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Abstract

Fichte's Die Bestimmung des Menschen was published during a pivotal moment in his
intellectual life and sparked significant challenges within the philosophical culture of
Germany. Shortly before this, Fichte had written a book titled Die Bestimmung des
Gelehrten, indicating the historical context of an important literary genre in the late 18th
and early 19th century in Germany, characterized by the active participation of
prominent philosophers and thinkers. In this article, we first aim to explore this
historical context to ascertain the tradition within which Fichte's work was written.
Subsequently, we will critically evaluate both the English translations and, specifically,
the sole Persian translation of this book from various perspectives, assessing their
quality and examining their relationship with the genre of the vocational. Our findings
indicate that Fichte's work is directly connected to the tradition through two currents:
Popularphilosophie and the atheism debate. Furthermore, it becomes evident that most
translations, both in English and Persian, have sacrificed the academic aspect of Fichte's
book for its popular appeal. Thus, while they relate to the tradition of the vocational
genre without necessarily referencing it explicitly, they do not adequately reflect its
academic value.
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Extended Abstract

Philosophers' books are sometimes unique in their content and structure, expressed in
forms that are specific to the author, while at other times, they align with literary styles
or genres that were prevalent during their time. The German philosophical culture in the
second half of the 18th century and the early 19th century produced numerous treatises,
chapters, and lectures combining the term Die Bestimmung with other words such as
Menschen (human) or Gelehrter (scholar). The high number of these works and the
diversity of their authors indicate that this should be considered an important
philosophical genre of that period. In this article, we recognize this philosophical genre
as the tradition of the vocational genre and demonstrate how it began with Spalding, an
enlightened German philosopher and theologian, engaging prominent figures such as
Kant, Mendelssohn, Schleiermacher, and Fichte. Fichte wrote two significant works
within the tradition: Die Bestimmung des Menschen, which we translate as The
Determination of Man, and Die Bestimmung des Gelehrten, both published during
crucial periods in Fichte's intellectual life. In Iran, although Fichte's name has been
mentioned since the early acquaintance with modern philosophy, it is only in the last
decade that some of his writings have been translated into Persian. Fortunately, both of
Fichte's vocational books have now been translated into Persian: one by Ismail Saadat
and the other by Ali Fardousi. The book reflects the most important conceptual
components of the tradition while simultaneously incorporating enlightenment and
romantic elements. This seemingly incompatible combination is a characteristic of
Fichte's thought as a whole. The book contains numerous inspiring and epic phrases that

call upon individuals to engage in "understanding," "liberating imitation," "critique,"
and especially "self-critique." Notably, all these concepts are abundantly found in most
books sharing a similar title. These themes are also related to the purpose of vocational
books, which aim to design a form of popular philosophy (Popularphilosophie). In fact,
behind the thoughts of writers like Fichte—who had a close relationship with the
tradition of the vocational genre—lies the belief in a national or even global awakening
towards philosophy and high culture. Fichte specifically perceives history as a path
toward achieving ultimate unity among all humans. In this regard, he does not compare
a fragment or period of a specific nation or ethnic group's culture and civilization with
similar examples from past eras—such as ancient Greece—but rather focuses on the
generalization and expansion of culture in modern times, viewing it as a significant
achievement for realizing a unified cultural body. This perspective makes Fichte's Die

Bestimmung des Menschen appealing to thinkers from other societies, leading to its
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translation into English, French, Arabic, and recently Persian multiple times throughout
the 19th century and beyond. In this article, after examining Fichte's Die Bestimmung
des Menschen concerning the tradition of vocational writing in our first step, we
conduct a critical analysis of its English and Persian translations and compare them with
the original German text. Understanding the intellectual discourse and style of
translators is paramount at this stage. Here, we find that these translators predominantly
belong to enlightenment mission-driven currents that align interestingly with Fichte's
vocational context; however, unfortunately, they do not reference the tradition or genre
of vocational writings in Germany so that readers can appreciate the historical
background behind this book. To achieve this goal, we analyze both translation quality
through comparisons with the original German text and explore the intellectual and
cultural currents influencing these translations because Fichte's work has a close
connection with the social and political culture of its time. Our findings indicate that
first, Fichte's book is influenced by Spalding’s original model and belongs to a similar
writing style; second, it reflects broader currents within public philosophy in 18th-19th
century Germany and specific debates surrounding rationalism and atheism or what is
known as Spinozism crisis; third, the continuous translation flow of Fichte’s work into
English shows progressive quality variations that are not uniform, while the Persian
translation based on one of these is acceptable but insufficiently reflects scholarly
standards because it neglects precisely those aspects that are crucial for academic use.
The translator has overlooked these elements in Fichte’s text while justifying this
neglect with evidence from within the text that appears unjustified for the reasons we

have outlined.

Bibliography

Adler, Hans (1994), “Die Bestimmung des Menschen. Spaldings Schrift als Ausgangspunkt einer
offenen Anthropologie”, in: Das achtzehnte Jahrhundert. Mitteilungen der Deutschen Gesellschaft
fiir die Erforschung des achtzehnten Jahrhunderts, vol. 18, no. 2.

Beiser, Frederick C. (2011), “Mendelssohn Versus Herder on the Human Vocation”, in: Moses Mendelsohn’s
Metaphysics and Aesthetics, Studies in German Idealism, Reiner Munk (ed.), Berlin: Springer.

Binkelmann, Christoph and Nele Schneidereit (eds.) (2015), Denken fiirs Volk? Popularphilosophie vor
und nach Kant, Wiirzburg: Konigshausen and Neumann.

Brandt, Reinhard (2007), Die Bestimmung des Menschen bei Kant, Hamburg: Meiner Verlag.

Breazeale, Daniel (2013), “The Checkered Reception of Fichte’s Vocation of Man”, in: Daniel
Breazeale and Tom Rockmore (eds.), Fichte’s Vocation of Man. New Interpretive and Critical

Essays, Albany: State University of New York Press.



