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In the Sasanian administrative division the Persian Gulf fell under one of the four
kusts, “sides” or “quarters”. This kust was called kust-i khavarwaran or
“southwestern quarter”, and a Middle Persian text describes the area as protected
at two locations: “The city of Hira was built by Shabuhr, the son of Ardashir, and
he appointed Mihrzad the margrave of Hira over the wall of the Arabs”. Also, “the
city of Asur and the city of Weh-Ardaxshir were built by Ardaxshir, the son of
Spandyad. And he appointed Oshag, of Hagar, as the margrave (over the) Do-sar
and Bor-gil by the wall of the Arabs.
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