
  

 

Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS) 

Quarterly Journal, Vol. 23, No. 2, Summer 2023, 263-276 

Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2023.39599.2484 

Critique and redefinition book of the 

 descriptive glossary of Inlay  

Samira Arab
*
 

Seyed Abdolmajid Sharifzadeh
**

 

Abstract 

The present article criticizes the "descriptive glossary of inlay" by Nasrin Tabatabai 

with a critical descriptive approach. The book was written in 2003. In this regard, the 

formal and structural aspects of the book in terms of observing the principles of 

scientific writing as well as content in terms of the importance of the content and what it 

is have been studied. In a situation where library studies on inlay  are few and with 

ambiguities, the writing of sources, although with shortcomings, have spiritual values 

for inlaying. In this book, the author has been able to collect and describe the 

specialized vocabulary of inlay for the first time, which is valuable and admirable; but 

at the same time, there are shortcomings in the presentation method, , insufficient and 

incomplete descriptions in the definitions of specialized words and terms, and the lack 

of some necessary words. Formally, in terms of writing style, citation system, non-

Iranianization of some words, etc. can be seen in the book. Also, in terms of content, 

there are problems such as the lack of a precise demarcation between the definitions of 

some entries, the presentation of some short and incomplete definitions, the lack of 

some necessary words, the lack of proper references and the lack of a list. This research, 

in addition to explaining the deficiency, has also tried to redefine the words. 
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Inlay is one of the original Iranian arts and one of the methods of decorating the surface 

of wooden objects, the beginning of which is considered to be based on the wood 

engraving preserved in the Metropolitan Museum, related to the period of Al Muzafar in 

Iran. Inlay works include decorative as well as practical objects, which can be seen in 

significant numbers in treasures inside and outside of Iran; also, this decoration method 

is used in a part of architectural decorations, such as decorating entrance doors or 

decorating walls or room ceilings, etc. Analysis in the field of Iranian wooden arts, 

especially inlaying, in addition to identifying and explaining this art, helps to 

understand its historical course and also promotes its global expansion. Therefore, one 

of the contemporary research needs is research, investigation and in more valuable 

cases, documentation, so that in addition to the works, styles, names of prominent 

artists, tools and tools for inlaying (Inlay making and Inlay sticking) as cultural and 

artistic supports, they can be entrusted to future generations. So far, the researches about 

Inlay in the field of writing have rarely dealt with its comprehensive investigations, and 

in addition, the historical course of this art written in the sources, except for one or two 

cases, often confronts the reader with ambiguity or mistakes. Lack of sufficient 

knowledge about Inlay, in addition to ignoring its dimensions and technical aspects in 

preservation and maintenance, has caused the publication of undocumented materials 

that are far from the reality of Inlay. The book "Descriptive Dictionary of Inlay making  

" written by Nasrin Tabatabai was published in Institute for Humanities and Cultural 

Studies in 2012. This book is in Vaziri cut and purple in color, with a geometric shape 

of Shamseh Hasht depicted on its cover. The name of the book along with the name of 

the author can be seen in Nastalik script and the publication mark on the cover. Its 

number of pages is 148. Since the documented and written sources in the field of 

inlaying with emphasis on inlay making  are limited, this book has many values. If the 

respected author tries to correct things in the book in order to improve and publish 

accurate information in this field, this valuable writing and research can be among the 

most used sources of Inlay. This research has tried to examine the formal and structural 

aspects of the book by focusing on the principles of scientific writing as well as its 

content in terms of the importance of the content and what it is, and in this regard, to 

provide suggestions for improving the quality and efforts to improve its scientific level. 

In a situation where the library studies of inlaying are few and what has been published 

is often faced with ambiguities, especially regarding the words, the writing of sources 

such as the present book, although accompanied by shortcomings, has spiritual values 

for inlays, researchers and artists in this field. In the mentioned book, for the first time, 
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the author has collected and described the specialized vocabulary of Inlay, which until 

then has not been fully researched and explained, and this is one of the praiseworthy 

values of this book; at the same time, there are defects in the presentation method, 

insufficient description in the definitions of words and specialized terms, and the lack of 

some necessary words. From the formal point of view, in terms of writing style, 

referencing system, Iranianization of some words, etc.,  can also be seen in the book. 

Also, in terms of content, there are problems such as the lack of precise boundaries 

between the definitions of some entries, short and incomplete definitions, the lack of 

some necessary words, the lack of proper references, and the lack of a list. In this 

research, in addition to explaining the deficiency, it is also tried to redefine the words. 

Despite its strengths, the book under review also confuses the reader, which causes 

irreparable damage to Inlay. Although the concept of inlay making  is considered as a 

part of inlaying, but here the respected author of the book has not recognized a 

difference and separation for these two categories. In this book, a limited description of 

the words of Inlay has been discussed. While the title emphasizes the words of Inlay 

making  in this topic, many important words of Inlay making have been neglected. In 

the upcoming research, an attempt has been made to redefine and explain some 

specialized words that have received little attention or have not been provided with a 

sufficient specialized definition through a descriptive and critical review of the book. 

Also, the purpose of this article is to examine the form and content of this book; 

therefore, the most important question and issue raised in this context is what is the 

quality of the mentioned book in terms of form and content? In addition to the 

introduction of the work, the upcoming research, in line with the review of the book 

"Descriptive Dictionary of Inlay making ", has explained its strengths and weaknesses 

in both form and content areas, and at the end, it has provided suggestions for 

improving the quality of the book for a better understanding of its contents.  
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