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Abstract

While Plato chooses dialogue as the form of his philosophical works, and due to this,
his works are distinct in the history of philosophy, The Symposium’ is a different one in
Plato’s works. This dialogue presents seven interrelated speeches on the nature of love,
with each speaker contributing to the discussion and passing the topic to the next.
Consequently, as the preceding and subsequent contributions constitute every utterance
in the ‘The Symposium’, each utterance emerges as inherently incomplete, which invites
a continuous investigation of the subject throughout the dialogue. Our primary claim in
this article is twofold: first, that ‘The Symposium’ should not be considered merely as
one of Plato’s dialogues but as a pattern of dialogue itself, and second, that this
recognition prompts us to reconsider dialogue not only as Plato’s chosen literary form
but also as a pattern of his philosophical thinking.

Keywords: Dialogue, Subject, Whatness, Limit, Completeness, Incompleteness.

Expanded Abstract

This article examines Plato's ‘The Symposium’ and argues that it should not be
considered simply as one of Plato’s dialogues but as the schema of the dialogue form in
general. By analyzing the structure and content of the Symposium, the paper suggests
that Plato uses dialogue not just as a literary form but as a method of philosophical
inquiry. The dialogue’s form becomes central to understanding how Plato’s philosophy

unfolds—through ongoing conversation rather than the presentation of final, fixed
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answers. ‘The Symposium’ features seven speeches, each discussing the nature of love
(eros) from a different perspective. The speakers contribute in succession, with each
new speech building upon the previous one. No speaker provides a definitive answer to
the question of love; instead, each contribution offers a limited view, inviting further
exploration. This structure embodies the Platonic view that knowledge is never fully
attained but is always subject to questioning. The dialogue, thus, becomes an open
conversation where the subject is discussed through multiple voices. The primary
argument of this article is twofold. First, it asserts that ‘The Symposium’ is not merely a
dialogue about love but a schema for dialogue in general. The dialogue’s structure, with
its multiple speakers contributing limited perspectives, reflects Plato’s belief that
philosophical knowledge is not something fixed but is constantly being shaped and
reshaped. This approach contrasts with other dialogues, where Socrates often takes a
dominant role in guiding the conversation. In ‘The Symposium’, the dialogue unfolds
through the voices of multiple speakers, each expressing a limited view of the subject
and, through this, keeps the subject incomplete. This article argues that this open-ended
structure exemplifies Plato's view of philosophy as a dynamic process, where each
contribution is important to a certain extent to understanding the subject. Second, this
recognition prompts a reconsideration of the role of dialogue in Plato’s broader
philosophy. Through dialogue in ‘The Symposium,” we understand that dialogue is not
just a literary form; it represents Plato’s method of philosophical thinking. ‘7he
Symposium’ demonstrates the process, where each speech contributes to a deeper
understanding, but none offers a final, conclusive explanation. This ongoing inquiry, the
article suggests, reflects Plato’s broader view of philosophy as a continuous process,
where knowledge is always provisional and subject to further investigation. This article
explores Plato's specific concept of dialogue by examining ancient Greek plays,
particularly tragedies and Socratic dialogues, often referred to as aporetic dialogues. At
the same time, Socrates's conversations paved the way for Plato to discover potential
answers to fundamental questions, although these answers based upon the Platonic
understanding of dialogue often remain incomplete. The theme of incompleteness is
central to the article’s analysis of ‘The Symposium’. This incompleteness is intentional
and reflects Plato’s view that knowledge is never fully attained. ‘The Symposium’
invites further investigation and emphasizes that no single perspective can fully explain
the complexity of love or, by extension, any philosophical concept. This incompleteness
also mirrors Plato’s belief that philosophy is not about reaching absolute answers but

about engaging in a process of exploration, inquiry, and refinement. Furthermore, the
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article explores how the dialogue’s structure exemplifies Plato's view of knowledge as a
collective endeavor. Unlike other dialogues, where Socrates often takes the lead in
guiding the conversation, the Symposium gives equal voice to a range of speakers, each
representing a different view. This diversity of perspectives enriches the conversation,
emphasizing that truth is not found in a single voice but emerges through the exchange
of multiple perspectives. In this way, ‘The Symposium’ underscores the openness of
philosophical inquiry, where the contributions of all participants are necessary to
approach a fuller understanding of the subject at hand. In conclusion, this article argues
that ‘The Symposium’ should be understood not only as a dialogue about love but as a
schema for philosophical dialogue in general. The dialogue’s structure, which
emphasizes incompleteness and the participation of multiple voices, illustrates Plato’s
view of philosophy as a dynamic and evolving process. By examining ‘The Symposium’
as a schema for dialogue, the article highlights the central role of dialogue in Plato’s
philosophy and provides insight into how philosophical ideas are developed through
ongoing inquiry and the collective exchange of perspectives. ‘The Symposium’,
therefore, becomes not just a work about love but a profound reflection on the nature of
philosophical thinking itself.
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