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Abstract 

In this essay, we have tried to study the form and content of the book Against Liberalism, 

to show that John Kekes’s work is suffering from a kind of theoretical trap that runs 

throughout his book. In doing so, we have followed a textualist standpoint by which we 

aimed to highlight the main framework of Kekes’s understanding of liberalism. We 

explained that his understanding of liberalism is fundamentally affected by his 

conservatism standpoint. This affection is the main source of what we call Kekes’s 

theoretical trap. The theoretical trap that ultimately leads the author to a misunderstanding 

on his goal, which is to present a coherent critique of liberalism, and turns his work into 

rhetorical statements in political debates. We have tried, as far as possible, to refrain from 

using any personal views on politics in this paper, especially in the face of liberalism and 

conservatism. John Kekes’s book is, in general, and in terms of scientific validity and the 

importance of the contribution to the subject area, has a very low validity and quality. 
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� �
� �	  ���  ��;?�!� ��� "� 7�{���@��� L�F&�� �86� 3	   "  ����

�+� HZ�
6� �� 4��*+%� (%��T� �%&' >��� �;?�!� v��"  ������86�    �>�K� ����  ���
�� �	 .
���� 4�6�� �  *J
K� 4y!� MZ"� �������	 �;?�!� ��� �@���  	�� 4
+)� " ��    ��$�� ���
 .�%� 86��;?�!� ����� �
��	 	�/" ()%��*+%� "    ���"� �� 	��� .WD����� .�    L��%T%� ���
&� �� }��*�5  ,$-�  *;�4� �
��	*P 	��.  

  
1.3 �@�	A� '	B�'�� )�*���C*� 	� �B ��C�
 � �  

�;?�!�  M����'  ����� .��=' 4'��   *�� .8�6� 3�� �
��=� 41=��"  *$? C�;�  ����   k��6�� 
�;?�!� ���  4'�� :86� 4=%)P #���  |�� �� �� 4&����� 86	  .	�	 4'���  L���N    ��=�

C�;� 4'�O
�� ����	 �=�� .W �n >%P  *��6�� '��E� 7�5 �
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?� Y� 
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)�  � 

�����	�  �*��� 4����'	 ���$&� �&2��)� ����� .8��6� .W .	�	� ����='��8  D� 4���*� ���� ����/�*� ����
�
��=� 3��  ��0W ��*��;?�!� ��������  �*�) 4��%��
�*� �.�� ��*_=�  ���   �*��1393" ( .W  ��n 

�� �!�����	 4K���� S� �� ��<u ��;?�!�  ����3	�"W    ���� )see Jones 2017: 157(�  ���   4B	��6
#��Q   .86� 3���1�  

��  ��V4&�� �;?�!� ���         L"��T� �w�A�� ��� U�%�' ����%P �.��)�� #�F' ��� 4=%��� *�  
.�)�� ��  ��7� *_�	 �	���
6� " 8�%+V �%9 D�   k��6� �%��� *� "  ��%/��     *��*����  *�A�P

  *��*� C�' " ��������P 
*_� 4�)Q �4'��
/�.�)��  ���     ���
�6� 	*�� D�  ��	����*� �	
  4�� ��� 86� k�6� ��� *� .86�   (%���_� (%����� » ��;?�!�  ����    " (�)%��*+%� ��� 4�1=��"  

#F'   >+�=/ 4��*B ���"�  *�B  	��� 	��E� "  «   ��*%�1�)1382 :175(.  (��  �%�=n�  �1����5 
�;?�!� ��� *��	��*%B�  L��Q ���"� *� 4JK1� �%����� .��=' »  4��%+V L��N D� 4��/"

4'��
/� 4B��D« )Gray 1995: 79(   ���P*� ��� 86�5  4'���    4�����/ ."�	 4K����� 8=�6 
	��	 	�/"  ����  S�!�3	*� ��%P ���$� 4K���� ���   .��%=� ����"� ��� . O�%n*�  4B���D �	  

�46�%6 4'��
/�� 4� #%$1� �� C	*� 4Q��� "       (�<? �	 ��� 8�6� k��6� �%��� *� .�=�	
�;?�!� �����5     7�� ��$&� ���� 4
�)� 7� �� .�)�� » 
�6	� 4�_=�*? 	�"«  .8�6� .W  ��n  �	
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K����4  �w&J
� 4��*B4=
+� *�    �� �%����Q ��� �"��  8%���" D� ."*�%� 4K���    4'���
/�  ���

