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Abstract

Given the role culture plays in second/foreign language learning, paying attention to
cultural content in language teaching textbooks is of great importance. In the current
study, using qualitative content analysis, the way cultural issues are presented in the
first three volumes of the two series of Let’s Learn Persian and Top Notch was
evaluated based on 20 questions in Hatoss’ cultural model. The findings indicate that
“Top Notch” series showed a better performance than “Let’s Learn Persian” series in
reflecting cultural pluralism, cultural dynamicity, up-to-date cultural norms, explicit and
direct teaching of cultural norms, and inviting L2 learners to ponder over cultural
norms. Moreover, issues like pragmatic competence, non-linguistic inputs, semiotics,
and deep and surface culture were similarly treated in the two series. Besides, abstract
cultural issues were not dealt with in the two series and the prevalent teaching method
was cognitive than experiential. And finally, given the introduction of different cultures,
intercultural communications are mirrored more in Top Notch than Let’s Learn Persian.
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Server:* Are you ready to order? Or Server: It comes with a salad. And Server: Certainly. And anything to

do you need some more time? there’s also a choice of vegetables. drink?
Customer: 'm ready, thanks. | think Tonight we have carrots or grilled Customer: I'd like sparkling water,
Vil start with the potato soup. tomatoes. please. No ice.
Then I'll have the roast chicken. Customer: I'd like the carrots, please.
‘What does that come with? Or, on second thought, maybe Ill

have the tomatoes.

“Server = waiter (man) or waitress (woman)
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C =102 PHOTO STORY Read and listen to people getting acquainted.

Susan: I'll bet this is your dad. Sam: And just call me Sam. So, what Ted: Sorry I'm late.
Cara: Yes, itis. Dad, I'd like you to do you do, Suzy? Susan: Ted, this is Cara’s dad.
meet my friend, Susan Grant. Susan: I'm a photographer . . . Oh, Ted: Oh, how nice to meet you,
Sam: It’s a pleasure to meet you, 'm sorry. There’s my husband . . . Mr. Pikel
Susan. Samuel Pike. Ted, over here! Sam: Likewise. But please call me
Susan: Great to meet you, t0o. But Sam. @ et loERE

please, everyone calls me by my
nickname, Suzy.
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GC: Today, Global Culture & Interviewing Eugenla
ulture Hartley of Jackson, Mississippd, In the ULS. about
changes to culture. Ms. Hartley, culture has changed a
it since you were growing up In the torties, hasa't it?
Hartley: Oh, definitely, and maybe mane o for me than far others because Jackson is in the
South, which was peetty saclally canservative when [ was a young girl.
GC: Please tell usabout some of the changes you have personally experienced
Hartiey: My heavens! Wed, the new South is so dllrr«u from the ald South & a loe M
900d ways, ascveryone knows But sinoe you ask , It woul

techimology, the way young people tail klmhﬂtrldtm!abkmanm

GC: OK. How have things
Hartley: Well, foc whenl up was the one tane in the. when the tamasly
=t down together, anﬂu“upx‘ﬂume_tm-y m-smnguhmymmmaeum er hous. Kids eat
snacks or tast food all day, moms ane out in m-rapmpumeﬂ.lndmmso
seems - lnmyd-y :nmrm

spoke When we were Spoken 1o, we dsdn’t put owr cdbows on the tabie, nﬂmmntdy Noon:c—nelnthe
dinner tatie in shorts of jeans the way they do today.
CC:That iso't t?You y- How that L4
Hartley: How hasn't itchanged! Well, today, 1 see boys and girks staring a1 screens for hours. 1 didn't see a television unail
Iwas sixteen. Very few peopie had one. And when [ finally saw one, wasching It was always a tamily cocasion. | wasnt
allowed towatch it on my own. The whaoke famay gathered towatch sports or news. Oh. And the Internet didn't exist!
111 wanited 10 get somme Information, 1 went murnhun and tound a book, or | asked
someone. | guess it's easker 10 study Dow, but hack then we had 1o be 2 bit more soclal and

Q0 outside and ralk 1o peogie. But we cousdn’t be out too late! 1 had a curfew, and # [wasn't
home by 11:00 [was grounded - for a2 lkeasta month.
g GC: And you mentioned the way young people addressed their elders. How has
that changed?
M:nk\ V\u.-lL today you hear teens, even children, calling aduits by thelr {irst pames. We
s Sciiireas ity f v e -maarean.” And we always wsed M, an

& and Mrx I suppose
Lh:l mndia intie old-tashioned today, doesn't it?
M ppl 5 b6 Sl scdibem US. QC: Maybe sol Thanks so much, Ms. Hartiey, for an interesting interview.

