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Abstract

Communitarianism and its serious critique of liberal discourse is one of the most
important issues in contemporary political philosophy. The book "An Introduction to
the Debate of Liberals and Communitarians in Contemporary Political Philosophy" is
responsible for analyzing this important issue. One of the strengths of the present book
is to address an almost novel subject in the field of political philosophy that has been
less studied independently, especially in Persian sources. The authors' emphasis on Paul
Ricoeur's method as "text-based hermeneutics" gives them a considerable opportunity to
examine and read the works of political thought. However, there are some objections to
the book. First, the writers have not paid attention to the results of this conflict and the
effects or, in other words, the changes that have resulted from the conflict in
contemporary political philosophy. Second, the authors did not pay attention to the
influence of Wittgenstein II's views on the content of the political philosophy of
communitarianism. The authors also attribute a leadership role to McIntyre, but little
attention has been paid to Sandel's very important position. Also, considering that the
axis of the dispute was justice, it was appropriate that the axes explained in the book in

this regard be finally referred to the issue of justice.
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In the last two decades of the 20th century, communitarianism and its famous debate
with liberalism occupied a wide scope in the field of political philosophy. The debate
extended to the new century. Objectively, the new communitarian school emerged in the
early 1980s with the publication of four important books: "After Virtue" by Mclntyre,
"Liberalism and the Limits of Justice" by Sandel, "Spheres of Justice" by Walzer, and
"Philosophical Arguments" by Charles Taylor. Each of these books, in their own way,
criticized the goals and ideals of liberalism, particularly its theories of justice and rights.
The main target of criticism of these books was Rawls's "A Theory of Justice".
Communitarianism criticized modern liberalism by relying on the intellectual-
philosophical framework of Aristotle and Hegel, and by relying on the theoretical
foundations established by later Wittgenstein. The book "An Introduction to the Debate
of Liberals and Communitarianism in Contemporary Political Philosophy" attempts to
explain and analyze this influential debate in Western political philosophy and thought.
This article examines and criticizes this book.

The book, co-authored by Majid Tavassoli Roknabadi and Mukhtar Nouri, two
Iranian researchers of political thought, was published in 2018 by the Research Institute
of Humanities and Cultural Studies. One of the strengths of this book is engaging in an
almost novel topic in the field of political philosophy. The importance of this topic
increases when we know that there are very few works dedicated to this topic in the
Persian language.

One of the important topics in the book is its focus on Paul Ricoeur's "text-centered"
hermeneutic method in the analysis of political philosophy. According to Ricoeur's
methodology, to interpret and understand a text, it is enough to focus on the text itself,
and there is no need to address the social context or the author's intention.

In this model, the text has its own independent life and is able to convey its meaning
to the reader and interpreter, and this is possible through dialogue with the text. Relying
on this method, the authors of the book read the works and texts of both liberal and
communitarian thinkers and try to explain and understand the four axes of conflict in
this way. The authors' emphasis on Paul Ricoeur's method offers them a considerable
opportunity to examine and read the works of political thought, and they have used this
method throughout the research. Individual or community, right or good, neutrality or
perfectionism of the government, universalism or contextualism are the most important
axes of conflict between liberals and communitarianism. One of the strong points of the
book is that the authors try to explain the four disputed axes as a kind of return to the
center of the conflict, that is, the conception of human nature and, in the words of

communitarianism, the conception of "self".
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On the other hand, one of the weaknesses of the book is that it has not paid serious
attention to the central issue of communitarianism, i.e. finding a middle way between
individualism and authoritarianism. It is expected from a book that deals with the debate
between liberals and communitarians to explain the way communitarians build the
concept of individual, community, right, and good so that their distinction from liberals
be clarified and the possibility of evaluating and judging alternatives be provided. In
spite of the fact that the harms of the individual-oriented approach of liberals and
neoliberals are obvious, it is still unclear how the community-oriented approach of
communitarianism remains immune from the dangers of utilitarianism and
authoritarianism.

Another problem is that the authors of the book regard communitarianism as part of
the discourse of liberal democracy. The book emphasizes that both communitarians and
liberals are in the spectrum of a single discourse called "liberal democracy" and the
Anglo-Saxon tradition. This result contradicts what the authors themselves have said in
the following chapters about Mclntyre's and Taylor's views on the critique of modernity
discourse. At the same time, the content of opinions of communitarian thinkers, namely
Mclntyre, Sandel and Taylor, shows their fundamental difference from the liberal
tradition.

The results of the conflict between communitarians and liberals, or in other words,
the changes caused by the conflict in contemporary political philosophy, especially
liberal political philosophy, have been poorly addressed by the authors. Most of the
researchers in this field believe that Rawls' views in particular and liberal political
philosophy in general have undergone critical changes in significant axes and this has
been largely the result of the criticisms of communitarianism. Ignoring this issue has
caused the book's picture of the conflict between liberals and communitarians to be
inadequate.
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