���� �
��	 �%$� C	*� 7� 4B��D *� (��9 o��� &2)� 8%��� *�5    �	 ���*�� ��� 8%��"
#$�   *%B4���	�<� 	��	 3����  ��.��*/�	 C	*� a����     4B���D L���"*�� ��� a6�P �	 "

 ���T9 �3���� 	���E�� .���1�� 4���Q�"����3� ���
?*B ��*��Q #������ " v*/	����� " ������*��� .  
�;?�!� .����� »���*� 4&!� .���QW  ��%)�  �*� ��)  �D       *�� ��� 8�%�Q�" �	 (	����� ��*�'-�

4� O���� 46�%6 #N� 4� �%%�� �� .W L�*0� " �1K� .�=�    4�6�%6 v*�V *� �� 86� ���*�
���/ H�9 �� *j� �� �%T� �� 4��� ��5 4�  *1� 	D�6«  �*�)1393 :22.(  

�� D�5 ��� 4�*� ��  �� ��W�;?�!� ���     �� 4&���� �#�F' ��� >
���� �	  �    D� 4&$�� [�T�
.���6 �%1��=%� 4���� ��P*� ����/5 >%P L�%�Q�" 8%?*u �� w6�=
� " C	*�  "�    4��%+V  ���

4� HZ�
6� .W �	 	�/�� L���$�� " �=� :.���6 D� 4&$�   �4B���D ��� 4�	    #��' k��6�*�
��	�DW5 ��� �	 ���	�DW D� ��;=� C	*� � 4&�' �/  4�'�O
�� " 4�&� ���� 8���	 ."�   �� ����   .��%�

�;?�!� ���      4���	 k��6�*� ��$&� *�1� 4��Q�" 8�*6 8��=� k�6�*� �� �� 4�Q�"*%G .�
�� 4��&���� C�<T� D� 4'�O
��  C��
	�
�  �� 86� k�6� ��� *� .86��;?�!� ������F
�� .�:  

4'�� Y�� "  	�DW �%� *� w&Q �	 .	��� 	 	�/" 4B��D D� 4
=6  D� 4&$�� *� " 	��
4� |�*!��     ��� ��� ����� 8=6 .W 	�� �� 4
%6�)9 D� 3��W*�  	�DW ��� D� 4��%� �����

86� ��	�?" 4
=6 L��N .W )Okeshott 1989: 190.(  

 C�<T� �� 4=%��� ���D
	�
�  D� 3��W*���"�  *�B ��� ��     4�� v���"  /��� �	 .���� 5�< 
�	 �*� .	*� 3���1� .W �� �*� ����	� ���  4� �=%�D   :��)���» ����?�     U�9 �����	 ��!�

 z8)%n "��	 �� �AG  �*� .�)�� 4'�O
�� 5&2)� �%� 4&N��  (��*? ��	� " .	*�� 86��D�%�« 
 �*�)1393 :76.(  
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���F�  �=� 86	 " 3�1�  ��� �� 3�1� &%6"5 C�;�  ������ 4Q�� ���D�"	*�  D�6�=�   �����
3	*�� ��� )Gray 1995: 78(.  

4��9�	 �� »4
=6 3�B*;� ...k�6�*� �� �� .��	*� �� 4
Q" �H�*+%� (�*+� ���� 4�    ��� (%�����
8%=%' )objectivity:(%=� ��%P 86	 ( 4� .W �� .�</ (%����   (%�=%+� 8�)� M��Q�" �� M�
F%F9 ���B 

  � O%n .��� ��� ���� �
TB D� �� 86  �� ��E�*�8  4�� ~1� ��    4�� 3	��?� (%�=�  (%�����« 
)Gaus 2007: 3-4.(  
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�46�%6  ��	�<� 4'��
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��P*� ��5 86� 3�� �
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D�  ��/ »*
)�   ��46�%6« )political context(     ���  O�%n >���D �	 ��A�B*%0��   T�)&? C���5 
 46�%6�;?�!� ����'��E� ���  D�  �» *$?  ��*
)�« )intellectual context�
��6*� (   ��� ���

���� .W  ��C��Q �	 ��  L��*;� �� 41K��;?�!� ���.(%���� ��AB*%0�� ��� »    *�� ��9 D� >%�� �%���
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)��" " 4B�%=�  ����"�� ����	�<� #��F
��  L	��' "  ��� « 
"� �	

