Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 23, No. 3, Autumn 2023, 61-87
Doi: 10.30465/CRTLS.2023.30892.1850

A Critical Review on the Book Foundations of Curriculum
Development in Primary Education

Marzieh Dehghani’

Abstract

The present study criticizes the book “Foundations of Curriculum Planning of
Elementary Education” by Musapour with a descriptive and analytical approach in two
dimensions of form and content. In order to analyze, the method of criticism was used
which is based on the "guidelines for preparing critical articles for scientific research
publications, critical research papers of humanities texts and programs". After the
general introduction of the work, in the first step, the points and shortcomings of the
book's shape and form dimensions were pointed out. In this context, the book's cover
and design, the analysis of the book's editing and writing rules, and the list of sources
and sources were examined respectively. In this context, respectively attention was paid
to the description, analysis, and content criticism of the book and the strengths and
weaknesses of its content dimensions. In this context, respectively the appropriateness
of the title and table of contents with the content of the book, the separation of the
chapters of the book, and the organization and coherence of the content and presentation
of the content were investigated. It was also analyzed for its novelty and applicability of
the content. In the end, it can be stated that the content of the book failed to meet the
reader's expectations by emphasizing the three features of the basics of lesson planning,
familiarity with the lesson planning of elementary education, and practicality, and it has

provided suggestions to improve the work.
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In the education system of every society, textbooks are one of the important elements in
the education process, and along with other elements, including the teacher and learner,
they play a central role in centralized systems. These activities and programs, especially
in the primary period, affect the individual development of the child and help to develop
constructive relationships with the home and society, and at the same time, they give
children the potential to make required changes in society. This is why school and
university textbooks should be examined and criticized more than other books. The
purpose of the current research is to review and analyze a book in the field of lesson
planning, which was subjected to criticism with a descriptive and analytical approach to
both the form and content aspects.

Based on this, the present article examines and briefly criticizes the university book
“Foundations of Elementary Education Curriculum Planning” (Moussipour, 2017), for
which we do not have many sources in the field. To collect information, the checklist of
university book criticism of the Council for the Review of Texts and Humanities Books
of Universities was used. This checklist is used as a tool for criticizing university books
and it is arranged in two dimensions, form and content. In the form dimension of formal
comprehensiveness, printing, and technical quality, compliance with writing and editing
rules, fluency, and expressiveness of the text were checked and evaluated. In the content
dimension, the logical order and coherence of the materials, the sources used, scientific
analysis of issues, innovation, basics and assumptions, comprehensiveness, compliance
with the latest headings of the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, how to
use scientific tools and specialized terms are discussed.

To analyze, the method of review based on "Guidelines for the preparation of review
articles of scientific-research publications, critical research papers of humanities texts
and programs" has been used. After a general review of the book's titles and a general
introduction to the work, the analysis of the book was done in two steps. In the first
step, it was mentioned to analyze the merits and shortcomings of the shape and form
dimensions of the book. In this part, the design of the book cover and its back was
examined and criticized in terms of images, shapes, tables, writings, and the type of
paper used in printing the book. In the next step, the structure of the book and its written
goals were examined by the author of the book, and some points about the opening
pages of the book, chapters of the book, table of contents, and preface of the book were
stated. In the third stage, some writing and editing errors in the book were pointed out,
including non-observance of semi-spacing in some words, as well as typographical

errors in the book's content.
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In the end, the list of sources was examined by considering the references of the
period of the text and the references at the end of the book, as well as the compatibility
between them. In the next step, description, analysis, and content criticism of the book,
the strengths and weaknesses of its content aspects were taken into consideration and in
this context, the appropriateness of the title and table of contents with the content and
volume of the book was first investigated. Then the chapters of the book were discussed
separately considering the whole book in terms of the volume of pages, titles, and key
points of each chapter, as well as the strengths and weaknesses of the chapters, and
attention was paid to the organization and coherence of the content and the presentation
of its content. It seems that in addition to expressing the useful content in each chapter
and the good effort of the author, what has been paid less attention in most of the
chapters is the general writing of the content without considering the centrality of
elementary education. In the following, the novelty and applicability of the content were
discussed by comparing the studied book with another book by the author of the work
titled Basics of Secondary Education Planning (2005).

In the discussion and conclusion section, the article presents the final analysis and
while stating the strengths of the book, it has been stated that the content of the book
has not been able to meet the reader's expectations by emphasizing three features of the
basics of lesson planning, familiarity with elementary education lesson planning and
practicality. In the end, there are suggestions for improving the work, such as paying
enough attention to the topic of elementary education in the entire content of the book,
respecting the appropriateness and comprehensiveness of the book's content with its
goals, coordinating the title of the book with the content, preparing a detailed list of the
book, observing the principles of literary editing, updating the sources with considering
new and relevant sources and paying attention to the artistic layout of the book suitable
for the student audience, as well as mentioning sources for study in each chapter,
especially considering the margins mentioned in some chapters of the book, mentioning
questions for learning and thinking at the end of each chapter is presented based on the
content of the chapter. It can be said that according to the outstanding features and
strengths of this work if attention is paid to the mentioned items and also more attention
is paid to the curriculum planning of elementary education in the whole content, this

resource can be a useful textbook.
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