Abstract 210

Giuseppe, D’Alessandro (1999), “Die Wiederkehr eines Leitworts: ‘Die Bestimmung des Menschen’
als theologische, anthropologische und geschichtsphilosophische Frage der deutschen
Spétaufklidrung”, in: Die Bestimmung des Menschen, Norbert Hinske (ed.), Hamburg: Felix Meiner.

Estes, Yolanda and Curtis Bowman (trans.) (2010), J. G. Fichte and the Atheism Dispute (1798-1800),
Burlington: Ashgate.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1396), Magsoode Ensaan, trans. Ali Ferdowsi, Tehran: Dibayeh. [in Persian]

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1395), Goftaarhaaei Darbaareye Resaalate Daaneshmand, trans. Esma’eel
Sa’aadat, Tehran: Farhange Javid. [in Persian]

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1964), Gesamtausgabe der Bayerischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, ed. Erich
Fuchs, Reinhard Lauth, and Hans Gliwitzky, Stuttgart-Bad Cannstatt: Frommann-Holzboog, ff.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1846), The Destination of Man, trans. Mrs. Percy Sinnett, London: John Chapman.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1848), The Vocation of Man, trans. William Smith, London: John Chapman;
2nd., substantially rev. ed. in Johann Gottlieb Fichte’s Popular Works (London: Triibner, 1873).

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1956), The Vocation of Man, with an Introduction by E. Ritchie [LaSalle, IL:
Open Court,]; 3rd. rev. ed. in The Popular Works of Johann Gottlieb Fichte (London: Triibner,
1889), (Further rev. and with an Introduction by Roderick Chisholm, Indianapolis: Library of
Liberal Arts/ Bobbs-Merrill.

Fichte, Johann Gottlibe (1987), The Vocation of Man, trans. Peter Preuss, Indianapolis: Hackett.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1996), “Reclamation of the Freedom of Thought from the Princes of Europe,
who Have Hitherto Suppressed It”, in: What Is Enlightenment?; Eighteenth-Century Answers and
Twentieth-Century Questions, James Schmidt (ed.), Berkeley: University of California Press.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1965), Sdmtliche Werke, First Publication, in 6 Volumes, between 1845 to
1846, Berlin

Fuchs, Erich, Carla de Pascale Marco Ivaldo, and Guinter Zoller (eds.) (2005), Fichte und die
Aufklirung, Hildesheim: Olms.

Gordon, Alexander (1898), Dictionary of National Biography, Sidney Lee (ed.), vol. 53, Londen: Elder
Smith & co.

Hegel, George Wilhelm Friedrich (1986), Hegel Scheriften, Werke 2, Jenaer Scheriften, Suhrkamp,
Frankfurt Am Mein.

Heinz, Marion (1992), “Die Bestimmung des Menschen: Herder contra Mendelssohn”, in: Philosophie
der Endlichkeit, Beate Niemeyer and Dirk Schiitze (eds.), Wiirzburg: Konigshausen & Neumann.

Hellmuth, Eckhart (2002), “Enlightenment and Freedom of the Press: The Debate in the Berlin
Mittwochsgesellschaft, 1783-1784”, History, vol. 83, no. 271, 420-444

Hinske, Norbert (1999), “Introduction”, in: Die Bestimmung des Menschen, Hamburg: Meiner.

Jacobi, Friedrich Heinrich (1789), Uber die Lehre des Spinoza in Briefen an den Herrn Moses
Mendelssohn, Breslau: Lowe.

Jannidis, Fotis (2002), “Die Bestimmung des Menschen: Kultursemiotische Beschreibung einer
sprachlichen Formel”, Aufkldrung, vol. 14, 75-95.



211 Abstract

Jurewicz, Grazyna (2018), Moses Mendelssohn iiber die Bestimmung des Menschen: eine deutsch-
Jlidische Begriffsgeschichte, Hannover: Wehrhahn.

Lorenz, Stefan (1994), “Skeptizismus und natiirliche Religion. Thomas Abbt und Moses Mendelssohn
in ihrer Debatte {iber Johann Joachim Spaldings Bestimmung des Menschen”, Moses Mendelssohn
und die Kreise seiner Wirksamkeit, Wolfenbiitteler Studien zur Aufkldrung, vol. 19, Michael
Albrecht, Eva J. Engel, and Norbert Hinske (eds.), Tiibingen: Max Niemeyer.

Pascal, David (2014), “Schicksal/ Verhdngnis/ Bestimmung”, Dictionary of Untranslatables; A
Philosophical Lexicon, Barbara Cassin (ed.), Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Printy, Michael (2013), “The Determination of Man: Johann Joachim Spalding and the Protestant
Enlightenment”, Journal of the History of Ideas, vol. 74, no. 2, April (Article), University of

Pennsylvania Press.

Raatz, Georg (2014), Aufkldrung als Selbstdeutung: Eine genetisch-systematische Rekonstruktion von
Johann Joachim Spaldings ‘Bestimmung des Menschen’ (1748), Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck.

Spalding, Johann Joachim (1776), Die Bestimmung des Menschen, 9th Edition, Schaffhausen:
Altdorfer.