\o LVCchubuLS/\ng

P M‘jﬁ-wbﬁ)‘ ce.)\.\i’:u.a.ﬁhi\.a:))’ &)bS(ﬁd‘éLﬁd‘ﬁblﬂj‘éﬁ)b

;.;|;th_~b}ayg6j‘4_dl.<ﬂo_llﬁ LS S (59,0l Anal 5y Sl 5l &S
53 03, e st 6L s sl ajls o)Ll L 5855 5 L Oll g Cames 6990 5 05, 555106
o3l gl slaslian joam by jasiie sole jo e Glaeds s oS 3505 0 0Ly axdS



YW (o oo 5 (futld e pIB) o DS 4 azme G (S0 b3

53 S e Sy aln e Sl (S e Sy ) o8 OS5 S S e o
ol s b ol e e i b UL s Lt e e s e Sl
Laol L L 58 5 a5 Lo 3b Al G 8301 O3 58 138 o 50 555 | 35
355 02,50 Gl pasiie Colu ol S Sl (ol 55 055l Ll (s S 0 Cums
S 3o s 1e o (sl SIS Oles s s IS 4 g S5 31 0w s Laysle sl
S o oslizad Og e slalde ) laass

sl sl ie ama 53 (Ao QL3 Kom b 03 gl 5 @a3ils3 e Sl
Ol e lae ol 51 ki amaler 2Bl 5500 5 Ates Jgsa eddlill Clas I 2
o (S 5 38 ¢ Jun Al OF 53 eslialsygo by 5 (slaslssss i3m0 b e
2 Ll S oslil o 5 o gl o 55 (sl S e dle 0! = sl aoles 8 ,ge
ol o Sle sy Ssn 5 ammal §, a5 (S5 4 bsye W Llllas 2L s o
a5 3l s el (SO el cadipa 5 Sl eslinh Oz es Gle 55
o s Sl e 5 (S S S i lays (sl S e sl
L b S 5 Shas 6,8 o 15 die S s L aasslss 5 eassl iy S0
b S Ol o Laol 03 5350t 5 olan 5 Loy Son b laadlie a5
53 L S b il el s (65 45 il (Lin 2014) -3 adllas 53 sdslmsa
53 eiaalazsl 5 o5 SO0 il e 1 OF 5 A0S e ST pgs 05 35500 sl
ls e 053 0L S5

5 oAl SOk 5 O yme DS s sdsallyl S b glaesls LT oS (oms s iy 85053
35 g0 wMlas 8148 3505 s 5l ile el 0L 0T Loy 0L S o [Kon b ledlbl
AT 5 sl B 0T 5l gy LSS o o oS Ll gl sS4y S S o
b e s n ol O el OL3 S Cmdls Sl anl | ey ol a3l a0l & 38
ol L L 0Ll el (s 8 33 35 s polyy oo 6 B somn 53 05,513
oo casllalc 1S 03 5T Ol Gl S B dile Lo 5 5o sl LT a0
AS aid alemSle 2L L e sama s ) g Gl IO (SLILS OIS s
Ay e i a8 il (35 el dmslr 5 bzl fileos 4 b g e L sl e
Lot 5 o g0 Olie o il Jllas il anils ol 5 a8 Lol & £33 e
= ol e dS K s S L (Leonardo DiCaprio) s LS g3 53,6 43



VEY Obeny V0 5l Y Sl o Sl ool slanolip 5 Ogia (530S Aol gy Y

Kl (L5 ol 0L iy (oSS ot (LSO SClalr g an sLagls
o 3 eales Gl ks (Wl B0 () 5 elS (S S

de gz 53 S Jls s 5 o 25 s0l G a3l e b DS
Ol Al s (s Ml 3 e ol astls Eso e ol 4 oS S risely )l
A 53 S ealizd © 57 glra L 5l a5l il 0 Ol el SRS 5 dee
Ol 50 g (Adgy oo ol Wl ol Jlalse oS oS Ol po0 3505 552 5 e 90 £ s~
24,550 Sla b a5l pod il Sl L g e s (B Oleds
S 5 sl e S CE S ) bl S o0 Dl Ll le 2l s e
Aol g o el i il b Olais (Gl 550 45 Do ey s ol el 1) I
e 53 5 L e sla o VL sl 36 o ks plandl IS o (3 s o5l
53 S e sl 533l 55 sl b 3Lals b s o 5 G cdin 3 558 e S
Olage (Alpn 05 5505 5L 1L 01158 558 Sas boh ws bk 4 oS 31,5051
5 el S 5 (Buttjes 1990) s s JST aan 5L acand [Sia 3 i, K s 3 6
A8 dms o OLES sdelnnes mls Ko 3 die Uil » (Kramschetal. 1096) ol ,\Kas
Ll ol g s b ge pl 4 S5 e a5 gl A e 3

