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Abstract

The concept of the subject, along with concepts such as object, God, and substance, is one
of the most important concepts in the history of philosophy. Each of these concepts can be
used to narrate a history of philosophy. This is precisely the mission of Robert C. Salman
that he sets out for himself in his book The Rise and Fall of the Self (A History of Western
Philosophy, Vol. 7). He began the history of the subject, or, in his own terms, 'History of
the Self' from the beginning of German idealism in the second half of the eighteenth
century, with Kant (together with prominent idealists such as Fichte, Schelling, and Hegel),
to the first glimpses of the collapse of modern subjectivity and proliferation of critical
approaches, such as Nietzsche, Kierkegaard, and Heidegger. In the end, he ends his
discussion with the most prominent postmodern figures, such as Foucault and Derrida. The
present article focuses on the first Persian translation of this book, rather than the formal
and content review of this work. As a result, the present article is more than a mere critique
of the book’s content itself, a critique of translation that, although it criticizes a particular
translation, hopes that this critique will provide a critical analysis about the translation of
philosophical works in general.
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“The method of the empiricists — however opposed to Descartes — strengthened
the emphases on experience and introspective reflection, on nature of the identity
of the self, and on the importance of the first-person standpoint”.
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“... the main thread of the story of modern European philosophy, even if these
terms are not much used after the turn of the nineteenth century. On the
Enlightenment side is the heavy emphasis on science, universal principles, and
rationality. On the romantic side are deep doubts about science, and reliance on

intuition and feeling rather than reason. But what they share is as important as
their disagreements”.
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“But it was part of the same middle-class, urban mentality that made up the core
of the French and English Enlightenment - without its political opportunities”.
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“Romantic sensibility (especially the views of Rousseau), the pious life (for
example, of a Benedictine monk), the success-motivated life of ...”
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“It was not the distinctive set of doctrines ... but ...
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“And to make matters more confusing, both he and schiller referred to themselves
as ‘classic’ as opposed to romantic”.
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. he follows the barely enlightened model of the Prussian constitutional
monarchy”.
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“Rousseau more than anyone else celebrated this sense of the isolated individual
in touch with himself and nature, and out of touch with society”.
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“The Will, the thing in itself, is not unknown to us and beyond the reach of
experience”.

cJJjWJJw&f@}‘)&&“&;ﬁ?&)b)b}j%ﬁ#v}-‘/&ﬂt}-d‘)b

O Syl b g LAl bo (o)t B 3L Fosly) rgnlg f dear 5
e 40 20
kel e

“Schopenhauer ... insists that consciousness is the mere surface of the mind”.
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“One can no more choose to be saintly or not to be moody”.
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“They were also guilty of promulgating the error that Frege chastised as
‘Psychologism’.
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“Stumpf held that truth was a property of the contents of consciousness”.
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“Dilthey’s historicism already heralded a new era in which the incommensurability
of world-views would become more of a premiss than hesitant conclusion”.
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“... tolerance for paternalism and self-righteisness”.
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“It is true that the Enlightenment was often at odds with Church authorities”.
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“And what is yet stranger, the less natural and pressing his wants, the more
headstrong are his passions ...”.
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“But in Germany the political situation was such that reform was all but unthinkable”.
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“Knowledge is important for Kant, but he summarized his own philosophy as the

need to ‘limit knowledge in order to make room for faith’”.
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“Science and knowledge have their limits, and one of those limits is the boundary
of human action”.
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“Here especially we see his deep indebtedness to Rousseau, as well as a paralled
with the first Critique”.
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“It is just rational in a different way, in a different realm of reason”.
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“It is not rousseau the champion of sentiment against reason who is so relevant

here...”.
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“Freedom is not to be found only in the realm of action”.
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