Fonp s 5 Gl p gle s&tn g (il pale (glodelip 5 Opio o3l Dol yin s
VO 5l OF Sl YF Jle (s D) ade Gl fuab

Sl (omigidaliomad Ciw by bl 2
O w38 g ol S y13,5 51 (DT o1l s oy

" ot

sesfe wﬂ‘ l ]

S

S el Slaa 5 > die Bestimmung des Menchen o Ol go b carid u""’/’Q:"j oS
ﬁ.;;;@\owiw@;pwduﬁg}mwwéﬁjxj
Olj_i.(:;ﬂj()uj_.—.l:édvkﬁj)_; sl Ji\j\)v.m.)o.m s QLJTﬁWL;)l:J}} RS
b Feols Sl ol e i S e il el s Lo lasls Jlad g OF 3 age
flj))CM\:J-WM&@A};f}UE)JWQl}SASJ}MUWLr:.SJZ.A)J“i
OSUS Sl 31 ol il )b dar 5 Lgl o390 5 oSl Slater 5 iy
M;}lﬁﬁjéJﬁk}‘wgwéMéw&uual{.ml{)JMU&‘wpb
MVAJQMMKJ Mtwﬂ‘ww‘)ﬁ r‘jl.u))d)jbb‘.l?ﬂfwu)@j«q&
4;.':.3_13;.A:S;ﬁ:a;lﬂa}_}‘w)l.é):QJWKJ\);@‘LAWJSHJL&AS;;JLSAJJ:})
13 o sl s S b e i ST 5l s Lles S 0 s ges 4y L3 1,
iz OF ST ) s b3 el axils OF 4 olal Loy a0l

Ljd)A& M cc,jl.w) ‘L;"J/’u:‘&r cQLwJ‘ .)).«210 44.0{;& :lbb)"‘g.x:,ls

m_sefidkhosh@sbu.ac.ir
tahmasebi.mhd.65@gmail.com (Ol 4l (i 4 fjl'p Ay o el NEICEHINPENE G555 Gymetils wx

\AOAVAYVARS g);'ji‘)‘i G)U AR VAIAR ¢ C,.Sti)é G)U

G0



VEOY Sl F 65l VY Ol o il pale (slosoliy 5 &igta (530S dali a0y YNY

Aoddo .Y

bl &8 Il s ccd ol LT )b axid SBT 0 8 5 &S ol and G 50 s
Glaslis s 5l SO el aadS s SOl ST B s i b O
Ao Lo 5 VY90 Lo 3 oS Die Bestimmung des Menschen plia Sl (6 3 42d 805 oo )6
22 L Sl i el s i S R 5 R e el Ol b s
5 Gl b bty andl 5 SO OL5 & ams i 3 e 5 Sl 035 e VA L
ioils Sl Py anid 3 (6 K03 Hlid g (DS pl US55 ol o3 6ls S 2
Hl—al ol aS el ez 5 )b ag (Dol foladl ($ 53 (o Loy
ol Caeal 3l sl i WAY Jl s folys 5 Sl Die Bestimmung des Gelehrten
o=l o LSS L 1y antd s ey 5 Olow/ g Sl Ay 3 K8 &S o (et S
slal3 (positive religion) 555 cps b3l Osde Ob o 31 pise 1 OF 503 S s LS
S ekl 8 b 4 WP s axiid OUS a5 plL (Hegel 1986: 287) ol o3 S
45 0dy3b LS ol Cmal 55 1S 3l A la s 3 ol Sl S
LIl 3 g asli s i 3 )bys ool 0L 5 s & ol p0a sl el o
S e s daslor 4S5 S )5l Ol 5o SinleS 5 48 S0 S g0 @355 5 ebdoes Sl
5 o) 2l OIS 93 s Ol e i oSl S sl el i ]
33 ol G Al Sl s o G S o el Sl L0 le 1S
ol ol L L i e S al oS ol cl alie s Lo G les ;S5 S
O oSl 5 ) (slotor 5 aalllae o 5 LT o st g ss I P
LS sl

R b ol 43 Aol pni S lndgs WS 0 .Y
i S 0SS sladlss 53 Soslen b Ol S L VLG b S iy
B 3 alasli g e pemme LT 3 o5 s bl 53 padma S 53 el Sien
Die Bestimmung des Liss Laol oS aS 45 e dllis 5 OUS 51 2w b dloy b oS
i $ B8 pl el oS o8 3 4zl g ol OT pb e 25 b 35 Menschien
cladle o Ll sl ebos nl b aS ol plaslid 5 CoaS s o 0L Syns
Ol 5l aS ol Sl 5 ol skl OIS VY Olgie 3 555 0e S 5 s A0 L IVEe



L Ll cnl Sl 3 05 e SLS md o s Lledd e \VAD I s LS YO W
WQ_@L)JJJ\)JWw\Mﬁ‘W\JMJAOJwa‘JJ&ﬁLLA)W‘)LPI
3 S 3 Ve B a5 LolS wesame ol ol w3 S ISE 200l
)‘jJj_sA_Z'AJ_(TJL.ZQl_a.ﬂjaVAMZMJ)&UM\}&)MJ\QM)J%.W
@Y.Jﬁc.lﬁ;)|.l.:v\i V-AJ?LA;M)JAS);& L}S/J"‘il"“ Lf;f")‘)‘w;))d#&w]g)j’p
305 Al 55 iy a3 a0y 5 OB ey 537558 8 Ll ol o b
La0l G a5 p3 0 s 5 S pnd OLeosl (6 8 0o plondl o 5 05 013
CiS Ol oo 5 0l SEipigy 5 sala s i 3 aelpes (ool 8 &5 Al 3
Bl 253 s OLJT 55 il i bl 5 S a5 il K8 (6l S el
MJMV.AJJ}ZMMWW)VAM

Ladal o s ot gas S LT S 5l baasliypns 2,50 a8 el ol s o 05581
QA KoLl ol Olasy el Sl g5 aaiS S5l ki g
el pU L aS s o (6,8 phs i bl Al o (slael 51 S UL
Sy v.,\f.ou ezl S bacd e el 5 g 39 me (Mittwochsgesellschaft) aacs jle
&;b}jwl}&ﬁéj\gdﬁoﬁl}ﬁdum)ﬁ45:;.3&\)5-6:\)]&.)@.)&\
0333 ol ol G gl g anl K3 bl Sass e 5o axdl 0T Wil 5 Gy
oo Lol 6k sl il 8 1 5035 ail ol e (L Sy ooty (O pedlie g i
J:}’UC,\)J Sl Laol slac il gl s (urewicz 2018) il RIS 3L ]:SU
)|J_§>j_>‘-4_>.-j5ijljﬁ\)dwéﬁ.au,i,wﬁdﬁ\}a:ﬁéﬂmgb)\jduuﬁx\
At 3 g g a em wilins 5 o 5 gle3Ts g ol 1 S Ol e 6,8 oS 3l e
D3 A sty ey S O L B 3 | ool S o8 5 A
wfchw‘))v_ﬁjf@cﬁ.«)bﬁj“&@ﬂj&%éh@g})éw
(Hellmuth 2002: 420) 3,51 L 1, (g3L 3 (glaes 51 5

