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Abstract

Carlton Stevens Coon is one of the most prominent figures in the Prehistoric Archaeology
of Iran. He conducted the first systematic field expeditions in the Iranian Archaeology 70
years ago. For many years his works have been taught in the Iranian universities. Now and
after almost seventy years, a need for critical review of his works sounds inevitable. In this
research, such review was performed based on five categories: theoretical approaches of
the field works, degree of specialty, fieldwork approaches, data collecting methods, and
data processing procedures. The results indicate that his theoretical and practical
approaches have suffered from many weaknesses. Coon’s main concern was to find human
remains (Neanderthals in particular) rather than conducting clean archaeology excavations.
On the other hand, his horrifyingly racist publications, rumors about his employment as an
intelligence operative by the CIA during the WW II and the Cold War, plus countless
unanswered questions concerning the sites he chose to excavate in Iran, all support this
hypothesis that Archaeology was not his first priority in Iran.
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11. Wherever Homo arose, and Africa is at present the most likely continent, he soon dispersed,

in a very primitive form, throughout the warm regions of the Old World ... If Africa was the

cradle of mankind, it was only an indifferent kindergarten. Europe and Asia were our
principal schools (Coon 1962).

12. The earliest Homo sapiens known, as represented by several examples from Europe and
Africa, was an ancestral long-headed white man of short stature and moderately great brain
size ... The negro group probably evolved parallel to the white strain (Coon 1962).
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