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Abstract

The book “Usule elme servate melal ya’ni economiypolitik” (Principles of the Wealth of
Nations, Namely Economie Politique), translated by Mohammad Ali Foroughi, known
as Zoka-ul-Molk (the second), is the first scientific book in the field of economics in
Iran. As a result, after its republication in recent decades, it has received more attention
and reflection from an economic perspective. However, its political implications have
been overlooked, especially considering that this work was published in the discursive
conflict of the constitutional era. The present article seeks to revisit the book in question
by employing Michel Foucault's ideas regarding the relationship between political
economy and governmentality from a historical sociological perspective. It aims to
analyze the book's political implications and address the question of whether the
translation and publication of this work can be considered evidence of the formation of
an "economic-political discourse™ in Iran. After examining the main themes of the book
and its implications for politics and governance, the article responds to the
aforementioned question by stating that although Paul Beauregard wrote the book
“Economie Politique” within the "discourse of political economy" in France,
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Mohammad Ali Foroughi translated it in Iran during the dominance of the "legal
discourse" of the constitutional era. Therefore, the translation and publication of this
book cannot be regarded as an example of an "economic-political discourse™ in Iran.

Keywords: Historical Sociology, Political Economy, Constitutional Movement, Michel
Foucault.

The book “Usule elme servate melalya’ni economiyepolitik” (Principles of the Wealth
of Nations, Namely Economie Politique) is a translation of a work by Paul Beauregard,
which was translated from French to Persian by Mohammad Ali Foroughi. It was
published in the Shahanshahi Printing House in the year 1323 AH [1284 SH]. The book
begins with a short preface written by Mohammad Hossein Foroughi. Then, the main
content of the book is presented in an "Introduction” and five chapters: "Wealth
Production,”" "Wealth Distribution," "Wealth Circulation," "Wealth Consumption," and
"Utilizing Tax Laws from the Science of Wealth." It concludes with a "Conclusion” and
includes a "Table of Contents" and an "Errata"” at the end.

The book is significant in various aspects. Firstly, it has gained considerable
attention due to its position in the history of economics and its pioneering role in
modern economics in Iran. Another important aspect of the book is that it was published
during the Constitutional Revolution and one year prior to its victory, which adds to its
significance. With the given description, this article aims to analyze the political themes
of the book in light of its historical background of translation and publication. To
achieve this, it draws upon the theoretical perspective of Michel Foucault.

In his lectures at the Collége de France in the years 1978 and 1979, Foucault seeks
to trace the formation of "biopower™ as a continuation of his approach to the analysis of
power. Biopower refers to a mode of exercising power and governance that has its
historical roots in the economic transformations of 18th-century Europe. One of the key
concepts that Foucault employs in this analysis is the concept of "political economy." In
these lectures, he demonstrates how, from the 18th century onwards, and with the
transition from mercantilism to physiocracy, politics intertwines with economics. More
precisely, he explores how the art of governance merges with the economy. Therefore,
with the birth of "Political Economy" a new form and mode of governance is formed,
which is called "governmentality"”.

In summary, Foucault's viewpoint is that during the 16th and 17th centuries,
mercantilists understood the population in the axis of the sovereign subject which
should be governed by "law". However, by the mid-18th century, Physiocrats
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considered the population as possessing a physical and integral entity of the natural
system, governed by the laws of nature. According to the perspective of the physiocrats,
it was necessary to understand these natural processes and manage the population
accordingly. The conception of the population as a natural phenomenon and the idea of
managing it based on its natural rules is deeply connected to the fundamental principle
of “liberalism” and the famous concept of “Laissez-faire”. Liberalism encompasses a
regime of truth whose origin and position lie in the "market”. The market, too, possesses
a nature and encompasses self-regulating mechanisms that adjust itself. The
consequence of this economic rationality and the liberal regime of truth is the "self-
limitation of governmental reason” in the realm of politics, and its most significant
implication is the non-intervention of states in the affairs of the economy and society.

The main idea of the book is that the purpose of economics is to discover the
"natural laws" governing human life, and the most fundamental of these laws is the "law
of evolution”. Based on this law of evolution, society has gradually freed itself from the
constraints of any form of authority, achieved freedom, and embarked on the path of
"progress.” As a result, the best system for economics is the "liberal system™. According
to the liberal system, government intervention in economic matters, including
production, distribution, circulation, and consumption, should be limited. However, the
crucial point is that these "natural laws" not only govern economic affairs, but also
encompass all aspects of society, and the government cannot govern society beyond
these laws. The government cannot govern over its subjects based on intentions and
goals such as the will of God or the happiness and salvation of the people; rather, it
should recognize these natural laws and govern society within its framework. The most
important task of political economy is also to discover and articulate this rationality.

The question is whether the publication of this book with such content can be
considered as an indication of the emergence of a political economy discourse in Iran. It
is essential to note that, unlike 18th-century Europe, where the discourse of political
economy followed the economic prosperities of the industrial revolution and the
transition from mercantilism to physiocracy, Iran during the Qajar era faced its most
challenging economic situation. With declining production, market recession, and the
weakness of Iran's economic foundations during the Qajar era, the discourse of political
economy is essentially not feasible. In these circumstances, neither this book nor any
other text can transform into an influential movement or an economic discourse.

In addition, the Constitutional Movement in Iran was heavily influenced by the legal
discourse of the 16th and 17th centuries in Europe. The most significant intellectual
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encounter of Iranian intellectuals with the modern West has been with its legal
discourse. Following this encounter, a wide range of thought and literature has emerged
around the concept of "law," viewing it as a means to escape monarchy's despotism and
restrict the ruling power through "law". Eventually, this led to the Constitutional
Movement, the establishment of a parliament, and the foundation of a constitution.

Although Paul Beauregard wrote the mentioned book in France within the discourse
of political economy, Mohammad Ali Foroughi translated it in Iran during the
dominance of the legal discourse of the constitutional era. Therefore, the translation and
publication of this book are not evidence of the formation of an “economic-political
discourse” in Iran. Just as constitutionalism itself emerged within the framework of the
"legal-political discourse".
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