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Abstract

The present research was conducted with the aim of criticizing the book "Introductions
to Educational Technology”. In this regard, using the educational critical research
method, the book written by Khadija Aliabadi, 16th edition of 2019, was criticized. The
tool for data collection was the academic textbook review worksheet of the Council for
the Review of Texts and Books of Human Sciences. After receiving and completing the
sample sheets, the qualitative content analysis method was used to analyze the data.
According to the findings, the advantages of the book include appropriate design in
terms of volume and shape, calligraphy, good quality of printing and binding, smooth
text and simplicity of content, compatibility with Iranian Islamic values, and use of
reliable scientific sources. Also, the results showed the shortcomings of the form and
content of the book including the oldness of the content and resources, especially in the
section related to media, lack of coverage of the latest topics considered by the Ministry
of Science, weakness in analyzing and criticizing the content, lack of innovation and
creativity in content design and coverage, being free of common scientific content in the
field of educational technology.
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The book has long been the preserver and reviver of lofty thoughts and ideas and a huge
source that has fed the seekers of knowledge, thought, and truth. It is also necessary to
examine scientific activities and try to improve their actual correction. Paying attention
to this requires a category called criticism of scientific works. Among the types of
scientific activities, writing a textbook is one of the most accurate activities because it
deals with a specific, precise target society and predetermined needs, and also provides
the educational basis for a generation of experts. Universities and educational centers
are among the organizations that play an important and influential role in advancing the
educational and developmental goals of the country and are the foundation of the
scientific, industrial and cultural growth of any society. One of the important elements
that is considered in different educational systems and plays an important role in the
success of educational programs and activities is educational media and the use of
educational technologies in general. In Payam Noor University, according to the type of
education, writing university textbooks is particularly important.

In this university, the textbook should be designed and compiled in such a way that
it helps the independent, fast, and stable learning of the student and also causes the
minimal need for other educational resources. Since the textbook should be clear,
understandable, appropriate to the needs of the audience and the cultural values and
previous experiences of the learners, local and native, national and global needs, and in
line with the theoretical foundations of the curriculum, careful attention should be given
to the textbooks and their comprehensive review should be on the agenda of educational
institutions and research institutes. In this regard, the textbook "Introductions of
Educational Technology" written by Khadija Aliabadi, 16th edition of 2019, which was
written based on the educational needs of Payam Noor University students, is
considered in this article. Criticizing the book is important from two aspects: firstly, it is
considered important to criticize textbooks and help to improve their quality, and
secondly, that educational technology and the use of educational media are equal to
effective books and the book itself can also be considered as a subset of educational
media.

"Educational critic" research method has been used to criticize the textbook. This
research method is carried out in three stages: description, interpretation, and
evaluation. Describing means depicting the existing qualities, the basic and important
facts of the educational phenomenon, as well as the wider context in which it is located.
Interpretation means attributing meanings to situations with criteria derived from
historical context, various scientific theories, and others. And finally, the evaluation
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includes commenting on the merit and value characteristics of the whole situation or its
components. The data measurement tool is the check list (form) of the review of
academic textbooks of the Council for the Review of Texts and Books of Human
Sciences. Based on the research methodology, the findings of this research are as
follows:

* The book under study was published for the first time in 1390, and in September
1399, it passed the 15th edition. The book includes the publisher's foreword, table of
contents, book study guide, three parts and 201 pages. In the foreword, the publisher has
talked about determining the curriculum needs of idea formation, specifying headings,
scientific judgment, educational design and scientific editing in educational groups.

* In the guide section of the book, the value of the book is stated in terms of the
number of study units, the audience of the book and also those who can benefit from the
contents of the book.

* Different parts of the book include the first part: history and concept of educational
technology. The second part: regular training design and the third part: the media.

* The cover of the book and its graphic design are suitable with the title of the book
and are attractive. Although the cover image of the book is new and up-to-date, the
content included in the book is not very up-to-date and does not cover the latest
developments in the field of educational technology.

* Binding, cutting of the book, type of font and its size are appropriate and meet the
necessary standards for the font and size of textbooks.

* In terms of writing and literary editing, the book is in a relatively favorable
condition. However, there are some things that need to be corrected.

* In this book, many concepts need to underline the Latin equivalent, and this
deficiency can be seen almost throughout the book.

* The book has problems in terms of sourcing, and the sourcing within the text and
at the end does not have an acceptable standard.

* The book under study is smooth and fluent in terms of text and writing, however,
the margins of the book can provide more space to the reader.

* According to the conditions of the target audience of this book, who are students of
Payam Noor University, the author of the book has tried to design the lessons of the
book for students with a smooth pen as much as possible and facilitate their learning.

* Despite having fluent prose, some of the approved headings in this book are empty.

* Despite the subject of the book, the author has neglected to introduce new media
and educational technologies.
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« In this book, there is no room for up-to-date and relevant content.

* Despite the simplicity and fluency of the writing style, this book does not cover the
latest developments and materials needed by the students of this university, and in terms
of its content, it does not meet the informational needs of the students of this field and,
as a result, the scientific and practical needs of the country.

« It is inappropriate to divide the contents of the book into 3 general sections because
there are many details that, despite the similarity of the content, should be included in
separate chapters under the sections of the book for a better understanding of the
students.

* The materials presented in this book do not cover all the topics discussed in the
field of educational technology.

* The first and second parts of the book are not comprehensive enough.

» The final self-examination section of the textbook materials, except in limited
cases, is such that the questions raised do not include high levels of learning.

« In different parts of the book, the titles and sub-titles of the contents are specialized
words, the equivalent of all these words are not fully presented in the book.

» The book is suitable in terms of readability, the type of literature used, suitable
educational design and providing a format for self-examination of the audience.

* The present book is not in conflict with Islamic and Iranian values.

* The topics presented in this book are relatively old, and this feature deprives it of
the aspect of innovation and creativity.

* The main problem is the oldness of these sources and related data.
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