Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 23, No. 2, Summer 2023, 149-177
Doi: 10.30465/crtls.2023.44569.2710

The Critical Review on the Book
The Orde of Things: An Archeology of the Human Sciences
by Michel Foucault

Ali Yaghoobi Choobary”

Solmaz Sepehri Azad”

Abstract

The Order of Things: An Archeology of Human Sciences is the fifth and one of the
most important works of Michel Foucault. The purpose of this article is to review and
criticize the book. The research method in this article is "qualitative content analysis"
and gathering information by documentary study . The Order of Things follows the
archeological analysis of knowledge and the analysis of episteme, which examines it
through the analysis of two important breaks in the episteme of Western culture in the
three realms of language, natural sciences and economics. The book has been criticized
both for its descriptive approach and for its negligence of causality and for its
opposition to the mainstream thought of the time. Although Foucault turned to

'

"genealogy" in his later works, he transformed and modified archeology and did not
abandon it. The work was first translated from English to Farsi by Yahya Emami, and
then from French by Fateme Valiani. Valiyani is more successful in translating into the
target language and is more accurate in translating the equivalents, but some of her
chosen words are not so well established in the Persian language compared to Emami.
In addition to a critical view of the book, the article also criticizes the form and content

of the translation.
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The Order of Things: The Archaeology of the Human Sciences is Michel Foucault's
fifth book and an innovative work which challenged the prevailing conventional view
of the history of science and thought. The purpose of this article is to review and
critique this Foucault's work. The present article introduces and criticizes the form and
content of the book through the method of qualitative content analysis and through the
study of documents. In this work, Foucault proposes new ways of thinking about the
relationship between the present and the past, and proposes a new approach to history, a
critical writing that, in comparison with traditional history, has a revolutionary
breakthrough. This historical study, which is one of the most important works of the
archaic period of Foucault's knowledge, examines how the ordering of objects in the
cognition of each age can be analyzed, and since it is based on the analysis of the
internal rules of thinking formation styles and does not distinguish between non-human
and institutional relationships associated with verbal cognitive structures, it has a
structuralist orientation . Foucault, in The Order of Things , advocates an archaeological
analytic view of knowledge with an approach and method which he calls "epistemic
analysis". He has explored this style of analysis through research on two major ruptures
in the Western cultural epistemology and in the three domains of language, natural
science, and economics. After its publication, The Order of Things were heavily
criticized by thinkers of this approach due to the descriptive nature of the archaic
method of cognition and its lack of attention to causality, and on the other hand, due to
the contradiction of its approach to the traditions of phenomenology and existentialism,
which were the main intellectual currents in the European thinking atmosphere of the
1970s. In his later works, Foucault turned to the method and approach of "genealogy"
and the concept of the knowledge-power network, but he did not dispense with the
ancient method of archaeology, but changed and modified it and used it as a
complement to the method of genealogy. Also, the analytic limitations of the discourse
framework in the book The Order of Things led Foucault to move from the concept of
epistemic, which was purely rhetorical, to the use of the concept of "apparatus" or
"dispositif", which was more typical of the general public than epistemic. In the present
essay, the authors have attempted to present and critique the work by employing a
descriptive and analytical method, by presenting different views on the work and the
important criticisms that have been done, as well as by explaining the basic and salient
concepts in The Order of Things such as "archaeology", "rupture", "episteme",
"structuralist", "discourse" and "humanities". This article also attempts to examine the
conditions of rejection and acceptance of Foucault's works in Iran and in the face of
Iranian intellectuals. On the other hand, while taking a general look and taking into
account some points such as the conceptual equivalents, the style of expression and the
style of writing, the two existing translations of this work into Persian are compared in
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terms of form and content. Forty-four years after its publication in French and then
English in the West, it was translated into Persian and published in Iran for the first time
in 2010 1in the translation of Yahya Emami (from English) and for the second time in
2017 in the translation of Fateme Valiyani (from French). Valiani's translation is more
successful in translating the text into the target language and appears to be more
accurate in translation equivalents, however some of her selected vocabulary is not as
common in Persian as in Emami's selected equivalents.

It is one of Foucault's most important works, however, after its publication in 1966,
it has not been translated into Persian until 44 years and has not been considered. It was
as if there was a reluctance on the part of the Iranian intellectuals to confront the works
of Foucault, and especially this work, that the revolutionary society of the 1970s, and
then the post-revolutionary society involved in the Eighty Years' War of Iran in the
1980s, did not go for the translation of this work for years. In the 1990s, which was the
era of technocracy and then reform, with the decline of Marxist and Orthodox leftist
ideology on the one hand and the decline of the quantitative tradition in the humanities
and academic atmosphere in Iran on the other hand, leftist ideas were re-established and
then in the 2000s, modern and postmodern thought found its way into the Iranian
intellectual atmosphere, and the tradition of translation in Iran was revived. Iranian
translators began to translate the vast works of these thinkers, and Foucault, Derrida,
Nietzsche, Habermas, Deloise and etc. came to the Iranian mind.
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