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Abstract

At the beginning of its foundation, metaphysics was connected with the political issue,
or it was basically formed to rationalize the political issue. Apart from the political
issue, metaphysics is separated from life and becomes a self-sufficient and abstract
knowledge. As the founder of Islamic philosophy, Farabi also considered political
issues and thought about the conditions for the realization of utopia. Farabi laid a
foundation that easily connected philosophy and religion. He called the Prophet a
complete and absolute philosopher and according to the preliminaries he stated, he
considered the leadership of Madinah as the Prophet's dignity. The unity of the prophet
and the philosopher were made possible based on the sanctity of reason. According to
Farabi, reason is a divine truth in its essence, and man can be connected with divine
reason and find his way to the source of knowledge through the light of divine reason
that is potentially present in his soul. But the intellect is inherently the field of totality.
Generality has a general appeal, and this fact of being general and accessible to
everyone challenges Farabi's point of view; because prophets are special and unique.
Prophets are specifically called. This article emphasizes this distinction and shows that
neglecting this distinction distorts Farabi's ideal, which is the foundation of the political.

Keywords: Political Issue, Farabi, Revelation, Active Intellect, Metaphysics, Prophet.

« Professor of Philosophy and faculty Member at the University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran, talebzade@ut.ac.ir
Date received: 04/08/2024, Date of acceptance: 13/10/2024



Abstract 238

Extended Abstract

Metaphysics, at its inception, was intertwined with politics or perhaps even emerged to
rationalize political order. More precisely, metaphysics initially presented itself as the
science of a rational and well-ordered life. However, the experience of religious civil
life was shaped by divine revelation and the Prophet's teachings. Reason and revelation,
however, both stemmed from a divine origin, aligning the principles and ultimate goals
of religion and philosophy. Prior to Farabi's reinterpretation of Greek philosophy,
integrating the views of Plato and Aristotle, Greek thought had already permeated
Muslim life, influencing theological discussions, and in this way, the ground for a new
philosophical framework interwoven with prophetic revelation was provided.
Regardless of philosophy, believers live within the context of their religious beliefs.
Faith inherently needs no philosophical justification, and Farabi and other Muslim
philosophers did not intend to create a philosophy that served the religious beliefs of the
people or justified their practices. Believers live by their faith and do not require
philosophical arguments. Meanwhile, if doubts arise, theology provides the necessary
support. Islamic philosophy emerged as a universal knowledge (episteme), aiming to
formulate a unified system of theoretical and practical wisdom in which the reasonably
organized lived experience reaches self-awareness and shapes the future of Iranian-
Islamic society. The connection between theoretical and practical wisdom led Farabi to
contemplate the nature of politics within the Islamic-Iranian lifeworld. He unified the
Active Intellect (Logos) with the Angel of Revelation (Gabriel) within his philosophical
perspective. The Active Intellect, within the hierarchy of pure intellects, as the teacher
of the human (potential intellect), is considered to be beyond humankind and the natural
world. Since each pure intellect is unique and cannot be multiplied, it cannot be distinct
from the Angel of Revelation, identified as humanity's divine teacher in revealed texts.
Therefore, for Farabi, the philosopher and the prophet are similar in their connection to
the Active Intellect, with the difference that the philosopher connects with it only at the
level of intellect and universal forms, while the prophet benefits from the Active
Intellect through the imaginative faculty as well. This leads Farabi to call the prophet
the "absolute philosopher." The imaginative faculty is the center of the prophet's
revelatory experiences. As universal forms transform from unity to particularity and
multiplicity within the realm of imagination, the forms of good deeds are revealed to the
prophet in particular and detail. Thus, the prophet, as the absolute philosopher,

combines two aspects of knowledge:
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1. As a philosopher, they grasp the interconnectedness of universal theoretical and
practical forms, understanding the origins, goals, and ultimate happiness of humankind,
encompassing both theoretical and practical wisdom.

2. As a prophet, they know the specific forms of good and evil, received as divine
commands, prohibitions, and religious duties through the imaginative faculty. In this
role, the prophet is the lawgiver.

