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Abstract

This article examines the evolution of criminal law books in Iran from the inception of
modern legislation to the present day. The main issue is how historical and social
contexts have influenced the development of legal thought in criminal law books, with
the goal of providing an analysis of the progression of these texts. Utilizing discourse
analysis and context-oriented hermeneutics, the study focuses on the examination of
these books in both pre- and post-revolutionary periods, emphasizing the historical and
social contexts. The results of the research indicate that despite differences arising from
changing political and social conditions and the preferences of the authors, the overall
structure of these books has not undergone a fundamental change and the tradition of
their writing has continued to this day.
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Extended Abstract

This essay explores the evolution of criminal law books in Iran over the past century,
focusing on how historical and social contexts have influenced their development. The

study examines whether these influences have resulted in significant changes in the
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structure and content of such texts or if a consistent tradition has persisted despite major
political and social transformations, including the Islamic Revolution. The central issue
addressed is the extent to which historical and social contexts have shaped legal thought
as reflected in criminal law books. The essay seeks to understand whether these texts
exhibit a clear trajectory of transformation or continuity over time. The objectives of the
essay are to trace the progression of Iranian criminal law books from the inception of
modern legislation to the present, analyze the impact of historical and social changes on
their structure, themes, and methodologies, identify continuities and divergences
between pre- and post-revolutionary texts, and offer a genealogical perspective on these
texts to understand their evolution within Iran’s unique socio-political landscape. The
research employs a combination of discourse analysis and context-oriented
hermeneutics. These methods allow for a detailed examination of both the textual
content of criminal law books and the broader socio-political frameworks that
influenced their creation. The primary focus is on academic texts authored by prominent
Iranian legal scholars that have been widely referenced in legal education and practice.
The research process includes the selection of key criminal law books based on their
influence and relevance across different historical periods, contextual analysis of these
texts within their respective socio-political contexts (such as the Constitutional
Revolution, Pahlavi-era reforms, and post-revolutionary developments), a comparative
study between pre- and post-revolutionary works to identify shifts in themes, structures,
and methodologies, discourse analysis to examine how authors’ perspectives reflected
broader societal debates, and hermeneutic interpretation to uncover underlying
assumptions and values that shaped their content. The key findings reveal that despite
significant political and social upheavals over the past century, the overall structure of
criminal law books has remained largely consistent, reflecting a strong tradition in
Iranian legal scholarship that transcends ideological shifts. Historical events such as the
Constitutional Revolution, modernization under Reza Shah, and the Islamic Revolution
have influenced thematic emphases within these texts. Pre-revolutionary texts were
heavily influenced by European legal traditions, particularly French jurisprudence,
while post-revolutionary works incorporated Islamic principles more prominently but
retained many methodological approaches from earlier periods. Differences in authors’
intellectual orientations are evident but do not fundamentally alter the overarching
framework of these books. Many criminal law texts prioritize pedagogical clarity over
methodological innovation, reflecting their role as academic resources for students. The

study highlights how Iranian criminal law has navigated tensions between Sharia-based
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norms and secular principles throughout its history. In conclusion, this essay
demonstrates that while Iran’s criminal law books reflect broader societal
transformations, they also embody a resilient tradition that has withstood significant
political and ideological shifts. By adopting a genealogical approach, this research
provides valuable insights into how legal scholarship interacts with historical change in

Iran’s complex socio-political environment.
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