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Abstract 

The only translated book into Persian about the classification of archaeological 

chipped stones is one of the most important technical books named Technology of 

Knapped Stone by M. Louise-Inizan and colleagues. This book, which is a great 

source in English and French, is introduced and criticized in this article. Since the 

book is the only one of its kind available in Persian, its value for the sake of 

educational purposes is unequivocal, but the quality of the print in translated version 

is highly questionable regarding the layout, images quality, and graphic design. 

Another aspect that is criticized in this article is the quality of translation which has 

been discussed regarding the Persian equivalents chosen for the words describing 

lithics and the ambiguity of technical descriptions. As a result, proper selection and 

uniformization of the Persian equivalents of technical vocabulary are recommended. 
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Inizan, Marie-Louise, Michèle Reduron-Ballinger, Hélène Roche, and Jacques 

Tixier, Technology of Knapped Stone, Jehanne Féblot-Augustins (trans.), Nanterre: 

CREP, ISBN: 2-903516-05-7. 
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1999: 63( �' ���   k����� �$�E �� ��"� »des données expérimentales« )Inizan et al. 1995: 63 (
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 ��  �' 7�� 3�0' F0" � 3' �� &( +��(  RK�N .�$( 	��:#       +&�( h$�2� !��# �$�:# 3" �;�@ 

�#$1# 3� �� .�� 8 �:�#� �$:# 3" 7��8 � 8�:�;�#  7�� lm� lm 	�123�  ��s �    �� +&�(
� 8/��� �6�0#�� 	123� B�H ��0#  +&#���# ��� �s � #�,# � &W  .�$(	  v��1�(   �� ��=?�@

.&#�$�G� ���  
1. 

“Les stigmates d'enlèvements, négatifs et positifs, permettent seuls de définir un objet 

taillé”  (Inizan et al. 1995: 29). 

“A stone artefact can only be defined as such by removal scars, both positive and 

negative” (Inizan et al. 1999: 29). 
» I6���    � ��
� � !"  ��   ) $��' ;���	   �$�E �$2� �� ��:23' � ��N � �( �3' ��Q*

 � 8��  ���NF� 7�
>   ��( �3' V=� �� ��"�$� ��Q*   )��,#  � ����N  ���    � &���  ���N 3�'	 
��$� 3C# V'�N �3� ������ 8��  )&6�) « ) 3�6� � ) !�
6 1389 :47.(  

	123� B�H ��0#��� :�      )* �� ��( �3' ���Q* ��' ��
���  �' �0
�  � ��
� � !"   ���   ) $��
� � O��,�.  f�$E V��( �6 ���Q* 7�
>( 3�	 ��( �3'  +&( ��  $�(#     ���2 ��6 (���S� 3�Q ) &

 I6 ��� )* �( �3'( 3�	   .(�?
� 3Q ) 3�6�  
2.  

“l'interposition d'un ‘punch’” (Inizan et al. 1995: 30). 

“the interposition of a punch” (Inizan et al. 1999: 30). 

»�#��� +��6�2�� F;N �3�%� 3N« ) ) 3�6� � ) !�
6 1389 :52.(  
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 �1:N�=� 	123� �C?;�   ��A$� &6�' � ��  D$0?��#B�' 3� +� � �.�$(  
3.  

Que l'archéologie dans son ensemble, et la préhistoire en particulier, se soit ouverte 

aux sciences cognitives n'est pas pour surprendre, puisqu'elle est fondée sur l'étude des 

cultures matérielles, sur l'analyse d'objets, qui sont les produits de l'intelligence 

humaine. Démonter, comprendre les mécanismes psychologiques et moteurs qui sous-

tendent ces productions ne peut que concourir à l'enrichissement de la discipline 

(Inizan et al. 1995: 103). 

