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Abstract

In Spheres of Justice Walzer offers an explanation of the principles of distributive justice
based on an understanding of the meanings of the various social good. This explanation of
justice is “pluralistic” and based on the idea of “complex equality.” Walzer’s point is that
each area of social life has its own criteria for distributing social good, and one area should
not be extended to other areas. The opposite of Walzer’s ideal justice is coercion and
domination, which means the domination of the standard of justice in one area over other
areas of social life. The diversity of the principles of the distribution of social good, the
attempt to reconcile pluralism and equality, and the opposition to the domination of capital
over the realm of political power are among the highlights of Walzer”s theory of justice.
Walzer’s critics, on the other hand, argue that Walzer’s conservative nature makes him
unable to take a clear critical stance on the wrong ways of distributing social good. Lack of
a clear criterion for understanding the social criteria of the distribution of goods, the
relativity of social meanings, and inability to provide a criterion for criticizing incorrect
methods in the distribution of social good are among the most important criticisms of
Walzer’s theory of justice.
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