
Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences, 

Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Monthly Journal, Vol. 21, No. 5, Summer 2021, 199-221 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2020.30352.1808 

A Critical Analysis on the Book 

Journey and Room in Xavier de Maistre’s Work 

(Le Voyage et la Chambre Dans L'oeuvre de Xavier de Maistre) 

Behrouz Avazpour
*
 

Nader Shayganfar
**

 

Abstract 

In the field of criticism of art, Gilbert Durand has invented five methods, and in this case, 

he has been directly influenced by Iranian Islam. Despite this, we do not know him 

fundamentally, we have not translated his works into our language, and we have not 

addressed them as we should. According to experts, one of his works which represents his 

intellectual system and consequently the substructure of his innovative methods, is a book 

that, according to him, is in fact an expanded version of a not so voluminous treatise 

entitled “Journey and Room in Xavier de Maistre’s Work”, the one which its analysis is the 

main subject of this article: this treatise seeks to explain the new system of thought, 

conceiving the invention of a new method of critique, mythocritic. In this treatise, based on 

the system and the method in question, a work by the French novelist de maistre is 

analyzed. This analysis had three main pillars: literary, psychological, and mythological. 

There are some criticisms of these pillars which were taken into account in this article. On 

the contrary, it should not be overlooked that the system in question, analytical mythology, 
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is one of the most applied artistic mythologies, just as the method in question, mythocritic, 

which is one of the most practical methods of artistic criticism. 

Keywords: Gilbert Durand, Analytical Mythology, Mythocritic, Xavier de Maistre, A 

Journey Around My Room. 
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��� 0,=$��5 � ��# ��   4'� ��='5#� ��� Q� .,=$��5     A	�'�=�� M'!�() "'� g')  
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,3 
9 "� �!N#) ��� �� 0	C�	�  "<,��	 ,3   "'I H K�!'� � ��9   ,'G�#� h!/+')    K�!'� '� �

"�#E ,>G�8 .��� ��5 A���  

1.2.2 ��� �����  

 C� "/��� .��� 	��� ��� "� �#�P3 �/��� � ,�	� D�   ,)�'!�1% ��v C�   
	'� ,'��	   �!'!�)
 � #� ,3�D�"� F�) ���0    ">'G�8 "'� �'�I=3 ,��#=(3 	#$ � � �	 � ��#� ,5��   ''  �'!H	   ')

>G�8� ��  '  .	��	,3 ��D=�� Q�  
9 �=3 	��"� �. R�  �'5�� ,>G�8 ,/�'��	 0  "'�   "��%�'5
"/��� �!�< �=3 !��� =G��� A�,      � -��'3 ��'7�� '� � ��#='�� ,� �3 o�=�=�� � Z��=�� �

,6=3 �!H	 	��=�� �5��z���=�� � �#�P3 �=3 �3� 0  � ,;@5 A�� !'G>)  "'�  �BA   �'�  ��#='��
��� ��7��	#$ 2����� � ���. �!N#) "� C�!�  �'X� "� 	����      A�'� ,)�'!�	� �!'�< C� A�'�3

"/��� 
��<  A�,8vC�  � A�7 A����	) ��<	 �� 
9 ,1�% �����uvC�  '?�	0   
9 4'X8
��#5	 4� �8 M�� A�� ,=� �� ,3 ���.  

��# ��  ��# '�� � A68 -�D� g� 46��	 ,�!�() ,���5     ��� g'� 4'6��	 ,J�'�
�$�� � A	��� ) ,��Estructuralism"=8E 	�!�� (   .�'�� �'���8   ,'��7� �' 3    �'�� �	 ��'5

�	$ hT� �� "/��� ��# ��  4'X3 A��      ��'5 �'�3�� '*� ��') ,'3  	#'5    �!@'T) �'� �
�	$  ,=���� hT� � ,�#��� W�# ��U!� ,3 	�� ,EV�� "�  �	'$ ��� A��    
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,3 M!6T) �� 
9 ���	. !6)" "�!1� �   C� 
9 
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)Claude Lévi-Strauss�$�''� C� "''� �''�� (  
�''��EU!''� �� "''� ,''3 ��1''5  ��''�3 � 	��
��# �� �$�� ,���5 ��# �� u�� .���E   �$�'� ,'���5   �'E» 
9 C� U!'�    M'!�() "'�

g) A��I3 ��# �� g) ��6) ����� hT� 0�5�� ��     "='�#!� 	#'$ "'� ��� ,��y7� 
�!3 �P�
��6) }!�) �	   �'� �P� g'�  '?�	   ,'3 ��'H  �'�!E« )Lévi-Strauss, 1974: 232  'D�3 �	 .(



 �
���� ,��-. ' /
.� � �0 � �!�
1 �2� ���	 ) ...5�� 6��7� '��  ��
8!
) '
� �9(   215 

 �$�� 0k��=��  �'�� 
�'G�� 
��	 �	 ,��& ,�#?/� 0�G!� o��$ 
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�>7  � 	��	 U��E M���=3 A��"1�   ,'3 ��	 k�'�� ��� � �� y!<    f!'/) �'��1350 :82 .(
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�!3	9 
��&� � 4��� � �3 ��=8E �� �� "�G��  "'��E�	 C� A�   ,'3 ��	�'!�� A�    �'�� � �'��

 ,T�) ,?��E�	"� 	#7� ,3  y7 "� 	��9"�  ,J��!3 g� h /  F'8�  ,��'5    ��# '�� � �'G!�
" ��� ��� 4�� C� ,6�       ��# '�� �'���� '� "'� k��='�� .����    C� ,�#'��� M3�'5 �� A�

