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Abstract

"Ancient Greek Philosophy: from the Presocratic to the Hellenistic Philosophers” is a
book written for undergraduate philosophy students in the United States. The author's
attempt in this relatively concise book is to show that ancient Greek philosophy is not
a history of disparate opinions from various philosophers, but rather a coherent line or
lines of thought that extend throughout the period. Based on these lines of view, a
unified narrative of this period's philosophy can be presented. The author, in particular,
follows a line of thought in Greek philosophers' quest for actual knowledge and good
and prosperous life that begins with Socrates and continues through Plato, Aristotle,
and the late ancient philosophers. After introducing the work and providing a general
report on its argumentative content, the current article reviews it primarily in light of
the author's approach and goals. It clarifies its place in an undergraduate course on
ancient Greek philosophy.
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As for your question, no | don't think readers should "have a good command of them
before hand." So, then, you ask, "why are some concepts not explained enough and even
they are not mentioned in the index, concepts like the wisdom (Sophia) (its literal
meaning or common sense meaning in Greek), virtue, account, actuality and some
others"? Well, it is not possible to explain everything. | had to leave out some material,
either because it would have been too complicated or not directly relevant to the main
points | was trying to make. As for the first concept you mention, wisdom, of course |
do talk about that extensively in the context of trying to explain what Socrates was doing
in his love of wisdom.

Wisdom:
I discuss the antecedents of Socrates' use of the word philosophia on 55 - 56.

So | do speak to the issue you raise when you say, "the students who read the book
need to know how the love of "sophia" might have been understood by the people
contemproary to Socrates." It may be that | never mention the Greek word 'sophia.' |
don't explicitly mention many Greek words. English publishers don't like a lot of Greek
words in the text, partly because English readers don't generally know ancient
languages. | explicitly discussed philosophia because that the translation of that word
into English is contentious.

-- | am not sure what you mean when you say that | should have "you should have
discussed concepts like Arete and Eudaimonia, at least in your footnots." Much of the
book is about how happiness and the connection to virtue was understood in the ancient
schools. | didn't spend much time on the Greek words because, as | said, that practice is
frowned on by English publishers. Further, | doubt much is to be gained by such a focus.
The translations of those words into English is standard. Their ordinary meanings are
not at issue. The difficult thing is to understand what lives the ancient philosophers
thought were the happiest and most virtuous, and why they thought that these lives were
the best.
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