Betrachtung Uber die Bestimmung des ¢u L1y e oS WA JL s &b_.ﬂl.f..i\

53 il b sy e Gt 5 S SIS e b 5 35 it Menchen



VEOY Sl F 65l VY Ol ol pale sladoliy 5 Ogio 50 dali 200y VNS

Sl WAY 53) S5k oLl 51 e Jle sl 53 Lol 5 basl S ol Ol
5 er 5 Gl b 0L & odame Slaclr U3 5 s Y 0L a5 (A8 e OF el
355w Ll el 531y (oL OB UGl oS ol ol SasOLis cpl 5 S e
o atile Qo ege SVsbe BASUSL DS (nl (G gende Blday el 03 S
(Raatz 2014) > 5 43 S aiu; O] (6 6 (gl o S oy b s 5SS
L3t 858l i 0l b 559 sSahadan ol ObS res Suallsl Obs
Gloddart bt (slapl b padtoes s Ol 3 (50l 5 858 ol (Adler 1994) 35 0. 5l

O] e s (Isaak Iselin) 51 13l «(August Wilhelm Rehberg) S 5 V.@,LJ o S|
sl 03 45 o; O(Thomas Abbt)

S39LUIA AiBlo g ogos dbwdd tdiind ol pas (ol .Y

s Sl olS i o 5o La..%: soSde old g Caw Alsl s A:ﬁic.éda.a/’d:,dgts
e 5 Cote a5 S A (M VA & G153 s o) Bl 4 eades
Ly S 35 (gt 0Ll (gl s Bl 3 oS0 058 05 Ll 35 40 oS (g30me
Gl ool S el e 5051580y e Sl shes LS ey IS 2355 b 3
Ll ol (6 S Srmins 5550 05 54 5 (S S Sramia) (B (65lala ) dOdagd) dcslox
g e edss 5y s S ol pbes GOLS Sty 3 ealie ool plas L
e b ey b e aali s LS Gl Ly an)l el s
ozl (o 508 handd) Q8 Ny 5 83 g 5o «@8\55% Zusl Las s «(Popularphilosophie)
el Jlo Sen b 5 ahls b guns Sler e e it Ll oS il ol b

iy Konen oSG 1 5 el das 0258 Sl (S 0 o8 el Lo 55 oo
P L N I P P P W W PP PR EO WY
5ol e S sl an 0LS o 0T 18 b sy S 3 [5] 4 SLalS
GloSam 5550 s n Soss 4 534S Ao 5 0l 5l il Sy o

(Fichte 1965: 272) 5L 15, (5 i obdl Ols 3 5 i (SAS1 5 03 2.8

St ol 93 5 i LOL 2l e (SIS & Gglans | e Ol o ax



j.ﬁ)‘)Q—j.livb.-Q‘))JJJ@}JJJJ}&QQ@WQ&l{cﬁ&wuﬂ‘i)mb
M‘%szlg.w@:\wﬁfbbgL;bddlﬁf)ﬁébjb:boi
6\ﬂb}:ﬂo|w|wi>@4§l{‘wdambM@ﬁﬁﬁ&jg@b—kfoja&
s SOS L 1) 4l (gla s siaslipend Lli &S Sl ol L 300 5 5e Sler 5 >
MKJ&)J&}.‘)QJJJQ—;MQ”L“‘j}HW&)f‘JML’AS“J)J“‘LS)‘)L'
JAJEJA}}?@\J\%—JA‘ajbdjhaj}:gﬁbﬂm@jww.:;w&a‘xﬁ&
o ai Sos ege Skt i el ) el SKialas g sl e i
i s a3l AN e S Ly b e Sald oy e Rids i pan 13 Vene
= SJL}J/"J_J«J_..Z:;» YAYQ s j_<:.> 5L s WAY Ul s oS ((Bestimmung des Gelehrten)
NACA 5 (Reden an die Deutsche Nation) u‘[‘“'//’ <o b u;[@.-.w 5 JAZ s (Religionslehre)
Gosbls aBle 4 S US Jame 5 atd g oo L2 o Olyss Ol 3 ege K0
e Cnd 35 5 g LI L i 5 Sod R0l S o 2 45 Ld g O pd i
Jy).x_wééljfowct?.muﬁ@wwu@mj@ju»gu@xlw\
CiS S By 5 5 Ul bS5 el By 53 S e 5 plgl &S S
J—Jo&b‘)w)ru)‘j‘b}w}ﬁghd‘}hﬂvﬁw@mwswﬂbr@\
A3 S a5 o OIS w g et Sl Sl G ann b Olble abs jsba 5 el
S 3 ol IS gosls s sl Sl 5SS la iSTs andl OUS &) s 5 O ganias
L@ﬂd}\lﬁg&\éw@udﬁgChz@ﬁﬁj}ebﬁsuﬁ‘dbts&.ébmﬁgts
T LS o 5l Ol ol ol SOlad oy s e 4 (s (555U 3k
‘g’-"—"‘:i"‘g_s—‘jr—h‘)J:i')‘-"u&))dL’j"LSM‘LJ("‘:“"‘JJSL;‘JJ“")°M)(’L€5|UK€.J>
u.:_i/.} ;Jj_d/‘g_)l_zs‘)J C)J\M d),.a‘)‘ L?JJ g_JL’:S L)'L‘ )bW‘\SJJJ;Lf J»Lm}‘ ‘j’l)
o2 CMJJA.C,M\ sbde o V.W“JUJ SFr Caomds 3 a25lIS 5 3 |, (Wissenchafilehre)
8 L p a8 i Oy Ll e sleda 5 Sie 2Bl 3l age Al anis

