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Abstract

There are many works about the moral behavior of Iranians. The genre of Iranian
Temperament is a distinctive form of social literature that examines and catalogs the
moral and behavioral traits of Iranians. Numerous works have been written under this
genre. In this article, we have chosen one of Hassan Naraghi's books to examine and
criticize the representation of Iranian moral behavior. We have criticized this book
using the critical discourse analysis method based on van Dijk's model. The results of
the research showed that in this work, Naraghi used many ideological strategies to
represent the moral behaviors of Iranians. Naraghi criticizes Iranian behavior in light of
self-critical discourse. Rather than describing the moral behavior of Iranians, he gives
direction to it. According to Naraghi's representation, Iranians' undesirable moral
behaviors are fourteen times more common than their desirable moral behaviors. Works
of this genre ultimately claim that Iranians are inherently immoral and Westerners are
inherently moral. Therefore, works of this genre should be criticized because, by
unrealistically representing us Iranians, they can have negative identity consequences

for society.
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Extended Abstract

One of the writing genres about the moral behaviors of Iranians is the genre of
Temperament, which has a history of more than half a century in the country. This writing
genre seeks to catalog the behavioral and moral traits of Iranians. Due to their discursive
nature, works of this genre can guide the attitudes and actions of individuals because
discourse, while manifesting and expressing the socio-cultural situation, can also shape
and change it. Writing about Iranian Temperament began in the book of Mohammad Ali
Jamalzadeh and continues to this day. The works of writers such as Mehdi Bazargan, Ali
Mohammad Izadi, Ali Rezagholi, Mahmoud Saree-ol-qalm, Hassan Ghazimoradi, Hassan
Naraqi, and some others fall into this genre. In addition to the works published in the field
of Iranian Temperament, a critical view of it has been formed in the country for about a
decade. This article is also a continuation of this critical tradition. The book ‘Intimate
Sociology: Why Are We Helpless?’ by Hassan Naraqi is one of the important works of this
genre, the first edition of which was published in 2001 and has reached its 37th edition to
date. In this article, we have examined this book based on representation theory and the
critical discourse analysis method using Theon van Dijk's model. In Van Dijk's model,
ideological structures of discourse are analyzed based on the ideological square and
ideological categories. Based on this method, we have analyzed the ‘Intimate Sociology:
Why Are We Helpless?’ in two stages; in the first stage, we have described the author's
claims in the way that we have examined what his general opinion is about the moral
behaviors of Iranians and what picture of Iranian moral behaviors he has given? The
second stage is the operationalization of theoretical discussions and the interpretation of
categories for the analysis of the text and discourse. The main issue here was how critical
discourse analysis transforms its theoretical claims into analytical tools and methods. In
particular, the mediation between theories and macro-concepts with concrete and concrete
cases and instances that form the core and focus of analysis in critical discourse analysis is
emphasized. The findings showed that Naraghi's representation of Iranian moral behavior
is negative. In this book, immoral traits are represented fourteen times more than desirable
Iranian traits. In this book, Naraghi distinguishes between "us" and "them" using an

"

ideological square; the desirable traits of "us,” meaning Iranians, are described in a
subdued and low-detail manner, and our undesirable traits are represented in a prominent
and high-detail manner. In contrast, the desirable traits of "others" are presented in a very
bold and detailed manner, and their negative traits are ignored. In this book, Naraghi uses
tools that Van Dijk calls discourse structures to illustrate this square; exaggeration,

metaphor, simile, assumption, argument, polarization generalization, implicit meanings,



81 Abstract

unspoken words, and structural emphases are some of these structures. Naraghi's approach
in this book is “self-critical discourse.” This discourse has many similarities with the
discourse of Orientalism, both of which criticize the “self” from the perspective of
Western discourse. Naraghi's self-critical discourse is accompanied by concepts such as
self-deprecation, self-hatred, tyranny, and backwardness. One of the important
consequences of this discourse is that it can deprive us of a "sense of self-confidence" and
lead us to make mistakes in our analyses. The most important component of Naraghi's
analysis can be seen in his psychological reductionism and negation of social structures.
Naraghi ignores the macro context. Such an analysis cannot explain why we Iranians have
fallen into this situation. It is as if external factors and conditions have not played a
significant role in the moral characteristics of Iranians. Based on such an analysis, the
main culprit is considered to be individual Iranians. The image that Naraghi creates for
Iranians is mainly negative and can make Iranians pessimistic about each other. As a
result, such works give direction to those behaviors rather than describing the behaviors of
individuals in society. Now, if this understanding is negative, then Iranians understand
their society as an immoral society. In line with Van Dyke's theory, Naraghi, with his self-
critical ideology, makes it possible for Iranians to interpret their actions towards non-
Iranians, especially Westerners. Finally, the genre of Iranian morals should be criticized
because these works denigrate the moral behaviors of Iranians and "otherize" them within
the framework of the Orientalist discourse. In the genre of morals, an unrealistic image of
Iran and Iranians is created that may not have the slightest relation to the reality of Iranian

society. This factor can also cause an increase in negative moral behaviors in society.
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