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Abstract 

This article reviews and criticizes Aristotle’s Eudemian Ethics based on Anthony Kenny’s 

translation. We have tried to show that morality in Aristotle means living good, and his 

purpose in writing this work is to find an answer to the question “ what is good life and 

how can we achieve it?”; an answer in the virtuous tradition of the philosophical 

environment about which he is thinking. Hence, the understanding of the nature of what 

happiness is based on the understanding of the nature of virtue is significant. After 

examining all the various virtues, he ultimately defines happiness as “full life activity 

according to complete virtues” (1219 a, 39), and this main virtue includes all other virtues, 

namely moral virtue and intellectual virtue. Studying and acquainting with such a book for 

those interested in ethical studies have this advantage that they can examine some of the 

ethical issues in society from the scope of virtuosity. 
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�� .3��  	  :���<�� 
0$7 (���   ���"��� ��"�� :
�.���	  -�f�g���  ��"��� ��	���� & ����	�m0! ���� (�0	 3E4! )1976 C(  '�6%"��

 �����R�����  G"	��  6%!5 )2002 C( "��,!�   ��"��� f�"g��� '���� )1979(C &  "���� �
 ��	���� ����)2011.(  

���� ��	���� ����  Gt� �� �� ������� (��5    3"��  !�"!�� �"�  3"��   ��  "$�240 
      (# Z&� ��"7 & '%"< �"����  "40?=!� �"� �hAt �"�   Z�"�2011 ��    '�=")!�� >���")�!�

'%< �)�$	 ���A4�# � .3������  &� �� "	%�	� -�     ��"S & M"��� +"2 '��    (# �� �"� 3"��
'%< '%0<�� & >&�A� �� 3��     1&�".	 & ��D")	 ��"�� & ���� 
�� (�0	 ����	 >�D��)�

����	�m0! ����  ����� �� (�"0	 v��)	 ���� �� (������T �,!%	 �� ��E��) (#  �"2  (�")! (
%2�. +2 7
0$C   x�"�	 �"���� -�D�!� ��  $� �� -%$	��� ��04�  h0y�� >�m!   "	   %"$�

 p��	x�y&   )8�B0� ��Z}%��� �� -  �2����� >���<� &  	  .��<i�h� 5�   Y"0! -��t
B8� �� +���	  -%$� &Gg: -%$�  �2 &f�g���   ��"�� �"2 -���h	 �� p��$�	 
�&�$S (���C 

3�� C3<�%! ���&  ?t� �;� ��� �� ��  ��  (�"�# �� �,!���	 >�S�y�	 ��   "	  "$� & %
�� ���T M?�8	 oV�E	 (�0	 r�E��� (���� �� �� '%$!���  E��$	 �h!  	 .%2�  

����� ��  $� ��E��  	 ����� ����� ��,$	 5� �� %<��  -�!%!��� & 1�A<    %"$� �"����C 
�� �!
  ������ ��� �A� ��   &� q�5���"z� �;�  !�!�� Gt� �A�  |"T�&��  -�"9 (�%"$7    �����"� %"$�


�	 �� ��  !�4� -��� ����� k�! 
�� .340! >��� & >��?�  !�!��  -�2   !�"!��   ��$"<#
p��$	 %!��%!  �� .3��-��� ���� 5� ���	 %$7 �!��!�  &�  "���� �"� �4���	 ���  ��"��   
"��

)Simpson& ���� ���� >��?� & >���  !�!�� ������ �� -���5 %V�� �� �� (  	 �  �"� %<�
�����  -�3h� G�! %$� �����  ,A��  	 :+0$�  

. ��:R 1214  CM��8 -13  :  

There are many matters and features of nature that present problems and need to be 

investigated. Some of the disciplines that treat of these contribute simply to the 

acquisition of knowledge; others are concern is to investigate also with getting 

things and doing things. From time to time we shall have occasion to treat matters of 

purely theoretical philosophy, in so far as they are relevant to our inquiry; but our 

first concern is to investigate what constitutes a good life, and how it is to be 

attained. (Kenny)  
�E$� & p���	  -�2 -�%.�	 R��"���      n5} & ���� ��"�& o"h����	 G��"4	 3"02�	

����� 3��(# R �2 '��9 .��< J0�h�  -���<� 5�  -�2   �"�  "�?S R��"���    >�S�"y�	 
"��
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oh�  	 -��� B!�� p4� �� ��:�t %$$�  	 �%�� q%$!���� ��<�  -�2  J"0�h� +2 �=��
R����� 3��   ����h! +2 & �0<� ��R ������ (# �2#�� .3�( ��      lE��"	 �"	 J"0�h� �"� �"�

 G��4	 �� ��2�6 C3��A4?:� H�:�t  "�%�� 348! �	� q%< +02��� ����	 -�,!�    
"�� �"	
�� ���  6%!5 -Y07 �7 �� +0$�  ���� �� 3��  	   �"h! & �5�"�R  0"gh�  
0"$7 G

 6%!5  -�.3�� �!�=7 

Of the many theoretical studies that have something puzzling about them and need 

examination as regards each thing and each nature, some tend only to knowledge but 

others deal with getting and doing the thing. As regard what is matter merely for 

theoretical philosophizing, then, we must discuss what is proper to the study when 

the right time arrive.  

First, however, we must examine what living well is found in and how it is 

acquired. (Simpson) 
�����  ��	�D�� R�,! >�.���	 5� -��04�   3"�� n5} & ���� ��"�& - �"�����  �"�   �"2

  ����  �02�	 �2 & � <��<q )  ��� ���� (�2      %"!��� �"��� B"!�� �"� ��:�"tC   �"	�
�%���  �	 F9 .3��0<� ������ & G0gh� �=��  ��� 	�=$2  %"��� BE��$	 3T& ��C 

������ �� #(  �7 1�t k�y�	�A4?: C3�� -�,! -5�& %��� # 5�(   �"7   �".���	 p"��$	
��) 
��  .+0$� oh� 3�� (f�g�  

��
�� Z�VC 3:�� �!�=7 ���  6%!5 �� +0$�  ���� �%����� 3�� n5}  	   & ��"<
 �!�=7�� 3��  	   .%�# 

. ��:R 1249  C�20 -25:  
This applies to the soul: for the soul the ideal standard is to have the minimum 

awareness of the irrational part of the soul qua irrational. That, then, is our statement 

of what is the standard of nobility and what is the point of the things that are good in 

the abstract. (Kenny)  

 
��f�g��� �%t FA!  	       GT�%"V �"� 3"�� 
"�� F"A! -��� Z��%�� ��0.	 :%$�
 2�6#  -� !��S�0� 3D� 5� FA!  !��S�0� �Y� 5� (���  �"X0�!�� .%<�� ��<��C   �0"y��

����� �	 RM��< ��0.	 (���  &f�g��� /0! ��:�t ��  ��0<� %!� 
�� .3�� �!�6  
And for the soul this hold and the soul’s best mark is this: let it least perceive the 

soul’s other part insofar as it is such. About what gentlemanly quality’s mark is, 

then, and what its target for things simply good, let this be our statement. (Simpson)  
��:�6 �,! �� FA! -��� 
�� &  	 !�)! 
���D� & ��<�   %"02� '5��� :3�� 
�� FA!

#�� FA! �=�� �Y� 5�  �%!� ��g� FA!( �� ��
��   %"02� '5��� .%<�� ��<�� 3�� 
0$7
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