Sl slacdYs 3550 5 Hseb 2dlds, slad 5o Jool)s aslpns (g i s



VERY Sl F 65l V¥ Ol o il pale (slodoliy 5 Cigto (505 dali 205 YAA

Lrb‘sj_gazjjr\.)é\:Jp'-gwui)@gwwp\x)srﬁijbﬁ)ﬁ
SOL Ll gy GLuSs (F o ge & G anld Sl 8 5o o8 S3lejy Sols

RGSUM P WP Tt

Sl b 4 DS ool slaasns F

s b s VA 23S phmaly ey s Ay WAY 3 ald oSl 5l &S oS
o8 ils 5l sl 5 s Slalgl a8 Sl 55 Cps |y ood/ i DLy VAN
il 513 ol ) 53l Sl el e s g el 2| S Ly

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1800), Die Bestimmung des Menschen, Berlin: Vossischen
Buchhandlung.

Fichte, Johann Gottlieb (1801), Die Bestimmung des Menschen, Berlin: Zweite Auflage,
Vossischen Buchhandlung.

‘_;)‘YJMJJ('-“)L&“’MWW}Q)M“UES‘SJL’)JJ’\)‘J&DA&
é)_bc)‘)bo_i‘)bwsk'ﬁ\g&jb‘twjb ol e.)v.iff.}llﬂwjﬂb S gods
o=l sessyenls )8 ;_éJ\_Ar_a\) s e e Ol Ll ol 6&@\:
B |y S ol a2 4 o ol (Slinnty ol diom o 23 S sl i 1, ObS Sss
)JJ—?-;('—“%‘}J‘E‘T@|)LSWMJJ4SJ‘%J\’T&JS%~L’.‘Jj}“-.’\)dujmlté
A 3 a8 g i 3l S 508 Js 8 K515 e ses bl ge Ol waiid S
4 ¥ bl Ll . .

oSSl (5 g3 e 5 oo 0
S Sy 5 Cb S 515 Ol eSSl Ol JL3la ) 50 a3 55w Slas Sl anid LS
oo glp s gt Pl s e OF S 013 S 0 e oo 5t 42 o335
U2 9 8 5 i 18 e pl S 5L Jols e pl el o e
5 ez 538 cnlin Ol 55 Ll ens s s 53 005 (S 5 ale cllad (sl &S
o=l (B3 3 S e e (Mrs. Percy Sinnett) (s o o310 06 L 1 oars
Sl Cmdl i i oLk 35030 as (55 48 3 cpl Sas0LES Ol e



St g 53 VALY A gle &S (i S8 e «(Oxford DNB) ;Jj.imf/’uln s&b'vfyb'j
Glac Il roles 5 aten o OIS smsla 53 VAYD BIAYS sladle oo a0
Coeal lo sl 48 5l e S5 o SIS 51 (Sl 03 8 ST 355 (5ld s g
ol Ll oo w31555 4 ol (dteneum) ,;/’w e 5Lazl 5s 5l o Kan 350
Wl ST Uyl i ga BT 51 s ST Sl OB ey 55 (slaaiy L
Glaael i aS 555 oo 5o Gl Bl 5 L35, (o 20 G Ol sy o
die Bestimmung des LS YAFY Jo 55 (g5 .l o3, S w;)u&r@\) =
U S PUFIPR W P g u_W‘.li.\ 4 The Destination of Man O\ g& U | 4.l Menchen
M?jd\bf;éuﬁjw)bu.xi&bjw&|&l@zQWMQJ;AM
&:A_aav:’ w)g;_w.ﬁ)‘)b Q‘J\_AP: ‘**"j J‘d\SoJJs e)L;\vAuLS J‘Jb V.?-JIA‘}ML:J b

1l 23 s o) S s S e

Fichte, J. G. (1846), The Destination of Man, trans. Mrs. Percy Sinnett, London: John
Chapman.

w23 sl e (slines) s COASFDINE) o ol 5 225 S o e (e

Olgs e Bty (53 8005 Sl o355 bukew (ULl (o 20 5 s 50l S5 (0
03,55 LRSI Wy Lo 4ol ST K 53 LS e LS 3551 Czas Sl
OF dome 3 5 il 0 e oo #F 55 1800 VMO ladle 1 & 3L 0155 0
e (S5 a0 de S e b el ols oliant] el 4 a1 oL S
Smd d s o feade Lo G5 ol 2 sdome e a8 @ 0 SO 5 At Sy Eend
5l =& (Gordon 1898) das _ad Cwday Sledbl ol 51 i g sl antls ol b
Lol 53 G iy 5 A Wlome S o VATV Jl 3 O 51 iy sl s e
Ll 03,85 Ol Sl 03 S e il (6l Cal &S (glaslioly 55055 AU S Aalas
ST 53 5l 688 (S5 5 wid dyme 55 Candl 65 il liade (20 aslisly I slats
T R I R X NSV JRCHIS S P P R v P N NP SO PEL P H IV
35 s i Sledbant bl Cpased (el pld s o celnl S 5 45 AS
Moy alai s ol asbsly ool 55 (g camn il sl (55500 5 20 sl kil S
4 Al cl Sl el 838 Ol o8 1 g Sl [V 5038 S5 15 0T &S S s
I8 ol Bladan 565,548 b 4 plBle) 55 Olas 3 ey 58 45 ol ]

