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but the real question is what Is the nature of the objective function it maximize.
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For example, consider the approach to constructing Inequality indices based on
social loss of equivalent income pioneered by Atkinson.
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freedom with the real opportunity that we have to accomplish what we value.
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If we are interested in the freedom of choice, then we have to look at the choices
that the person does in fact have.
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It is also possible to use the notion of ‘rightness’ as opposed to ‘goodness’ of the
society to argue for the same substantive arrangements.
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but answering question (1), on the identification of the objects of value does not, on
its own, yield a particular answer to question (Y), regarding their relative values.
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But the selection of space can also have a good deal of discriminating power, both

because of what it includes as potentially valuable and because of what it excludes

from the list of objects to be weighted as intrinsically important.
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The capability approach begins with identifying a relevant space for evaluation,

rather than arguing that everything that can be put into the format of that space
must, for that reason, be important-not to mention, equally significant.
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Indeed, if freedom had only instrumental importance for a person's well-being and
no intrinsic relevance, then it would be appropriate-in the evaluation of well-
being-to identify the value of the capability set simply with the value of the
chosen functioning combination.
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Even the removal of all elements of a feasible set (e.g. a 'budget set’) other than
the chosen best element would be seen as 'no real disadvantage', since the freedom
to choose does not, in this view, in itself matter.
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and ‘doing X’ is distinguished from ‘choosing to do X and doing it’.
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A person's agency achievement refers to the realization of goals and values she
has reasons to pursue.
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A person as an agent need not be guided only by her own well-being.
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The former refers to the realization of one's objectives, regardless of one's own
role in bringing about that realization. The latter, in contrast, is a more specific
notion of agency success, concentrating on one's success specifically as an agent.
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if my agency objectives include the independence of my country, or the

elimination of famines, the first view of agency achievement would be well met if

the country does become independent, or if famines are in fact eliminated,

irrespective of the part |1 personally manage to play in bringing about that
achievement.
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i.e. whether what we value is the achievement irrespective of the instrumental
process, ...
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e.g. by distinguishing between 'the occurrence of A' and 'the occurrence of A
through our own efforts', it is formally possible to embed the particular feature of

'instrumental agency success' within the general format of 'realized agency
success'.
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There would be nothing contrary in the fact that an enhancement of agency
freedom (i.e. an increase in one’s ability to promote goals that one has reasons to

promote) can lead to a reduction of well-being freedom (and correspondingly to a
decline in achieved well-being).
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Many freedoms take the form of our ability to get what we value and want,
without the levers of control being directly operated by us.
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The controls are exercised in line with what we value and want.
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To confuse freedom with control can drastically reduce the scope and force of that
great idea.
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A public policy that eliminates epidemics is enhancing our freedom to lead the
life-unbattered by epidemics-that we would choose to lead.
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Not having malaria, or not being hungry, does add to one's well-being ...
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