St o b g o) geoty S b (55815 LTSl 5 om0
534S Aad o 0L iy U U 5 e fsoly )8 gomme 93 sz gl 0y o el
A S 3 Sl sy Sia S (B el e S35 48 seme 52 )
G2 S 5 ls e SLgbl (Kramsch 1993) el , S .ol 035 b glams ot 55 50l
Jalas sl Ga Ly a5 s el San b 2500l i) 53 55 8 g 25 5 U
33 8 aS Cod (G0 S0 ol S5k s gl dn 4 ) 93 8 Ol
U e laclee Su s jshines Lo o 53 35 025 5ol gl dir 40 pacms
s Soa b das ey el e ealinad 0L

e ol 05, S 4 oS il (gl S Dle g ge B yme gladllS Dy g (sl
ol g3 5 5l 5 s Al Ollsc el dile (6550 50 (o Ol goas 5 5 0315
L uw\)rﬁ%;u oo b BLIL il Jais g0 (0,8 5 s S6 58 A o s
—liis sama 55 L 555 e e (Stereotype formation) 4 s ¢, S ISKs 4 S
52 g pss Mor 5o 50 aeie alS @ - pdsa 45 AL edalle 05550 el
A edalle al S sll Sl gl sad = b s (4 (IS) e S



Y0 (o oo 5 (Auald e pdB) o DS 4 azme G (S B b3

. ight ... WIE ™% caeee=="
A nweight ... W™ 7
Americans gain = .-
Have you ever wondered why Amernicans struggle with watching their weight,
while the French, who consume all that rich food-—the bread, the cheese, the wine, and

the heavy sauces—continue 10 stay thin? Now a report from Comell University suggests
a possible answer. A study of almost 300 participants from France and the U.S. provides
clues about how lifestyle and decisions about cating may affect weight. Researchers
concluded that the French tend 1o stop eating when they feel full. However. Americans
tend 1o stop when their plate is completely empty, or they have reached the end of their
favorite TV show.
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Are you a
dinosaur

= or

Table manners chameleon?
Musical tastes How many times did you check
Dating customs YES in the third column?

Clothing customs

Rules about formal behavior
Rules about punctuality
Forms of address

Male / famale roles in the workplace
Male / female roles in the home

©0-3 = Definitely & dinosau

sENo@aEN -

PAIR WORK Compare and discuss your answers. Provide

specific examples of changes for each answer. Use the
past perfect if you can.

DISCUSSION Talk about how culture has changed. Include
these topics in your discussion

* Which changes do you think are good? Which changes
are not good? Explain your reasons.

Test muning (optionan
= How do you think older people feel about these ¢ hanges?

Find and undartine theee words or ph
rar -
* Do you think men and women differ in their feelings about
?

nw 10 you. Use them
cultural change? If 3o, how

-
For examole “strect -
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1. Doas the lingulstic input cater for sociolinguistic variation (social

dialects and foreign accents, etc.)?

Is the linguistic input culturally dense (idioms, exprassions, slang)?

Is the textbook successful at developing students’ pragmatic

compatenca?

Is there paralinguistic input (e.g. non-verbal communication)?

Is there any non-linguistic semictic cultural input (pictures, etc.)?

Does the textbook teach high culture {(cutture with a capital 'C”) such

as iterature, the arts)?

7. Does the textbook teach low culture (culture with a small "c”) such as
averyday lifestyle?

8. Does the material teach surface culture only (e.g. food, dressing, and
other visible elements of culture)?

=3 Does the material teach deep cufture (orientations, values, non-visible
and non-tangible elements of culture)?

10.  Is culture represented as monolithic?

11.  Is culture represented as dynamic?

12.  Is the cultural input a true reflection of the tanget culture?

13.  Is the cultural iInput representative of the cultural knowledge that
native-spsaker poers would have?

14. Does the textbook teach cultural knowledge explicithy?

15. s culture learning expenential (cutture is 1o be experenced) or
cognitive (leaming facts)?

16. Does the textbook lead to sterectype formation?

17. Does the textbook cater for the atypical and individual?

18. Has first culture a role in teaching second culture?

19. Does the textbook aim at assimilating learners into a second cultura?

20. Does the textbook encourage reflection?
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