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Abstract

Fichte's Die Bestimmung des Menschen was published during a pivotal moment in his
intellectual life and sparked significant challenges within the philosophical culture of
Germany. Shortly before this, Fichte had written a book titled Die Bestimmung des
Gelehrten, indicating the historical context of an important literary genre in the late 18th
and early 19th century in Germany, characterized by the active participation of
prominent philosophers and thinkers. In this article, we first aim to explore this
historical context to ascertain the tradition within which Fichte's work was written.
Subsequently, we will critically evaluate both the English translations and, specifically,
the sole Persian translation of this book from various perspectives, assessing their
quality and examining their relationship with the genre of the vocational. Our findings
indicate that Fichte's work is directly connected to the tradition through two currents:
Popularphilosophie and the atheism debate. Furthermore, it becomes evident that most
translations, both in English and Persian, have sacrificed the academic aspect of Fichte's

book for its popular appeal. Thus, while they relate to the tradition of the vocational
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genre without necessarily referencing it explicitly, they do not adequately reflect its

academic value.

Keywords: Destination, Determination, Human Purpose, Mission, The vocation of Man.

Extended Abstract

Philosophers' books are sometimes unique in their content and structure, expressed in
forms that are specific to the author, while at other times, they align with literary styles
or genres that were prevalent during their time. The German philosophical culture in the
second half of the 18th century and the early 19th century produced numerous treatises,
chapters, and lectures combining the term Die Bestimmung with other words such as
Menschen (human) or Gelehrter (scholar). The high number of these works and the
diversity of their authors indicate that this should be considered an important
philosophical genre of that period. In this article, we recognize this philosophical genre
as the tradition of the vocational genre and demonstrate how it began with Spalding, an
enlightened German philosopher and theologian, engaging prominent figures such as
Kant, Mendelssohn, Schleiermacher, and Fichte. Fichte wrote two significant works
within the tradition: Die Bestimmung des Menschen, which we translate as The
Determination of Man, and Die Bestimmung des Gelehrten, both published during
crucial periods in Fichte's intellectual life. In Iran, although Fichte's name has been
mentioned since the early acquaintance with modern philosophy, it is only in the last
decade that some of his writings have been translated into Persian. Fortunately, both of
Fichte's vocational books have now been translated into Persian: one by Ismail Saadat
and the other by Ali Fardousi. The book reflects the most important conceptual
components of the tradition while simultaneously incorporating enlightenment and
romantic elements. This seemingly incompatible combination is a characteristic of
Fichte's thought as a whole. The book contains numerous inspiring and epic phrases that

nn

call upon individuals to engage in "understanding," "liberating imitation," "critique,"
and especially "self-critique." Notably, all these concepts are abundantly found in most
books sharing a similar title. These themes are also related to the purpose of vocational
books, which aim to design a form of popular philosophy (Popularphilosophie). In fact,
behind the thoughts of writers like Fichte—who had a close relationship with the
tradition of the vocational genre—lies the belief in a national or even global awakening
towards philosophy and high culture. Fichte specifically perceives history as a path
toward achieving ultimate unity among all humans. In this regard, he does not compare

a fragment or period of a specific nation or ethnic group's culture and civilization with
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similar examples from past eras—such as ancient Greece—but rather focuses on the
generalization and expansion of culture in modern times, viewing it as a significant
achievement for realizing a unified cultural body. This perspective makes Fichte's Die
Bestimmung des Menschen appealing to thinkers from other societies, leading to its
translation into English, French, Arabic, and recently Persian multiple times throughout
the 19th century and beyond. In this article, after examining Fichte's Die Bestimmung
des Menschen concerning the tradition of vocational writing in our first step, we
conduct a critical analysis of its English and Persian translations and compare them with
the original German text. Understanding the intellectual discourse and style of
translators is paramount at this stage. Here, we find that these translators predominantly
belong to enlightenment mission-driven currents that align interestingly with Fichte's
vocational context; however, unfortunately, they do not reference the tradition or genre
of vocational writings in Germany so that readers can appreciate the historical
background behind this book. To achieve this goal, we analyze both translation quality
through comparisons with the original German text and explore the intellectual and
cultural currents influencing these translations because Fichte's work has a close
connection with the social and political culture of its time. Our findings indicate that
first, Fichte's book is influenced by Spalding’s original model and belongs to a similar
writing style; second, it reflects broader currents within public philosophy in 18th-19th
century Germany and specific debates surrounding rationalism and atheism or what is
known as Spinozism crisis; third, the continuous translation flow of Fichte’s work into
English shows progressive quality variations that are not uniform, while the Persian
translation based on one of these is acceptable but insufficiently reflects scholarly
standards because it neglects precisely those aspects that are crucial for academic use.
The translator has overlooked these elements in Fichte’s text while justifying this
neglect with evidence from within the text that appears unjustified for the reasons we
have outlined.
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Fichte, The Vocation of Man, trans. William Smith (London: John Chapman, 1848), 265-554;
2nd., substantially rev. ed. in Johann Gottlieb Fichte’s Popular Works (London: Triibner, 1873),
233-379 (later reissued several times as a single volume, The Vocation of Man, with an
introduction by E. Ritchie [LaSalle, IL: Open Court, 1906, 1931, 1965]); 3rd. rev. ed. in The
Popular Works of Johann Gottlieb Fichte (London: Triibner, 1889), 319478 (further rev. and
with an introduction by Roderick Chisholm [Indianapolis: Library of Liberal Arts/ Bobbs-Merrill,
1956];

J. G. Fichte, The Vocation of Man, trans. Peter Preuss (Indianapolis: Hackett, 1987).
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Es sollte anziehen und erwdrmen, und den Leser kriftig von der Sinnlichkeit zum
Uebersinnlichen fortreissen; wenigstens ist der Verfasser sich bewusst, nicht ohne Begeisterung
an die Arbeit gegangen zu seyn. Oft verschwindet wéhrend der Miihe der Ausfiihrung das Feuer,
mit welchem man den Zweck ergriff; ebenso ist man im Gegentheil unmittelbar nach der Arbeit
in Gefahr, tiber diesen Punct sich selbst Unrecht zu thun.

s O3S

this essay is meant to attract the reader to engage his interest and powerfully move him from
the sensible world to the supersensible. the author for his part did not go to work without
enthusiasm. the reader with which one begins a project often dwindles with the effort required to
execute it. in the same way one runs the risk of being unfair to oneself once the work is done.

s 0o 5

it ought to attract and animate the reader, and to elevate him from the world of sense into a
region of supersensuous thought. at least the author is conscious that he has not entered upon his
task without such inspiration. often indeed the fire with which we commence an undertaking
disappears during the toil of execution and thus at the conclusion of a work we are in danger of
doing ourselves injustice upon this point
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the book is intended to attract and animate the reader, and to elevate him from the world of
sense into a region beyond it...
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