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Abstract

Although Jack Snyder is a defensive neo-realist, he has kept himself faithful to Waltz's
structuralism; his big difference in this work is in his attention to the factors that were
compared to the level of the international system and are placed at the reductionist
levels. By combining the mentioned levels, the author presents a clearer picture of some
countries' causes of war and unjustified expansionism. Among the structures mentioned
in Snyder's work, we can mention the differences in the political systems of nation-
states and the impact of these differences on their distinct foreign policy behaviors. The
author searches for many roots of expansionist decisions in the psychological dimension
and examines the possible causes of expansionist thinking in structural impositions,
which, from his point of view, are not the primary cause in most cases. In the end, it is
important to mention that the expansionist groups of a country often use these
impositions to move towards unbridled expansionism with the use of propaganda

techniques and exaggerating external risks to mobilize political resources.

Keywords: Expansionism, Balance of Power, Mind Frame, Offensive Power, War.

« Master's Student of International Relations, Faculty of Law and Political Sciences, University of Tehran,
Tehran, Iran, parsa.hejazi@ut.ac.ir

« Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Tehran ,Iran (Corresponding Author),
mjjavad@ut.ac.ir

Date received: 23/09/2023, Date of acceptance: 28/01/2024



Abstract 60

Extended Abstract

"Myths of Empire: Domestic Politics and International Ambition" by Jac Snyder delves
into the intricate relationship between domestic politics and the pursuit of international
ambitions by powerful nations. This thought-provoking book challenges prevailing
notions surrounding imperial endeavors and sheds light on the myths that often shape
and justify these undertakings.

Snyder begins by scrutinizing the intersection of domestic political dynamics and
the external projection of power. He argues that empires are not solely products of
geopolitical strategies but are deeply intertwined with the internal politics of the nations
that seek imperial status. The author contends that leaders, in their pursuit of global
dominance, often resort to mythmaking a process that involves constructing narratives
and ideologies to garner support from domestic audiences. The book critically examines
historical instances where myths played a pivotal role in shaping imperial ambitions.
Snyder meticulously analyzes case studies, ranging from ancient civilizations to modern
superpowers, to illustrate how leaders craft narratives that portray imperial endeavors as
necessary, just, and even inevitable. By exploring these historical examples, the author
highlights the recurrent patterns of mythmaking that transcend time and cultures. One of
the central themes explored in "Myths of Empire"” is the role of nationalism in fueling
imperial aspirations. Snyder contends that leaders frequently exploit nationalistic
sentiments to build support for ambitious foreign policies. The book delves into how the
manipulation of national identity and pride becomes a potent tool in justifying actions
that may otherwise be met with skepticism or resistance from the public. In addition to
nationalism, the author explores the impact of economic interests on the formation of
imperial myths. Snyder argues that economic considerations often drive nations to
pursue imperialist agendas, and leaders strategically weave economic narratives to
garner support. The book dissects the symbiotic relationship between economic
interests, political power, and imperial ambitions, providing a nuanced understanding of
the complex motivations behind global expansion. "Myths of Empire" also addresses the
consequences of these myths on both domestic and international fronts. The author
contends that the perpetuation of imperial myths can have far-reaching implications,
shaping not only foreign policies but also influencing the socio-political fabric of the
nations involved. The book explores how these myths impact public discourse, shape
national identity, and contribute to the formulation of enduring foreign policy doctrines.
Furthermore, Snyder delves into the challenges posed by the persistence of imperial

myths in a rapidly changing global landscape. As the dynamics of power shift and new
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geopolitical realities emerge, the book raises critical questions about the adaptability of
imperial narratives and their relevance in the face of evolving political, economic, and
social contexts. In conclusion, "Myths of Empire" offers a compelling analysis of the
intricate interplay between domestic politics and international ambitions. Jac Snyder's
exploration of imperial myths provides readers with valuable insights into the
motivations, strategies, and consequences associated with the pursuit of global
dominance. This thought-provoking work challenges conventional wisdom and invites
readers to critically examine the narratives that shape the course of nations on the world
stage.
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