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Abstract

In contrast to contracts and agreements, unilateral acts have not received much attention
from scholars. Dr. Katouzian is among those who have examined and explored the
issues related to events in his book "Unilateral Act", which is divided into two sections:
general theory and specific act. The unique nature of this work emphasizes the
importance of precision. This study focuses on the general theory section of Dr.
Katouzian's book and attempts to describe and statistically analyze it using the content
analysis method and SPSS software. The book references Imami jurisprudence and
French law the most. In this section, 151 issues were examined, with 35.7% of them
aligning with the provisions of contracts and agreements. Additionally, over 41% of the
problems were found to be based on propositions, with the "definition of Unilateral Act"
and "possibility of comparing unilateral act with a contract" accounting for over 20% of
the issues. Instead of relying on the Quran and the Sunnah, analogies and induction
were used as sources, and the author's primary research and thinking method for these

issues was "intellectual necessity."
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Extended Abstract

Unlike contracts, iga (a unilateral legal act), as an independent legal act, is a significant
area that has received less attention compared to contracts and requires a more thorough
investigation. Professor Katozian's book, "Civil Law: Iga, General Theory — Specific
Iga", is a significant contribution to clarifying this concept and explaining its various
aspects, establishing him as a pioneer in this field. Despite the wide-ranging influence
of this renowned scholar, in-depth analyses of his work remain scarce, and only a
handful of his scholarly works have been further researched. This article aims to analyze
the "General Theory" section of this book to identify the theoretical foundations and the
extent to which the author was influenced by Figh (Islamic jurisprudence) and legal
sources. Given the inaccessibility of the author and the lack of comprehensive
explanations of this work by his students and followers, the use of content analysis and
SPSS software appears to be the best approach to achieve the research objectives.
Content analysis, as a research technique, allows for a more precise analysis of the
concepts, assumptions, and propositions presented in the text. It enables the researcher
to identify key findings and patterns in the data. Based on this method, a table of
references used in the book was initially prepared, followed by another table of issues
examined by the author. The book's references were then categorized into nine different
areas of expertise. The table of issues was coded and classified based on comparisons of
their rulings with similar contract-related issues, the similarity or dissimilarity of the
author's conclusions with Iranian statutory laws, and the type of reasoning and method
of deduction used by the author to prove propositions. Coding the issues also
significantly aided in discovering the network relationships between propositions based
on the author's fundamental and derivative propositions. This methodology not only
provides quantitative results regarding the differences and similarities between iga and
contracts but also contributes to qualitative analysis, allowing for a deeper
understanding of the concepts and principles governing iga. Using this approach, the
research is able to identify and critique the strengths and weaknesses of the theories
presented on iga. In his book, Professor Katozian analyzes 151 issues related to iqga. Of
these, 35.7% have rulings similar to their counterparts in contracts, highlighting the
similarities between these two legal institutions. Furthermore, in over 41% of the issues,
the author attempts to substantiate his intended ruling based on another proposition,
which we can refer to as derivative and fundamental propositions. The author's
preferred rulings on the "definition of iga" and "the possibility of analogizing iga with

contracts", influencing over 20% of the issues, constitute the most impactful basis of his
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argument in this book. This research also examines the sources cited by Professor
Katozian. The findings indicate that Shi'a Figh and French law are the primary sources
referenced. However, the author relies more on deductive and inductive methods in his
analysis, using rational inferences instead of relying on divinely revealed sources such
as the Quran and Sunnah. This raises questions about the accuracy and
comprehensiveness of the Figh-based analyses. Therefore, it can be argued that the
author's research method is primarily based on "rational implication. "This article also
critiques certain weaknesses in the work. Although Professor Katozian outlines 13
general principles for iga, some principles remain absent. Furthermore, the presence of
unproven propositions and unsubstantiated claims in some instances suggests a need for
further research in this area. Concluding arguments with legal opinions creates another
tension, highlighting the need for greater precision in Figh and legal analyses. The
author's main theory for deducing the legal rules of iga can be considered the possibility
of analogizing iqa with contracts. This proposition directly influences 16 other
propositions and, as one of the author's central tenets in understanding iga, holds
significant importance. Professor Katozian provides justifications for this theory by
referencing the unity of rationale between contracts and iga and, in some cases, by

citing explicitly stated reasons.
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