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Abstract

The Roman historian Tacitus’ s Book of Annals is an important historical source on the
history of the Parthians and their neighbors. Although Mirsaidi’s, the translator, main
focus is on Roman history, this book also has some very important mentions on the role of
the Parthians and their subordinate lands, but they were not translated. In this work, a
comparative study was conducted between the original English version of the book and its
Persian translation to examine the accuracy of the content of the Persian translation. The
authors have tried to review the translation of the book after introducing the main gist of
the book and some of its important non-Persian editions and subsequently comparing these
translations with its English translation. This reminds the value and/or issues related to the
work, along with an emphasis on some neglected points in the Persian translation. The
writers of this article have translated some parts of the book, which relates to Parthian
history in Iberia and Armenia. Iranian and Parthian houses played an important role in
these lands. These parts are not in the Mirsa’idi’s translation, but their history was in
association with Parthian history in Persia.
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23 As to Barea Soranus, the Roman knight, Ostorius Sabinus, had already claimed
him for his own, in a case arising from Soranus' proconsulate of Asia; during which he
increased the emperor's malignity by his fairness and his energy, by the care he had spent
upon clearing the harbour of Ephesus, and by his failure to punish the city of Pergamum
for employing force to prevent the loot of its statues and paintings by the Caesarian
freedman, Acratus. But the charges preferred were friendship with Plautus and
popularity-hunting in his province with a view of the winning it for the cause of
revolution. The time chosen for the condemnation was the moment when Tiridates was
on the point of arriving to be invested with the crown of Armenia; the object being that,
with public curiosity diverted to foreign affairs, domestic crime might be thrown into
shadow, or, possibly, that the imperial greatness might be advertised by the royal feat of

slaughtering illustrious men.
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