Critical Studies in Texts and Programs of Human Sciences, Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies (IHCS)
Quarterly Journal, Vol. 23, No. 4, Winter 2024, 111-136
https://www.doi.org/10.30465/CRTLS.2024.44798.2718

A Critical Review on the Book
Global Historical Sociology

Mehdi Zibaei”

Abstract

The relationship between Historical Sociology (HS) and International Relations (IR) is
one of the relatively new fields of study, which has attracted the attention of researchers
and activists of both fields during the last few decades. In other words, the impact of the
international environment on internal developments is the basis for the emergence of
this field of study with general titles such as International Historical Sociology (IHS) or
Historical Sociology of International Relations (HSIR) during the first years or decade
of the current century. The theoretical research on the book “Global Historical
Sociology” (GHS), raises the question of whether it is possible to know global historical
sociology as a conjuncture point between the mentioned fields of study. The authors of
the book criticized this tenet as a transdisciplinary branch that includes three areas:
World Sociology, Historical Sociology, and World History. The studies carried out
show that ambiguity in the possibility of methodological integration of the fields of
sociology and history on the one hand and neglecting the position of the state in global
transformations or its overlapping with the newly emerging field of Global Studies
causes the current deficiencies in the content and methodological coherence of the book.
However, the mentioned attitude can be more carefully considered and developed in the
future. In this article, it will be tried to express the strengths and weaknesses of this

work with a critical view.
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Extended Abstract

The book Global Historical Sociology has enriched historical Sociology in social
sciences by expanding its scope. Studies of historical sociology and historical sociology
in International Relations have so far overlooked continuous histories or global
dynamics and, instead, highlighted the role of governments as the primary unit of
analysis. Assuming that no concept in the historical context has an eternal and
unchanging state, the authors of the book’s different chapters assume this situation as a
problem rather than a pleasant contrast. They insist on viewing the state and social
structures as non-historical, predetermined infrastructures, both theoretically and
methodologically. Rather, it is important to consider these “entities in motion” in an
interconnected manner. Although the authors blame the state-centered and Eurocentric
perspectives for their relative indifference to the global context or continuous historical
interpretations, Global Historical Sociology, as a research project, does not entirely
reject these perspectives. Rather, they are reconstructed in a relational framework. For
example, presenting and analyzing Eurocentric perspectives can evoke the hidden
motivations of European colonialism and justify the European globalization project,
which is considered a Hegelian dialectical turn. In this sense, Global Historical
Sociology is a meta-analysis that combines the theoretical and methodological concepts
of historical sociology, global history, and international relations. Researchers in
historical sociology, international relations, and global history look for the missing links
of continuous historical narratives that underlie specific cases. They then reinterpret
these links within the context of global history. Despite the above-mentioned features,
which are noteworthy facets of the book in terms of creating new avenues for the
interaction of sociology, history, and international relations, Global Historical
Sociology is still subject to serious criticism. The three categories into which book and
article criticisms are conventionally divided are edition, methodology, and content.
Given the high-quality indicators of the books published by major international
academic publications such as Cambridge, there seem to be fewer criticisms of the
book’s edition. Therefore, this article provides a serious critique of this book in the
other two sections, i.e., methodology and content. From a methodological viewpoint,
this work is criticized more for its eclectic nature. In other words, this work lacks the
necessary theoretical coherence because it focuses on two distinct study areas and
employs two different methodological models. Although this could be considered a
theoretical drawback, it is unquestionably a strength for studies in this area in terms of

comprehensiveness and coverage of various subjects. This indicates that historical
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sociology can cover a wider range of topics thanks to the induction and analogy
methods provided by sociology and history, respectively. Nevertheless, since these
fields of study are different, Global Historical Sociology lacks the necessary theoretical
coherence. In terms of content, there are several criticisms of this book. First, it is
noteworthy that historical sociology considers the state as a governance system.
Although it discusses sub-national and transnational levels of communication, it
overlooks the global expansion of the modern state system during the 19th and 20th
centuries. In other words, rejecting the state as the focal point of historical sociology is
considered an innovative aspect of this book. However, the imposition of this approach
on non-European populations could raise non-European concerns. Second, the book's
editors present Global Historical Sociology as a transdisciplinary field of study in the
introduction section; nevertheless, their explanations primarily highlight the
interdisciplinary nature of this area. Interdisciplinary studies use various approaches to
coordinate related fields of knowledge, whereas transdisciplinary studies emphasize the
unity of intellectual frameworks at a level above the perspectives of particular
disciplines. Third, while Global Historical Sociology is a product of three different
academic disciplines, sociology is not the only source of its focus on social studies. The
study of social relations is a goal of the field of global studies, which is a subset of the
social sciences. In other words, the emergence and expansion of international studies,
which deal with social relations outside the West, has met the call for global historical
sociology. Finally, Global Historical Sociology disregards the state within the
framework of a zero-one perspective. This indicates that the state has not been
considered despite being the epicenter of many developments in both the domestic and
global environment, although this element can affect many developments even outside

the sphere of the state.
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