Archaeology as a whole, and prehistory in particular, has been very receptive to the 

cognitive sciences; this comes as no surprise, since archaeology is based on the study 

of material culture, on the analysis of artefacts, which are the products of human 

intelligence. The discipline can only be enriched by attempts to lay bare, to 

understand, the psychological and motor mechanisms that subtend these productions 

(Inizan et al. 1999: 100). 

  )* �6�2 )����' n��  ��  3' ���
(	����� )* V�;=� � ��
�3" � $�   7�6  � 8����
g��#�� !�# � $�	  &6&H )�:#  L$� ��  76  8&6* ��� R�@$��� � F;Wv   )* \6����   B�H

�� 36GH RK���  � ��E�
( D$;W)����' .  ���
(    ���� ��' +&��y�H  7�E���   u�� ��' �
D!�#�5� V���  ���) ��  ��� �� ��3=� � ��E�
(&6&H   ����:' 8��  � &��$� 76  )&�*

�$N �3� &� $E V1W 3�  ) 3�6� � ) !�
6 )1389 :68.(  

	123� B�H ��0#:� )����' �� ��E�
( pD$;W �� �:�# ��gW ���
(8 �'  ��$�@   � ��;�
�' ��3'��� 8\6���   B�H ������� �� +{6�  )����' .&#  �1;W ���
(  �� �� �
��� 3'  	������ 

6  &��$� � ����(  V�;=� � ���� P
�3"     )��:#  ����%* � L$�� k$��=� ���(  7   .��� 
��������� u�� � �6!g� �' ��E�
( pD$;W  )��:#  �
�x8     &���$� .�,
� ��� ���( �   �#�����'

)����' B# � 8&
�:� �
e  � ���
(  3� �� 
�
&.  
 :��A$�»   ���� �'+&�y�H 7�E��«8 k���� �� »lay bare«  � ��:�;�#  �� »démonter « ��
+&�* �:# 3" 8��  	123�  �$:# 3" �� ����W 76  .�:�# �=�=@�' ��
�� »   I�6 )�3���'

� !2  �' !�> V�5,� &
��v �6!g� /)* «�' ���  ��  ���   D$�;W ��� ���  76  +&
:6$# �$C
� � 
 �' ��E�
(�6!g� ) �� ��������� )�3� u3=� � ��E�
(    ��� �6���  ������    � ���Q* &���$�



 ;	�< =�
 � �(-��!>�� � �-�	�� ?(� �(	�. ���( -�6�� )67	8 	9��(   93 

 

��( � )����' �
e �W�' 8&#� � � 3N ��E�
( )����' F;W )&(3�  ���
(  ���     &�6�' �����  .&#$�(
 )�Wx �3�  ���&J�� 3�	12 ��>� !�# �:�;�#  �1#  � �;�� � ��  V5,� .&#���  
4  .  

C'est grâce aux caractéristiques de certains éclats et nucléus que le préhistorien 

peut reconstituer le schéma de débitage concernant la fabrication des supports 

(Inizan et al. 1995: 60). 

It is owing to the characteristics of some flakes and cores that prehistorians are 

able to reconstruct the debitage scheme intended for the manufacture of blanks 

(Inizan et al. 1999: 60). 
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5.  
“L'absence de préparation, de mise en forme du nucléus à débiter, entraîne 

évidemment la quasi-absence d'éclats caractéristiques, à l'exception d'entame” 

(Inizan et al. 1995: 61). 

“The lack of any preparation, of any shaping out of the core-to-be, obviously entails 

the almost complete absence of characteristic flakes (there will of course always be a 

first flake)” (Inizan et al. 1999: 61). 

» �#$%3� �$�#+���*  �#$%3� �6 ���V5(  B�H  �6 � ����  ���7���� P
� �' +&(   8�����
 ��� ��  #$% �� �$(	  �( 3�   �@�E�' &6��# �$2� « ) 3�6� � ) !�
6 )1389 :89(.  

