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the Freudian science, is by rights a science of culture, and consequently a political

science’ because in Freud’s schema ‘the contrast of the social and the individual

falls within the limits of psychoanalysis (Stavrakakis 1999: 2).
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As his work evolved and his approach radicalised, he was led to deconstruct the
whole essentialist division between the two (ibid.: 3- 4).
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The desiring human subject is constructed around a centre which is the other
insofar as he gives the subject his unity.
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the symbolic provides a form into which the subject is inserted at the level of his

being. It.s on this basis that the subject recognises himself as being this or that.
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This power of the signifier cannot be reduced to the physical presence or the
behaviour of the biological parents. As we shall shortly see, it is the Name-of-the-

Father, the symbolic and not the real father, who is the agent of this power, the
agent of symbolic Law (ibid.: 19).
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Here again, we shall argue that both a historical and theoretical analysis reveals
that the politics of utopia.which has for long dominated our political horizon.lead
to a set of dangers that no rigorous political analysis and political praxis should
neglect (ibid.: 10).
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Lacanian theory can be one of the catalysts for these political liberations,
simultaneously offering a non-foundational ethical grounding for their articulation
(ibid.: 10).
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