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Abstract

This article is dedicated to the evaluation of Spinoza’s TTP. TTP is one of the most
valuable treatises of the Enlightenment and represents the controversy of the old and the
new in seventeenth-century Europe. The treatise includes the historical hermeneutics of
Scripture and represents Spinoza’s republican political philosophy. The theological
chapters of TTP, as well as its political chapters, contain topics that can be useful to the
Iranian society involved in religious politics and political religion. Spinozist studies in Iran
have not been significant compared to Anglo-Saxon, Jewish, and French traditions. These
studies in the form of authorship and translation have become more serious from 2010
onward. The translation of 77P by Ali Ferdowsi in Iran is a good endeavor in itself, but
there are also criticisms. For several reasons, Ferdowsi’s translation cannot be considered
the end of the road: abstruse and unfamiliar language, unequal equivalents, misplacement
of some sentences and words, and especially exclusive reliance on Silverthorne-Israel
translation and lack of direct reference to Latin and other versions of this treatise can be
enumerated as the pitfalls.
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Prophetfa sive revelatio est rei alicuius certa cognitio a Deo hominibus revelata.

Propheta autem is est, qui Dei revelata iis interpretatur, qui rerum a Deo revelatarum

certam cognitionem habere nequeunt, quique adeo mera iide res revelatas amplecti

tantum possunt (Y0 155 5 o glo a5V &)
Prophecy or revelation is certain knowledge about something revealed to men by

God. A prophet is someone who interprets things revealed by God to those who cannot

themselves achieve certain knowledge of them and can therefore only grasp by simple
faith what has been revealed (\Y’ :Jﬂ)ﬁ\ 5 0o sk dazr ).
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Tantum timor homines insanire facit! Causa itaque, a qua superstitio oritur,
conservatur et fovetur, metus esl (Spinoza 1846:4 ¢ :,55 ool dz:N dseld).
Such is the unreason to which terror can drive mankind! ... Superstition, then, is
engendered, preserved, and fostered by fear (YY : .J| dox ).
To such madness are men driven by their fears. It is fear, then, that engenders,
preserves and fosters superstition (YAA : J 4 4oz 3).
It is dread that makes men so irrational. Hence, fear is the root from which

superstition is born, maintained and nourished (£ : il 31 5 O) 5 shew 2oz ).
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Here I propose only to speak of the divine law in general.
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What faith is, who the faithful are, the foundations of faith defined, and faith
definitively distinguished from philosophy (YA : Ll ) 5 O 555 show e ).
VOV 1 g5 e ) adedsd
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Quid sit fides, quinam fideles. Fidei fundamenta determinantur, el ipsa a pbilosophia
tandem separatur.
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Definitions of Faith, the True Faith, and the Foundations of Faith, which is once for

all separated from Philosophy (VAY : gl dax ).
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An analysis of faith, the faithful and the fundamental principles of faith. Faith is
finally set apart from philosophy (6)¢ : J,4 dax ).
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It is not the motive for obedience, but the fact of obedience, that constitutes a subject
(0¥ : J % dex ).
It is not the reason for being obedient that makes a subject, but obedience as such
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