NGIU g S



VEOY Sl F 65l VY Ol o il pale (slasaliy 5 &igta (530S dali a0y XY

L aselisly LSS s 5 QAT LAY sladle ) (S OLS & o s 4o
SLaely il b 0L SO Al sl 53 gl sty g catied )53 oo (glasl S
Baisl VAYE Jls 3 Caal 13,8 Ll 4 o35 5 o035 58 bk Gl Lands o
l)mﬂééj_{éol_lﬁju_.bhbvf.x_}jruo\):dsﬁjj&mﬁééu‘_}ajﬁ
TSP FENNE SUTa samma 5T 3 laday &S caslisly e 33 St en <3l pea
il ol Gl oS 5 ol ekl b s Blaecly 5 Ol e o a0l e
2 el XS 3 e o |y eIl s § gt SaslST dadllan G o oS 0l
4_Q.>JJ a ol PSS Culady u’”/’[):"”“‘.’ts )'l.éj); - danS )l;afﬂ @slish o2
352 5l (o) aan (Smith 1956) IS 0 olS S (glo,Lil i = Ly Jlepl i
ng_?c,_x”, LS)YH“\S.L:‘&JJ o3ls 6@‘4@)[5‘ :\w-]? Ls\j" W‘ASL}.:LA&];
Slol CGldal ety 5 aedd (o Gl )l o U Conl o gae &ads o gl )il o
.J.Z\Sw.;rﬁk.gzﬂits‘ Glacds 4 dde Iy 555 Jy kS 0 So,m ool e
aalslys Lo g il ods ;“Jl_a- Jdodss b sb ‘C"":""‘}’L’ ;-Q->J: Usols ol ;.Q.?'J:
rrwlf L bolr ol des Sl
Fichte, J. G. (1848), The Vocation of Man, trans. William Smith, London: John Chapman,
265-554; 2nd., substantially rev. ed. in Johann Gottlieb Fichte’s Popular Works (London:
Triibner, 1873), 233-379 (later reissued several times as a single volume, The Vocation of Man,
with an introduction by E. Ritchie [LaSalle, IL: Open Court, 1906, 1931, 1965]); 3rd. rev. ed. in
The Popular Works of Johann Gottlieb Fichte (London: Triibner, 1889), 319-478 (further rev.
and with an introduction by Roderick Chisholm [Indianapolis: Library of Liberal Arts/ Bobbs-
Merrill, 1956];
Fichte, J. G. (1987), The Vocation of Man, trans. Peter Preuss, Indianapolis: Hackett..
Fichte, J. G. (1987), The Vocation of Man, trans. Peter Preuss, Indianapolis: Hackett.
D58 5 S (sls 0F 6,055 dl 5 ped 5 ASls sas (gmml 2 0L Wlis ol OB,

S (6ol om0 55ls3 B i st 53 pa s e



Ol ow )b Ao 5wl piin £
Tt O SAeDbl o ol o pime o)l a4y dem 5 G g anid o/ el LS )

el 3
L3 0L o3 b Jo e 5 Ol 0 0mds (IT4P) LS Ola gy cani

3 ol bl ¢ s Jo 51O al i i SR aelsls OIS Olge L3
0,53 5 ool ST sy S 5 Joas sl 85053 5 1 sl 31 (0dae Slada 5 Sl
LS s 013 S s e 5 s L pa Sl 48 5 S50 )l
Olazr e 5l 1 (65 Aol s 5 ol i Al b AV ) 2oy 1 gl 50055
YA ddste (55 el Ol Ola o 5 OB W 5 008 Jod 5l g3 20 (5146
23 (8 e il 8 Ol ) 5o Sl pde foas a8 ol gl 5
ﬂﬁjﬁuﬁv}uwﬁ)bﬁv\ﬁb‘_fdu@‘wtﬁlﬁobﬁ@»};ﬁﬁéﬂﬂ
stz 5l 03,8 (Bl a5 4 o (615l 3 oS Lo ol 0 el (58
3Ok 5 Al bilopdigy (g3l 5l a8 Ll o (g ka5 AL WL Lo o g ses
2 Anid OIS e O3 S 0 bl § oy s SIS S (ool Gl 5L 4 o shans
Jedsa 15 0T T o sl S iy 5l 4S8 S0lea 5 ol s B IB T pen 5o
o3l plrwl sl 5 Jie S b s oo sk s AR Sl K el
A das 13 Cbbe 1) 5 Olbsen 025 Jols (@S 1y ol da.m S S Olgew
5Ol 53 0 5 pakad Oles 5 ilbgen L oS o0l b 5 4 5550 5 Al b
(DS am o LS o bl Sl (Ol 55 a2id b o ST 15l S 5 oje o S
(8 AYVAF s )

o3 Qo 5 2 o Whns .Y
201 S 1 5 S OL5 4 DS ol 5l (ol 8013 S 1 @etdS VU s a0l &l
0S| dles s (95 SLi5s dad ()b oo e &S ply aS 3)l 05y o 5 (sl B 0L
S LSS o DS B e 3 Sl s gy ol e e SphdS S el il e
S ol oo S5l s n s Gl plls fa 5 4 Se gl B S0 58
el a3 S Loy Lol 3l 5 acdls lidce va 1y OIS ol g0 5 il b slates 5