4K�����  �&)� ��=��	»���
6�� 7%��B��« )organic metaphor(  (�	D��� .*Q �	�  ��=%�D    ���
 >���%P  *$?�;?�!� ��� ��  �� .��=' 4'�� T)&?5 3	�� 46�%6 ����;?�!� k�6�*� .   ���� �

»3	�1B (%E9 ��
� a���� .W �	 �� 86�� 
D��W  �*�  �    ���%' " ������ D� 3�=�W 	*�
4� ��*K
6� �
�AB 	��«  �*�)1393 :157.(  
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� �	 �
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K%_�� )spontaneous order(  D�GW4� �(= .WD���� "� @��� ���5   �����	 4+������  &2�)�5 
 4��)�� 	*? 4=%=F�	�� �� �Y��� " 	*��� .��='    .��%� O����� 46�6� #��' ��;?�!�  ���� "  

 ()%��*+%�4� (6�  .  
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K%_��	�� (;�    �%�� �	  *�_�	  ��/ *�� D��  ���*;�    D�	*�P

4� 7���  �� .W .���8)/ �/" "� *;� k�6�*� .	*� �»4� (;�    4���)�� >=�� H�J!� �����
���� 4��)�� 49*V �� "« )McNamara and Hunt 2007: 87.(   �E%
� " H��J!� 4�;� �%=n5 
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��    �*�� 4���)�
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�
K%_��	�� »4� (;� ���� �
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�� 8%�Q�" » 86� �$�� ~�*�� �	 v*V�� ��V       �
���	 8��Z	 v�*�V 7�� *�� 4=��

����� 4��9�	 �� (;� �� "3�'�Q �=�D�%� v��   C"���� � ��=��    8�6� C��;� �	 C�E�)�� "« 
)Munger 2007: 177 .(      D� L��1�"� ��� 8�6�  O�%n .W ��� 7�	O�  	��D �9�� C�<T� ���

#$� .��*/     *%B  .86� 3	*� 3	�?� ����/  
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4� ��*Q �
K%_��	�� (;� L��*;�       ��1��JQ 8��%+V C��<T� ��� 8�6� 4�1F� ��	�   H�����
 L��*;� .W �	 4��)�� ��T��  4��  .��=� »        8��%+V .��1�� .��%� �*
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H�*+%� ��     4�� �����" ."��� �� L�*�%%%�� ��  ���*�AP« )Boyd and Morrison 2007: 87-88(� 
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4� �)��� �»   U�%+�� 3������ 8=�6     
*�A�P ��
�)� " *�A�P  4�@O/ L�*�%%�� )nuance (
86� 8%�Q��« )see Hayek 1978; McNamara and Hunt 2007; Okeshott 1989: 190(. 
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%��	*? C�<T�� ��%  :8���	  
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)� )Mises 2005: 9.(  

 (<? k�6�*� �� 86� 4��9�	 ����;?�!� ���	*� D� ��� »3��P  *�*�  �    " ���Z�F��  ���
3�'�Q ��=� L�!%/*� 4�*�  �
+�� �� ")3s�" 8��	�4�%+V*%G �� �40"��� (    ��� " ����Z	�'�� ��

86� 3�%E=6��«  �*�)1393 :67.(  
>%P  ��� 	*� �� (�	*� 3���� *�    ��� 4���=�� ���*;�  D�	*�P   4�� 3	��?� .W D� H�*�+%� .�   ��==�

(� ���%P  .8�6� �%�W	�� " ���  ��OB��� 	�/" 4F�=�  *��  ����   k��6� �»   4=%�W	��� (�<?
�86� #F
)� 4=�p ��j9 �=�D�%�  4������ D� �� 4=�p �/ ��OB     >����<�� " ����"�� .	*��

�� 
	�� #�Z	 ��+
'�  4=�p �%=n .86� ��	���*��� ��V     4&���� 4�=�p ����� *�OB�� o��
����« )Wall 1998: 129(.  

  
3.3 ��*IL��< 
L �M  
	NB OP'	�'�& �$
 
L 7
��  
.W 3�=)���  �*� �n  � 4� �� �%&' �� 	� �	 �����  ��*;��  �  ��)��=��   3s��" 8�%���  	��	  �

XK1�   �����	 8�6�=� �� 86� 4'����  �=�� .	*��   .	��� �
���� .W    �%��� k��6�*�



326   ����	 
��
 ������� �
���� � ���
 ��� ����� ������  ��
 ��� � !"�#$ ����%� &�'1399  

 

�=)��� #��F��	 �� 416*P �%�"� �L�"*� �()%��*+%� �%&'  ��
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