123�	 B�H ��0# ���� P
� 3%  :� ��'   ������ +����*    � �$�,# ���� V5�(    )* ��' ����
 ��� 8�3��# ��$@( 3�	 &� $�# &��$� )*   ��E�(   ��( 3� ��0
� � &(   �� ��� �6���  3�� 

+���* )�&' k�J  &��$� F� ��� �� �( 3� 8&#$( ����  ���   .&#  
 �� ��) �;12 76  �6�0�#  ����W :��A$�	�:# � �:�;�#  �� � !�# 3H �	�:#   �$�:# 3"

 �� (��  +&�* k$%36�   &�'	123�      �� �6��0�#  �����W .���  +����"  �2 ����" 	�123� 



94   ����� ��	
�� � ��� ��	��
� ��	
 �
	�
� ���� �	�#  '	(21 ,-	%. #8 	�0 #1400  

 

 ����"�' V��� )*  ��$0?�  ��  ���3�) �� � ��;�» ��� �� �$( «  ��'» �#$%	    ��( 3�   ��@�E
�' &6��# �$2� («.��  +�3� D$0?��#  � �123� V�  

6.  
“La morphologie de quelques ‘lames’ n'est pas suffisante pour diagnostiquer un 

débitage laminaire; la présence de stigmates caractéristiques et d'une production 

systématique de supports laminaires est nécessaire pour confirmer le diagnostic” 

(Inizan et al. 1995: 73). 

“The mere presence of a few ‘laminar’ products is not sufficient to vindicate the 

diagnosis of blade debitage; for the diagnosis to be borne out, the presence of 

characteristic scars and systematic blade blank production is necessary” (Inizan et al. 

1999: 71). 
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7.  
“Le débitage laminaire dénommé ‘classique’ parce qu'il a longtemps été assimilé au 

débitage de lames par percussion du Paléolithique supérieur est d'une conception 

volumétrique très différente du débitage Levallois” (Inizan et al. 1995: 73). 

“Long assimilated with Upper Palaeolithic blade debitage by percussion, the so-

called "classical" blade debitage has a very different volumetric conception from 

Levallois blade debitage” (Inizan et al. 1999: 71). 
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�'  F� ��  3' � ����E ��>� !�# L���# �� 8�!6�   ��56 �' VN &J &6�' ��=�� �  7�6  �� 

$�( + :�$( L���#»�( �3' +��� 76  ��	    �'3�A )���*�� � �����
" �' ���� &���$�   ���   +&�(
��  « �6»+��� 76  �� �( �3' ��*�� � ����
" �' ����g#  �'3A )� D� �� +&( �� .«  
8.  

“débitage de lames s'effectue toujours en partant d'un (ou plusieurs) plan de frappe ou 

de pression, cortical, lisse ou préparé” (Inizan et al. 1995: 74). 

“Blade debitage is carried out from one or more striking or pressure platforms, which 

can be cortical, plain, or prepared” (Inizan et al. 1999: 73).  
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 �� �� �;12 !��  �2�  ��  �� »)��3%  &2(«    &�2) h���Y� ����J �� ��:6�' 8  ���   (��3�%

�' ���  !��  �2� �� �$( �"�A  �3�
W �;12 ���3� �� �6 ���   ���     .&�# �3% ���=�  � V��"
71A 76   ��  +����(  �3'���»  ���  &�# $� «       D$0?���#  � �����W ��;� ���E��� ��;12 ���� ��
+�3� .��   
9.  

“La notion d'apprentissage par exemple, abordée en terme de difficultés d'acquisition 

des savoir-faire, permet l'analyse de phénomènes majeurs comme la spécialisation, 

l'innovation, l'emprunt, trois notions qui renvoient à la représentation sociale des 

techniques” (Inizan et al. 1995: 103).  

“For instance, the investigation into learning processes, through an appraisal of the 

difficulty with which skills can be mastered, leads directly to the analysis of such major 

phenomena as specialization, innovation and borrowing, three notions that illustrate the 

social importance of techniques” (Inizan et al. 1999: 100).  
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