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Abstract

The Impression of a City: Tehran Today (1977) by Khosrow Sinai is one of the
leading Iranian documentaries that aspires to represent the experience of living in
the modern metropolis of Tehran. It has remarkable differences from common urban
symphonies, in form and structure, and Sinai doesn’t try to convey the rhythm and
pace of the metropolitan life, and he is more in to the representation of some
evanescent sparks of metropolitan living experience in the Iranian, traditional to
modern, transitional society. The author’s educational background in architecture
shows itself through the aesthetics of the film and his exploration in the nature of the
modern city. This study, which has been done by descriptive-analytical method,
using library sources, and an interdisciplinary approach, tries to investigate, how the
film represents the metropolitan experience of life, and analyzes the filmmaker’s

critical perspective on the process of urban modernization in the Pahlavi’s era.
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