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Abstract

This research aims to introduce and critically analyze Khaldoun Hassan Al-Naqeeb's
book. Al-Nageeb, a Kuwaiti political sociologist, draws inspiration from Fernand
Braudel's historical approach to explore the historical structure of the relationship
between society and the state in the Persian Gulf and Arabian Peninsula. The book
begins by examining the geography of the region, introducing the concept of the
"natural state of economic life," and discussing the "cycle of tribal elites," which,
through the synergy of commercial and tribal approaches, reveals the historical structure
of developments in the region. With the advent of colonialism, the natural state and the
cycle of tribal elites were disrupted, and tribal elites allied with colonial powers shaped
the final form of the countries on the southern shores of the Persian Gulf through
successive treaties. After the discovery of oil, rentier states in these countries
transitioned into Authoritarian states with distinctive characteristics. At the end of the
book, criticisms are raised, including determinism, inadequacy of documents, and an
ideological perspective.
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Extended Abstract

The book 'Al-Mujtama’ wa al-Dawla fi al-Khaleej wa al-Jazira al-Arabiya: Manzur
Mutkhtalif by Khaldoun Hassan Al-Nageeb, a Kuwaiti political sociologist, examines
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the historical structure of the relationship between society and the state in the Gulf and
Arabian Peninsula. Inspired by Fernand Braudel's historical approach, Al-Nageeb
introduces concepts such as the ‘natural state of economic life’ and the ‘tribal elite
cycle’. His work critiques traditional historiography and argues that the region's history
should be analyzed beyond simplistic narratives of tribes and oil. Al-Naqeeb asserts that
the natural state of economic life was shaped by trade and tribal structures, with the
‘tribal elite cycle’ playing a key role in maintaining the historical structure of the region.
Trade was the primary driver of economic and social organization, with merchant elites
relying on tribal alliances for security. However, colonialism disrupted this system as
tribal elites aligned with colonial powers to shape the modern Gulf states through
treaties. The discovery of oil further transformed the region, leading to the emergence of
rentier states that evolved into Authoritarian regimes characterized by centralized power
and economic control. In the first chapter, Al-Naqeeb critiques traditional
historiographical approaches and argues that the region's history should be examined
through broader historical concepts rather than being reduced to tribal politics or oil
wealth. He introduces the concept of the "natural state" as a framework for
understanding the historical dynamics of the region, drawing parallels with Braudel's
concept of the "world economy." While Braudel highlights independent commercial
cities like Venice and Amsterdam, Al-Naqeeb argues that tribal aristocracies and
peripheral empires controlled economic centers in the Persian Gulf and the Red Sea. Al-
Nageeb further analyzes trade in the region and employs the concept of Mudarabah
trading, a system where a capital owner entrusts their wealth to a merchant who seeks
profit through trade. This model, which existed before Islam, took on new dimensions
after its advent and remained central to the region's economic system. He emphasizes
that trade routes played a crucial role in sustaining the tribal elite cycle, as interior tribes
provided security to merchants in exchange for payments. With the expansion of
colonialism, the tribal elite cycle faced resistance, leading to nationalist movements in
Yemen, Oman, and Najd, often influenced by religious ideologies. Al-Nageeb interprets
these movements as attempts to reclaim economic and political independence. However,
British dominance ultimately led to the end of the natural economic state, replacing it
with rentier economies. The discovery of oil reinforced this shift, allowing ruling elites
to consolidate power and control national economies. He argues that the rentier states,
through oil wealth, extended their influence over civil society and national identity,
paving the way for modern Authoritarian regimes. In the final section, Al-Nageeb

introduces the concept of the "Authoritarian state," which he describes as a system
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where ruling elites infiltrate civil society and control economic resources, weakening
national identity. While he offers recommendations to counteract this trend, he
acknowledges that these solutions have not been realized in practice. Despite Al-
Nageeb's innovative analysis, his book has certain limitations. Firstly, his approach is
somewhat deterministic, attributing historical transformations primarily to structural
forces while downplaying the role of human agency. Secondly, his reliance on historical
documents is sometimes insufficient, weakening the empirical foundation of some of
his arguments. Thirdly, his ideological perspective influences his interpretations,
particularly regarding sectarian issues such as Shi'ism in Iraq and Bahrain. These biases
occasionally result in conclusions that do not fully align with historical realities.
Khaldoun Hassan Al-Nageeb (1941-2011), a Kuwaiti political sociologist and
descendant of Sayyid Talib Al-Nageeb, was a leading intellectual in the Arab world,
particularly in the Persian Gulf. He authored numerous books and articles addressing
the sociopolitical structures of Arab societies. Beyond academia, he was an active
public intellectual who sought to engage in social criticism and advocate for political
reform. Al-Nageeb's book, first published in 1987 by the Center for Arab Unity Studies,
offers a novel approach to understanding nation-state formation in the southern Persian
Gulf and Arabian Peninsula. He contends that the emergence of modern states in the
region is not merely a consequence of oil wealth but a natural outcome of their
historical and civilizational environment. His analysis is influenced by Braudel's
structuralist and critical theories, which he employs to examine how modern Arab states
have exercised economic and political domination over their societies. Al-Nageeb
structures his analysis around the "natural state of economic life," which he argues
shaped the region's historical trajectory. He introduces the "tribal elite cycle," a
framework that explains how trade and tribal structures interact to form a dynamic
economic and political system. This cycle persisted for centuries but was ultimately
disrupted by colonialism. As tribal elites formed alliances with colonial powers, the
traditional economic order was replaced by a new political structure dictated by
European interests.

The discovery of oil further transformed these states, leading to the rise of rentier
economies. These states later transitioned into Authoritarian regimes, where ruling elites
used oil revenues to maintain centralized power and suppress political opposition. Al-
Nageeb argues that oil wealth allowed these states to dominate civil society, weakening
independent political institutions and fostering state control over national identity. Al-

Nageeb's work provides a critical and innovative perspective on the history and politics
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of the Persian Gulf and Arabian Peninsula. However, the book is not without its flaws.
His deterministic approach, limited use of historical documents, and ideological biases
present notable weaknesses. Nevertheless, his analysis offers a valuable framework for
understanding the historical and political evolution of the region.
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