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Abstract 

‘Rethinking Social Justice’ emphasizes the intrinsicality of the moral value of justice 

and its precedence over other social values. The book's primary focus is on the 

conceptualization, reasons, and necessity of social justice without addressing the 

howness of the subject. This omission can be seen as a major flaw, for many justice-

oriented challenges and conflicts arise in its howness. A major part of the book is 

devouted to reporting different theories of justice that are irrelevant to the Islamic 

theory of social justice. The book requires some Islamic humanities besides Sharia law 

and Fiqh to explain and implement justice. However, he does not go further to explain 

the relationship between the two. Reducing justice to a certain value alongside other 

values requires broader criteria to resolve conflicts between it and other values. This 

contradicts the book’s claim of justice as being comprehensive and absolute. 

Furthermore, the issues of social justice addressed by the book are not so much "social" 

in their nature but just "theoretical" and "mental" aspects. However, this book can be 

used to teach and familiarize students and teachers with certain theoretical challenges. 

Keywords: Social Justice, Shariah, Islamic Humanities, Social Values, Moral Values. 
 

Extended Abstract 

Aiming to elucidate the social concept of justice, ‘Rethinking Social Justice’ by Ahmed 

Vaezi emphasizes the intrinsicality of the moral value of justice and its precedence over 

other social values. The book presents a thesis under the rubric of "The Comprehensive 

and Self-Sufficient Moral Value of Justice," which consists of three pillars: conceptual, 
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value-based, and subject-oriented. The conceptual pillar of justice implies that justice is 

a simple concept whose understanding and abstraction can emerge from diverse and 

multifaceted origins. The disagreement regarding justice lies not in its definition but in 

how the titles and aspects of justice (e.g., equality, the relegating discrimination, 

granting rights, and considerations of merit) are applied to various instances and cases. 

The value-based pillar of the theory encompasses three main claims regarding the 

desirability and significance of justice: firstly, this value is moral rather than individual, 

emotional, or functional; secondly, the value of justice is intrinsic and self-sufficient, 

meaning justice, in terms of the value that stands alone; and thirdly, this value is 

absolute and unconditional, holding desirability in every circumstance, time, and place. 

The subject-oriented pillar refers to the "comprehensive" nature of the value of justice, 

explaining it beyond distributive justice in any scope or field. It also recognizes 

processes, structures, institutions, regulations, and powers delegated to certain officials 

as qualifying for justice or injustice. As mentioned in the Introduction, the book's 

primary focus is on the conceptualization, reasons, and necessity of social justice 

without addressing the howness of the subject. This omission can be seen as a major 

flaw in the presented theory, for many justice-oriented challenges and conflicts arise in 

its howness. Without entering this domain, one may navigate through abstractions and 

disjointed mental terms utterly disconnected from reality. Instead of an encyclopedic 

approach, the book tries to extract, from the theories mentioned, those parts of social 

justice that sound in its intellectual framework criticizes and evaluates them. However, 

the multiplicity of secular social justice theories has caused a major part of the book to 

simply report different theories of justice without having much benefit for the audience 

looking for a theory of social justice based on Islam. The book does not consider the 

implementation of Sharia law alone to be sufficient for realizing social justice; it 

considers a collection of Islamic humanities, along with Fiqh and Sharia law, necessary 

for explaining and implementing justice. However, it does not provide further 

explanations of the relationship of these humanities to Fiqh. The most incomplete part 

of the book is the list containing the virtues of Islamic society. Looking at authentic 

Islamic sources, it presents an eight-point list, headed by (i)"Establishing justice and 

relegating oppression and discrimination," followed by (ii) social commitment to the 

principles and rules of Sharia, (iii) alleviation of poverty and attention to the 

disadvantaged, (iv) people-loving and ensuring public satisfaction, (v) respecting the 

rights and dignity of individuals, (vi) protecting Islamic ethics and spirituality, (vii) 

meritocracy in delegating responsibilities and authorities, and finally (viii) 
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strengthening the unity and integrity of the Islamic society. The above points deserve 

special and critical attention. First, the enumeration of these eight points lacks a relevant 

specific methodology and sufficient precision. Second, points such as alleviating 

poverty, respecting rights, and meritocracy are examples of establishing justice. In 

addition, if one considers the perspective of advocates of the inclusion of Sharia into 

justice, then commitment to the principles and rules of Sharia can also be defined and 

implemented under justice. Finally, more merit-oriented values are not mentioned in the 

book. They include virtues such as preserving and strengthening Islamic identity, 

protecting the Islamic state, defending the oppressed, being an exemplar for other 

people, fighting against oppressors and arrogant people, and so on. On the one hand, the 

book considers justice a comprehensive, pervasive, and prevalent issue in all areas and 

layers of social relations (which, in this sense, is the basis of giving meaning to all 

values and prioritizing them). On the other hand, it considers justice a value alongside 

other values that precede them, yet it is not necessarily a discussion of justice wherever 

there is a discussion of values or good and bad. Suppose justice is merely a value 

alongside other values. In that case, it cannot be the basis of social arrangements 

because social arrangements require ranking values and measuring them against 

comprehensive and socially accepted moral criteria. Therefore, if justice is merely a 

value alongside other values, a broader concept is needed to resolve conflicts between it 

and other values. This contradicts the author's view of justice as being comprehensive 

and absolute. Furthermore, the issues of social justice addressed in the book are not so 

much "social" in their nature but just "theoretical" and "mental" aspects that are mainly 

discussed in academic circles. In other words, this theory has been proposed without 

reference to a specific society or history, which has seriously cast doubt on its being 

"social" per se. However, this book can be used for teaching purposes and to familiarize 

students and teachers with certain theoretical challenges and substantive boundaries 

between theories while teaching the terminology and schools of justice. 
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