VEOY Sl F 65l VY Ol o il pale (slotoliy 5 &igta (530S dali 2m 0 XY

Vgl 48 il ) el BT 30 5 g s At L bl 53 (V4 VA0 wss 3)
S ez L las am s s pa b on (L5 Slacsled &5 o o 55 &L 40 5
b S Oy go glesl i Lol 5 sl Sl Olex 2o 5 e o 53 il 5 S
SN ol AiS e e 355 da 5w e 26 ol Ol 05 1) e iy S
O3 555Mas gl 5325 ol adl 5 S o Dl pdn |y e 5 ol LI 5 3l age VIS
4S8 s e 0L Lo o el 350 o o8l o 0550 51 (SO b e 5 Jlez
o B oo e g 55l sl ea g dex G (S Jes s sl o e Yoz
oo e (St b ] lede cpl (g)sls OSGl Le b el Slatar
sl dazr 5 a8 s o OLE b s eSOl s 85055 5 (S Cmo 2 Jo L
o Al ey 5533 Slax 568 s 65 ol La bz 5 (Sae Y50l
loon JolaS ol Lo 5 o) s o Q}W%ﬁ& e S Sl Jl 5o
OLL ) edoran lede ol O 5 (Y0 Y7 55 ,9) (Ol 3 ol Eal dar 5
S bl plaasped S50 el ol Sl waline b 6l abion oo b s de o
25wl
3 el OIS S 4 O3lag 5 e )l dar 5 e e 5L 0 &S
S 03,8 Bl 1y 5l o) OLES 53 5 68 S o o b Tl o b o 0 a5
5 ol St s O 8 SeaslST 501 S Jsn 2,8 0 el e 55 Sl 5
Commmeen O an L Sl o ST S ol QLo 5 (S0 B0l e 5
Sealon aid Gop3 Ll b1 O 5 iy a3 1y (S35 ol (B35 O 5 0ks ST
Wgad S a3 b aS ) G (04 :0ken) LS (55 5 Cmansl 348 e oo (il ol
4S5 Ty 6 Coms O3 & ol 2 (S35l 51 A3 o ity et 5
L) Pl Sl cpl pmsd 3 S enl o3 sl JESLL (antd S5 L b Lol glxs
55 81, SOlsl s OMie L3I (gl [y S L3l aid 55 5 5,8 o ool
Sl s Ol U Kalon ey bl o8 &S Culi b azll o sSU oy b o sa
S ol ) Ghabn (il 03533 L 4 8 il |y LS s ) it B o
S S Al e e o 3l Ly Sl e S Jlal e 5 055 5 peade
el 3 ek 5 Aol ogh 53 OB IS ey i |y GUS s el (g s st
o ez LS Sl aor e 350 3 geale oS (o g o Ogmiey ey (il 40 45 Sl

G&L.w‘ °'>}'.’



«,.»1:5 09O u]obu 5 aidlo 9 o> o bg.aaj.o “,:L:S .59.'.9.3.0 A

ds,x_;:a_;n\;rq;\swtsé\ﬁﬁ,ugew}&Mzkﬁmﬁgﬁ&w
bl 5l aslss gw);\;ﬂdba;)aﬁj\;\ S dad sl 5 Sy 4 el
Slasly O (1S plonil 4 im0 G g b |y st 350 S o5l Obats 5w (S St
L lednh Ll plsil oo oy b 28ls Ol 5 JSGTelazrl 5 (638 able 5 (60 =
S el Ul ka5 55 S e s 1 O 5 eIl e IS JS o8 1,50 1y
O30l (5l 4 341 0 58T il S 555 Ol 851 5 g aem 5 5l (03 531G
s drdd o g (gLl AZ3le @ oLl L5 s Tl en g ar OIS &
)&_;:ut_g‘m_;sv,}: CUS 3 ST s cles ot |y S nl S (slaadl
4_<v\_3t{c,_w1,u.~,j_wu)vu)-\ojﬂé\ﬁywy@ol»:rﬁg@ﬁ\)4;,:.:5
il e ISCI b S s s e S 5 Ol e s sl 1 kgl Ll s
5ol 03,5 a5 Sl ol e b )b o i (Fichte 19652 167) el 3,5
AP 3 3) Sl (03,0 e 5 SoslST (5,8 Ol 1) OLS) i g ya 545
T o b Sl derlie ol a5 3 53 ) 5 e e Al el 53 (1)
oo e Ay dms e DL oS e o 3 (o3b5 il 80 Oles 3 Js i3 0
Ol os S aly s CUS dam S LG 35ls ) o a8 Codd Gl il dgy 5wl b glal
Sl a0y ol O pSin o o oI5 i Ui |y by Oles e ey a3 3
3 2 Sl @ Ode) @l a2 oSG 5 o) 5o b e SDsl b s asd s
2 5 35l e ST Sl e ol sl 1 3 Bl g glody]
AES o e |y IS8
3o S S g 2 JET S 051 gases Sl o o 5o w5l
e ol S0 padlin (6 5ol S b 0330e ol Ll 53 O s el A
03 e dale Jluls; 5o 2oLasl s s anid OIS S s o e 40T Ol 45l
S o3l a5l limeay | O S 0353 (slodidl s S S 8 o oy 5 2355 513
s 3 S 8L Rl bl iley Qb sedd o 5855 aS el s (S e ges
SIS e ol s S Sl s e T 5 S a5 e sn 00l L
a5 55 age 5 el L S o S os s esn 5 K8 D sk SO S
Vol il o8 308 Ot 355l 5 Sl sy DlS (Skigy o S g5 355



VEOY Sl F 65l VY Ol o il pale (slosoliy 5 &igta (530S dali y2m 0 YY¥

dd\ryéxfdaL;.LJ:UrzfLbélﬁbQTSJJASJJBL;:Q)'L;;A)E&LAQ;)\};:
é‘ﬁ@‘jwﬂwus‘dujjﬁj‘wcojjf|cﬁbwlijwdbswj§‘&>
53 dbe s Oy b Sbelgl 3 a0l 1y il azils VU Slllas 5350 Olashanind
23 el S eses Chbe &Sl e le tbl e (6 S s Sl 3 S0S slaslid g
S Al ol a6 s S 53§ SIS ases Chbie b s s (sl
i Sl Ol 53 LTSS S8 W5 e Ol o 3o dnslr 4 OF B 5 oS OLS
Lﬁ_:> QQ..»\ (JJ\J dé}‘j_&b r.l.; lJ) 4.:.\;.:3)‘ JL’ZS Z"‘“"j"ﬁ)"“‘:ﬁj" L;.MS cdl.:-hli.\:u‘b
AL sl L5 e e o e 5 Al s |y S i L5 e o OS5 S Jaamed e
CUS 03510308 3l o o 9o oS ool ol ol B S 3l OT L 4kl Jal S

