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Abstract

Among the arts of the Islamic era, pottery is one of the most diverse and attractive arts,
which has always been considered by archaeologists and Islamic art researchers. Therefore,
many specialized books and catalogs have been published in various languages about this
art and its introduction in a variety of ways, many of which have been compiled based on
the works of a private collection or museum. The present paper seeks to review the
translation of one of these books, which is actually a volume of a multi-volume collection
dedicated to the introduction of Islamic artworks in Nasser Khalili collection. A careful
review of the translation of the mentioned book, which has been published under the title of
"Islamic Pottery", indicates that this work, despite its remarkable print quality and the
fluency of the text in some parts, has some serious deficiencies and weaknesses in its
translation and edition. From among the most significant weaknesses, serious and
numerous problems in recording proper nouns, especially the geographical names and the
names of ancient sites, the translator’s unfamiliarity with the technical terms and
vocabulary of Islamic pottery and art, errors and ambiguities in translation, and ultimately
the editor’s biased and erroneous explanations can be mentioned.
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(The term Laqgabi appears to have been coined by dealers) (Grube 1994: 252).
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(The use of stone-paste ware in the Muslim word was, it has been suggested, an
Egyptian innovation) (Grube 1994: 249).
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(This small bowl decorated with a sphinx, depicted in the regardant position

characteristic of the Raqqa style (the forelegs have been repainted)) (Grube 1994: 254).
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Both of vessel seen here appear to have been popular in the Saljuq period. While the

first seems to have been produced exclusively in monochrome, the second is also

recorded with blue-and-white strips, and lustre-painted decorations) (Grube 1994: 186).
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(The upper part of body is decorated with a simple pattern of flat wide ribs)

(Grube 1994: 185).
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(The division of the rim into seven lobes is unusual and must have proved difficult, a

fact borne out by unequal size ... Lobed rims also known in earthen ware from east Iran)
(Grube 1994: 307).
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(The stylistic evidence suggests, however, that the earlier date is not the date of

manufacture but a reference perhaps to an earlier revetment, possibly in brick)
(ibid.168).
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