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Abstract

This article focuses on the article ‘Four Genealogies for a Recombinant Anthropology
of Science and Technology’ by Michael Fisher, an American anthropologist and
Iranologist, on the anthropology of science and technology from the 1930s to the
present. He emphasizes the urgent need to pay attention to this area beyond public
claims such as market alienation and the intellectual critique of modernity such as
drowning in technology. In his analysis of the emergence of the techno-scientific worlds
of the 21st century, the author repeatedly mentions Iran and its modern scientific and
industrial centers after the Islamic Revolution of Iran until today. It is important to refer
to the titles of science and technology study and research centers in Iran, to design
modern research topics and fields for Iranian anthropologists in order to deeply
understand the effects of these centers of industry and innovation on society and the
world. The translation of Fisher's works in the recent period, despite the difficult prose
and long sentences, is an urgent need of this branch of anthropology in Iran. Fisher's
works, in terms of both phrasing and the use of specialized terms in basic and technical
sciences, require translators from the field of anthropology of science and technology,
or specialized teams consisting of anthropologists, technical technicians, and basic

science specialists.
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Extended Abstract

In this article, focusing on the article ‘Four Genealogies of Recombinant Anthropology
of Science and Technology’ by Michael Fisher, we will introduce and analyze the
translated text of this article and explain technology from the perspective of this
American anthropologist. In 2016, this article was translated and published in the form
of a small book with the title Anthropology of Science and Technology at the Center for
Scientific and Cultural Publications. In his article, the author expresses the need to pay
attention to technology beyond the general claims, such as market alienation and
intellectual criticism of modernity under the title of technological domination. In his
analysis of the emergence of techno-scientific worlds in the 21st century, Fischer
repeatedly mentions Iran and its modern scientific and industrial centers in the years
after the Iranian Islamic Revolution until now. Naming the titles of science and
technology study and research centers in Iran, as well as stating the topics and fields of
modern research in the world, is important for Iranian anthropologists in order to deeply
understand the effects of these centers of industry and innovation on society and the
world. The translation of Fisher's works in the recent period with the topic of
technology is the need for Iran's expanding anthropology. Choosing this work has been
a valuable step for translation from this perspective and the existence of difficult prose
and long sentences. In general, Fischer's works, especially in the field of technology, in
addition to the type of phrasing due to the use of technical terms, require translators
from the field of anthropology of science and technology or teams consisting of
anthropologists and technology experts, so that during a collaborative translation, an
anthropological and should be preserved. Many of the technical terms of this work are
multi-layered, both from anthropological and technological perspectives. This multi-
layering is due to technical dimensions of technology with complex socio-semantic
layers of human societies.

Suppose one of these dimensions is not paid attention to or ignored in the correct
translation of that technology. In that case, the socio-cultural meanings of that word will
remain unclear and ambiguous. For example, "xenotransplantation” is translated in the
article Transplantation (13:1396). Transplantation is accepted even among traditional
and religious groups, and there are few disputes about it in religious and non-religious
discourses. Meanwhile, "xenotransplantation" means transplanting a non-human organ
to a human. The important difference between these two types of organ transplantation
is related to their ethics, religion, and humanism. In this regard, Fisher has given a

detailed explanation at the end of the article, which can be said to be equal to the



109 Abstract

article's main text in terms of the number of words. Michael Fisher, the author of this
article, is one of the Western Iranologists who has been present in Iran and has
published many works on our country's culture, but his works have not been paid
attention to. The translation discussed in the upcoming article is the beginning and an
important step in this field. It is necessary to create a short-term and long-term program
for translating these works of Fisher in particular and other anthropologists in general to
understand the attitude of anthropology of science and technology in the world. The
distance between Iranian anthropology and modern technology and its relationship with
Iranian culture and society creates a gap between Iranian anthropology and the modern
field of study in the field of science and industry, and the attention and introduction of

these works play an important role in reducing this gap.
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“the slogans of the ‘new sociologies of science’, i.e., Social studies of knowledge (SSK), and
‘social construction’ of technology [SCOT], and of the anthropologically informed ethnographies
of science and technology of the 1990s” (Fisher 2007: 539).
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so too we need now to formulate anthropologies of science and technology that attend to
both the cultural switches of the heterogeneous communities within which sciences are
cultured and technologies are peopled, and to the reflexive social institutions within which

medical, environmental, informational, and other technosciences must increasingly operate"
(Fisher 2007: 539).
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1. “Four Genealogies for a Recombinant Anthropology of Science and Technology”.
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