e (335 Ol iblis (asils )5 5 ol (g A3k |6

o)l dor i CotS (b5, A
Cllas o 3l SO slatarr 5 4 g ] 5 DS )b Aex 5 kS Sl il
S sl Sl oS o gl 5 0y S S i ) Slosis ST Lol e
0 e S LS s A glacds Wil by S14S oS e Oy 4 S cnl 1 555
famozmass ] on LD e 5ol Ol al 53 1 ol (AKEI0S Biae Cblis e 5L &S
5 4lels Sl ol 5l s me ol oS Sl b LS 5 Olas Ol o |y e 5
oty a0 ) (s e 5 2 O 5 ST oRinen 5 2,8 o b e Sl
Soalios ol 5 0 B L 5 ol SIS digia de 5 gepes 5 L3l 3,8 s
lmostinal gy el olia 25 2 (gloslinal (g oS 6310 Olen & Js als iids
SULal ST L Sl S oo (oS il S e Ao B bl
Ly o oo aalsl s a8 SV plos Log3) a8 ole b oS o1 L5 4 a0
s (WL daz ) Ol g O e o311 G

oz 5 LS e 5 Ced S e Dol 5 ol Rl ot e 5SS o
S el B35 i3S 48 o pien 4 o35 cpl Aer 5 slrar Wl o e L
Lasl oo e So3s gl LS oo eslinal 0T asle b (V80 o) (it il S55 slas3ls
Ol VoY domdo 3 ahe 3l (Lils S s (3 3mie) 4 |, Bestimmung 1 .6 (5 o5 slaells
) st 255 5 C—ul Endzweck (Fichte 1965:308) sl 2o 53 ol dazr 5 (5 50ade)



G0 sl s s Olah s34 gl > Glaube - o35 mils ror e 63550 L
Ll 0 o kils S 5 () Glazeh & (F) 2)

o.x_..icu.ijiOT):gL:SctSL;JﬁMOTLQ-JSQ,:“AQQ)S‘&:«&&;-JJ(@
3 RS (S 3 e Srder 5l e & At U Olea 2o adl sl (3l e
(o e 4 gad (6l LS o ) Ladisy 5 308 1 555 Wivﬁuw ol 4 e S
Lo b5 ladisg nl » Job o0 il 03 S dax 5 (ol | Anschauung 144 d=is s
Vsmans il i s Jal @S o 5 s il sl s alze s 5 o
A 5l ey s e eslaul odalin b 3 g 3l Anschauung (¢l 5 Sl Reflexion slgs il 5
Gy gt m S Mlam 53 ol wid 3 g e line br ol s )l o 4 g
03wl (3l 5 el (‘AO‘ a4 Conl o b L0l S e gres L Ll dlal
LS\LE;J«SJ»UAJ;M:@CJJWJJJ\J}% ol sy s Soley 2Bl o
S st QU g oy U 5 Al cpl sl 5o o ibe (ol i O S ol e
sLxsas; Ubersinnlich 85l psls ¢l>ub_w .(ibid.: 305) ((v_?sl:.w B ‘u:"‘j Olal g (el S
ldll= Ols S 5 aS sl o kils S5 (YA 0) (Dl o) & 55055815 4 (L= 39
el 3L 5 W g ol 51 .osl Tranzendental

9 Jles S aax 5 objection w?lfjl Olex 2o | Einwiirfe 3 5 ‘)L:jfui:i [GIVOES RN L
S Gl as SMar b b aS 65 S ae 5 (Bl Ol 5y e ) o e
s s e IS 35,5 55 sl 53 Js Ll s Cluma Binwiirfe 5l e 5 2l el
S o Oly oS lode js G50 5 i w5l S Gl ola Ll (slasay o515
Slrs 48 ol 0l S (g les u.'::)_,_pT)) 4 willkiirliche Erziehung 3|5 Xy jeen 53
L wwl g3 55 55 sal) i Olp5 0 OF (gl 5 ol o 6 S 5 5 310 Lo
(Sl e u.':;)'fﬂn

Sl 683 oS wn ) Sl Glatar 5 i gad dir ) bl 3V Ll
g.ﬁj_i)ijlﬁr_aw)lé dozm 5 Ol jae g ltle 55050 L;?K; ad| C)Tj;ﬁ:‘)ﬁjv.:;s
AS A g s & gl

:(Fichte 1965: 168) slJT Lol e
Es sollte anziehen und erwidrmen, und den Leser kriftig von der Sinnlichkeit zum

Uebersinnlichen fortreissen; wenigstens ist der Verfasser sich bewusst, nicht ohne Begeisterung
an die Arbeit gegangen zu seyn. Oft verschwindet wéhrend der Miihe der Ausfiihrung das Feuer,
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mit welchem man den Zweck ergriff; ebenso ist man im Gegentheil unmittelbar nach der Arbeit
in Gefahr, iiber diesen Punct sich selbst Unrecht zu thun.
i n O35

This essay is meant to attract the reader to engage his interest and powerfully move him from
the sensible world to the supersensible. the author for his part did not go to work without
enthusiasm. the reader with which one begins a project often dwindles with the effort required to
execute it. in the same way one runs the risk of being unfair to oneself once the work is done.

Zrlﬁl._’) Q)‘ijﬁ

It ought to attract and animate the reader, and to elevate him from the world of sense into a
region of supersensuous thought. at least the author is conscious that he has not entered upon his
task without such inspiration. often indeed the fire with which we commence an undertaking
disappears during the toil of execution and thus at the conclusion of a work we are in danger of
doing ourselves injustice upon this point.
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The book is intended to attract and animate the reader, and to elevate him from the world of
sense into a region beyond it ...
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