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Abstract

The part of Asia that for various political and geographical reasons has been called by
various names such as Middle Asia, Central Asia and the heart of Asia, after the
collapse of the USSR and the formation of new independent states in the region,
provided new opportunities in various economic, cultural, political and religious aspects
for the major players in world politics, as well as giving rise to questions and
ambiguities about how to take advantage of these opportunities. Since the knowledge of
history is at the core of the solution to any problem in human relations, the study of the
history of this region has also been the focus of some political institutions and academic
forums. The history of Middle Asia (from Mongolia to Khorezm) by Swat Soucek is one
of the works that offers a narrative of the 14th century history of this region. The author
seeks to provide a historical introduction that opens the door for politicians, journalists,
businessmen, and researchers to penetrate the lesser-known world of this part of the
geography of world history.The present article tries to provide an analytical method, a
critical evaluation of the book translation and the author's historical approach.
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A part of the continent of Asia has been named as Middle Asia, Central Asia and Inner
Asia or Heart of Asia due to different political and geographical differences. In a part of
this region, which the Russians call Serdnyaya Asia (Middle Asia), after the collapse of

« Associate Professor, University of Isfahan, amir.anush2016@gmail.com
Date received: 10-04-2023, Date of acceptance: 29-07-2023

(CHOM|



VEOY Dl Y §)led Y Sl o Sl sl slataliy 5 e (g2l Dol 25 AN

the Soviet Union (USSR), it took an independent form. With this development, new
opportunities from various economic, cultural, political and religious aspects were
provided for the main actors of world politics, and uncertainties arose regarding how to
take advantage of these opportunities. Since the knowledge of history is at the core of
solving any problem in human relations, the study and investigation of the history of
this region was also the focus of some political institutions and academic societies. One
of the writers who has tried to present a narrative of the 1400 years history of this region
is Svat Soucek. His book titled A History Of Inner Asia (2000), translated by Fahima
Ebrahimi, titled History of Central Asia (from Mongolia to Khwarezm) (2009) was
published by Samt Publications and offered to Persian speaking audiences. In this
article, while evaluating the form and content of the translated text, this book will be
criticized from two aspects: the author's historical approach and the function of Persian
translation.

In criticizing the author's historical approach, this article shows that Soucek, rather
than from the perspective of an academic researcher and researcher with the intention of
historical representation, deals with the issue mainly in the guise of a media activist and
with the approach of securing the political and economic interests of the Western world.
He has shown attention to the history of the central regions of Asia and, as he admits, he
intends to give a historical introduction to open a way for politicians, journalists,
businessmen and researchers to penetrate into the little-known history of this part of the
world's geography. The author of the book focuses on 7 political units in this region (6
independent countries: Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, Kyrgyzstan, Kazakhstan
and Mongolia + Xinjiang province/Uyghuristan from China), which due to lack of
proximity to open seas, he found the term Inner Asia to be the best term to refer to this
part of the Asian continent. His goal is not to write an educational book for academic
societies, but to write a guide text for the Western world in order to pave the way for
exploitation of the political, economic and cultural opportunities of the distant regions
of Asia after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Also, by developing many of his
historical analyses on the basis of ethnic mistakes and by adopting an Islamophobic
approach in some stances in the book, the author has practically sacrificed his work's
historical research to its political impact. The author's weakness in using the main
historical sources and his excessive reliance on studies and study entries have also
caused some inappropriate analyses in the book, which have been criticized in this
article.
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However, in evaluating and criticizing the performance of the Persian translation of
this book, the role of the translator and the role of the publisher should be separated.
Regarding the role of the translator, the first important point that draws attention is the
inconsistency of the Persian title with the English title, which raises the question why
the translator uses the term " Middle Asia" as an equivalent for Inner Asia (which
should be translated "internal Asia"). Although the translator has tried to explain her
reasons for choosing Middle Asia instead of Inner Asia by adding a preface at the
beginning of the book, this article shows that these reasons are not sufficient to justify
it. Therefore, in this article, an effort has been made to explain and describe the
geographical implications and historical reasons for the emergence of the term Inner
Asia and similar terms such as Central Asia and Middle Asia, to show that the
translator's use of the term Middle Asia in the title of the Persian translation of this book
not only has no scientific justification, but for cultural and political reasons, the use of
this term in Iran's academic and media atmosphere lacks historical justification and
should be avoided. Criticism of the formal features of the translated book and its writing
errors are among the other axes in the criticism and evaluation of the translated text.
Since the Iranian publisher has introduced this book as an educational book for some
undergraduate and graduate courses in the field of history, the author of this article tries
to show that this choice was not the right choice because this book lacks some
components of formal comprehensiveness for an educational book, namely: a summary
of chapters, exercises and tests (questions), introduction of resources for further study in
each chapter, proposal of research in each chapter and also types of index.
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