This latter role, lawgiving through revelation, is unique to the prophet. Since the
prophet's imagination encompasses the unity of theory and practice in detail, including
individual and social laws, the prophet leads political affairs and governs the ideal city.
The prophet, on the one hand, embodies the unity of theoretical and practical wisdom
and, on the other hand, is the lawgiver, holding the reins of government. This
characteristic continues with the designated Imams, successors of the prophet, as
indicated by the title "similar successor." But what will happen after the absence of
designated Imams? The complete philosopher, connected to the Active Intellect through
both intellect and imagination, is no longer present. The imaginative faculty of the
prophet and their similar successors is the locus of harmony between lawgiving and the
changes of time. Because the imagination, the realm of multiplicity and detail, is
inextricably linked with time. It looks to the past, connected to the treasury of memory,
ensuring the unity of identity, while simultaneously possessing a creative and
transformative aspect, looking towards the future. These two temporal dimensions,
intertwined within the present moment of the imagination, guarantee the dynamism of
political order and the vitality of practical wisdom. After the era of the prophet and their
similar successors, the connection between the imaginative faculty and the Active
Intellect is severed. The imaginative faculty, once connected to the pulsating order of
the universe, becomes detached and reduced to the individual’s imaginative faculty,
referred to as the "connected imagination." The unity of theory and practice, manifested
in the dynamic imagination of the prophet and their successors, is lost during the period
of occultation. The political order loses its relationship with practical wisdom, which
becomes relegated to the establishment of laws. Laws are established solely through
reference to written and transmitted legacies. The imaginative faculty, now turned
solely towards the past, loses its future-oriented and creative capacity. The political
sphere limits itself to repeating the past. Relegating practical wisdom to the
establishment of laws is nothing less than its negation and demise. The philosopher's
role is then reduced to explaining the cosmic order, with no part in defining the criteria
for establishing laws or the vitality of the political order. This separation of practical
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wisdom from lawmaking inevitably leads to the separation of philosophy from lived
experience. Philosophizing becomes the transmission of abstract theoretical teachings,
transforming into an abstract and scholastic pursuit. Practical wisdom departs from
philosophy, abandoned by philosophers. The deduction of rules and laws from
transmitted and written sources replaces it. True practical wisdom measures transmitted
knowledge against the scale of reason, evaluates the past through the needs of the
future, and transforms inherited knowledge into a lamp illuminating the path forward.
Without it, the connection between transmitted and rational knowledge is severed; no
criteria remain for utilizing inherited knowledge to ensure the dynamism of future living
experiences; the path from past to future is blocked; the establishment of laws aims to
shape the future in the image of the past, becoming disconnected from lived experience
and transforming into a self-contained and abstract body of knowledge. Thus, it seems
the Second Teacher's (Farabi's) endeavor to unite philosophy and religion resulted in the
decline of the Political issue. To overcome this historical failure, we must rethink the
relationship between revelation and philosophy. Revelation, prophethood, and divine
scripture are singular and incommunicable. Reducing them to the Active Intellect—the
source of intellectual and universal forms—negates their singular nature. They testify to
a sacred event that cannot be unified with philosophy, a human, rational pursuit based
on proof, refutation, and logical argument. Re-examining the Second Teacher's efforts
can lead us to recognize the singularity of revelation and prophethood alongside the
universality of philosophy. Revelation's singularity lies in its unfathomable and
encompassing nature. The shared and universal nature of reason and philosophy lies in
the effort to understand and interpret revelation. This perspective transcends Farabi's
notion of unity. By distinguishing between revelation and philosophy, revelation forever
remains a singular, unnavigable and transendental text from the formations of
consciousness, and it inspires philosophical thought, and philosophy, with its strength
and power, historically rethinks this divine inspiration and reinterprets it in terms of the
human life world. From this perspective, practical wisdom is revived. The theoretical
and practical dimensions within revelation become rationally interpretable, and the

political issue finds meaning in relation to philosophy.
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