�	$ ��# ��   ,'3 �'�       A���'��� "'� �'�� 
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"� A	#$  0��=G� ��I3 �H�8 	#$"� ,�65 -�D� ,3 M!6T) , ���� ��3  
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"''� 
�''!�� ��# ''�� ��$�''� g''� �=8''E ,''3 A�  A���''��� �$�''� �''�� 
��	 "''� �''3�J��
M!6T)   �'H�8 W���	  �'�I30          ��3#'=!3 ,'�I� ��# '�� |A��=$�'� 'R��% 4'6��	 4='!3 ,'�I�

)mythomene(0 ,3 ��I3 �7�� ��# �� .��#5       ,��'�3 C� :�'$ A�'�I3 �'�� �	 ,'���5 -�'D� 
 ��?� �!1� 4X8 �E �	 
9 4X8 � ��� 
���	 A68"�   :��# '�� s�&»  M'!�() �'!1��   A�'�

�$�''� �'' �3 � ,''��E ��# ''�� A�''�  �''�� �P''�����6�� 
���	 ��''*9 �	 k��=''�� A�« 
) ,���%  1390 :18  
�'�< .(     #@'T�9 0�'�� 	#X'T3 "'�  ��# '�� �	 
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 "� �$�	����   ,'3 
9 4'�� C� �3� 0��� o��$ ��=5#� ��� ��R#� �� C� "1�   "'� 
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��	 A'�� '*� "� ,%�1=7� A��  ,'3   	#'5
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Q� ,�	� � A�� �$�� ,� 0
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9 ,3 
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���	 M!�() �	 .(   ���'5� f!'� *� ,%�1=7� A��  ,'1� A�   0	#'5
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      C� -�	 -�'E .�'�� ��#='�� 
�'�9 '�� 4X8 �'���8     ,'EV�� �!'!I) ��� �'�� ,'��7�   A�'�
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��3��0 ��# �� Q� .���� ,;@5 W�# �� � "7� � 4� ,J��   �'�3�� ,E��C ��E9	#$��
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9 ��E9	#$ "7� � 4� ��� y�1=3.  
���	,�#�C� ���% �   �'!1% C� �	�'� A��   ��')

"�� ,3 y�1=3 =G3�	 ,��E9	#$�� A�� A#�C� � 	#5    �� C� ,��'E9	#$ A�'���=8� � ?�	
  
��� A���'�� ���'�� C� U!� .��=G� A� ,E��C h % z��� C� "�    '!1�� h'T� � "'����� �

��� 0�!H.$ 
#<���< �	 ,��E9	#$��   A�'� h'/i3       ,E�'�C ��'E9	#$ "'7� '� �#'(3
��	#� ,�=�3 ��3��,/���	 0 "� Q� C�    .�'8E ��'H A�7 "7#) M(3 4� ��E9	#$�� "7� 
9

�@� 	�3 ���  ��# �� "�  A����� C� ,J��h/i3    ,'3 p#'G(3 �#'(3  	#'5.    ,3�'1) Q'�
 ����� C� �#� ��� � 	��� A�������� 	��� 4� ��� ��� "�.   ,E�'�C �$��5 ����� ��� �	

U!''� �''�3��    ���y''E �''�� .�''��� A''�� ''*� A�''�I3 h''T� �''39�	 »�''�I3«  A''3� ��
U!�C�   �!!I) ��50 ���*0 ,3 t8 ���� �  uv C� "� ���h/i3 ,3 ��$    }'v�@3 � 	#'5

,3 �X�) �� 
9 hT� "� ���#)���9 M. ,/���	 "� 
�T� ,@���) ����  ,3    C� h'�I) �'�� "� ��	
 4=G!� 
H �1!�"� �V��  �3 ��D� ����� C� Q�h/i3    	�'X� Z#'8� "'� �� �    A�'� �� "'R%

�=3 A����� 	� ,/�$ �#(3.  }'v�@3 A����� A�� �� "R% 4� ��� C� �#� ��� "=�/�   �#'(3
	� ,/�$. ) s���Barthes Roland(0 �	-��3 "�D� ��� ���30     ,'3 :#';$ �'�� �	 �  :�'G�#

» �X�) }v�@3 �/#)"�  �3 A�X�h/i3 ,3 �613 	#5« )Barthes 1988: 172   �� �'�	 C� "'< 0(
l��8 C� "� ��� A�6=3 A����=5#� MR�� ,�=3 �   ,'3 "1'T<� A	�I=3 A��   .�'�!E

4� �� ,����=3 ����� ,�=3 � �	 ����=5#� ��� ,3 ��H� ?�	     �'>E '� ��'E "'� ���� �   	#�'5
 "��=��	!�() � ��E � ��� ,�=�30 @G1)0      '�6) �'�� "'=�/� ."'%C��3 ,=� �  �'�H�% �	

,3 y�1=3 ,��7 
9 �3� 0	#5 ��� }v�@3 �70  "�
9 "�#E       ,'3 "'=>E Z�'� "'� �') "'�   �'5
»h/i3« )ibid.: 171 .("� 4%C ,1� hT� }v�@3 uv C� A�� *� A��I3 0s���   "'6�� 0	#5

,3 "=$�� 	#5.  �!� Q�h/i3 < �       .	���'� ,'T�� �$�'�� �'�� �	 �� ,E�'�C 
#<��'�
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��� ,;;@) ,3 "�����5 ���v.  Q�    ,'3 ��'D=�� �' �3 ��'��     :#';$ �'�� �	 �� "'� 	��
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���	 C� U!� "� ��
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#'< � 	#'5
,1� �	��9� ��#50 ��% ��<	 ��W ,� ,3 �� 	#5  �,3�	 �) #J� "�     �'�� C� "'6�� �') ��	
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