ignores the unique trends and processes of Iran. This disregard for the uniqueness and
unique historical features, along with the preference and glorification of the historical-
comparative method in the form of a set-relationship analysis which has led to a
distorted description of the current political elite in Iran. This is the result of ignoring
two fundamental issues. On the one hand, the author does not pay attention to the fact
that elite turnover is applicable in stable and solid political systems that have not
undergone radical and revolutionary turbulence and transformation. In other words,
regimes emerging from revolutions are not suitable subjects for elite turnover for
various reasons; because revolutionaries who have achieved victory and seized power
cannot ignore the process and results of the revolution and free themselves from the
developments. Iran's political elite, who emerged from the heart of the revolution cannot
be the subject of revolution turnover. In addition to the revolution, the eight-year war
also left its mark and results on the Iranian elite and cannot be removed; therefore, the
basis of Sae’i’s work with these explanations is meaningless and irrelevant. On the
other hand, the time range of the research is not very well-founded, which makes the
research results not very reliable. The Bazargan interim government, which was

appointed by Imam Khomeini and could not last for four years and emerged in



71 Abstract

revolutionary conditions, was not much different from the Revolutionary Council
government and the Mahdavi Kani interim government, which the author did not
examine. These two governments were also appointed and emerged in revolutionary
conditions. It is not clear what the author’s criteria were for excluding these two
governments. It seems that the third and subsequent governments are more suitable for
examination, and the previous five governments are not eligible for examination for
various reasons. The most important drawbacks of this work is the lack of attention to
history and effective trends in contemporary Iranian history. Many theories have been
presented about the state of power in Iran, each of which rationalizes and conceptualizes
aspects of Iranian history and social reality. For example, the theory of dependent
development, the theory of modernization, and the theory of the conflict between the
state and the nation. It is not possible to examine and analyze the concentration and
distribution of power without paying attention to the concepts and theories arising from
this background. On this basis, the lack of attention to history and effective trends in
contemporary Iranian history is one of the fundamental disadvantages of Sae'i's book. In
addition, the most important concept and index of the author (concentration and
persistence) is in doubt. According to the author's definition of this index, the transfer of
an elite from one ministry to another implies persistence; now, if the duration of an elite
ministry in two ministries is less than that of an elite who has remained in one ministry
for four years; the first one's persistence is greater than the second one, which is
unreliable. The lack of presentation of competing theories and hypotheses in this study
is a result of measuring the author's conscious refusal to consider and pay attention to
competing theories and hypotheses. Conscious refusal means that the author has not
paid attention to previous research and has started his research from scratch. This bold
and controversial start by the author is not only not a good thing; it has also caused the

author to disregard previous works on Iran.
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