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Abstract 

The main purpose of this article is to review the book "Citizenship, Democracy and 

Green Justice" written by David E. Lowry and others. The book contains articles about 

environmental problems, human health and the environment, household consumption 

basket and environmental pollution, and green justice. The main idea of the collection 

of articles in the book is that sustainable development is not possible without 

citizenship, democracy, and green justice. The assumption of these articles is that green 

citizenship can be established based on ethical recommendations and changing laws and 

regulations. It seems that the humanistic and legalistic approach leads to a thin green 

citizenship.  On the other hand, this article shows that the approach of civil society 

(republicanism) has more potential for building green citizenship. According to this 

approach, moral commitment and responsible action towards the environment requires, 

above all, belonging to a new society (inclusive natural civil society) in which the 

relations of citizens are not based on social contracts but on civil friendship. In practice 

there are serious obstacles to the formation of environmental citizenship: including 

competition for economic development and growth; Hardening of national identity; and 

Reducing human action to utilitarian action, especially against nature.  
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Extended Abstract 

Citizenship is a normative ideal that represents people's relationships with each other 

and with political institutions in a specific territory. Membership, rights, duties, and 

responsible participation are the basic elements of citizenship. Of course, the two main 

citizenship traditions, i.e. Republicanism and Liberalism, each emphasize a part of these 

pillars. That is, civil socialist citizenship emphasizes the civil and political duties of 

citizens towards the civil society and liberal citizenship emphasizes the rights of 

individuals towards the government. This same liberal tradition has dominated the 

public mind to a large extent, and dictionaries and specialized cultures usually talk 

about citizenship rights, and in a sense, citizenship is reduced to one of its pillars. The 

research shows that citizenship is more than anything a type of belonging or it is simply 

an expression of identity. Besides, without facilitating the participation processes of all 

individuals and groups in civil society; without strengthening the accountability process 

of political institutions and changing organizational policies, in order to design and 

improve the ability of individuals and groups, citizenship will be depleted from within. 

The most important problem of citizenship that has remained since ancient Greece is the 

issue of inclusion. That is, those who are considered citizens and get equal status with 

others. If women were not considered slaves in ancient Greece, today the discussion is 

about expanding the scope of citizenship to other beings, including animals and nature. 

On this basis, new types of citizenship are discussed, including green (environmental) 

citizenship. Attention to the idea of green citizenship has increased especially since the 

1990s. The central idea of green citizenship is to preserve the natural environment (as a 

shared biosphere) by increasing commitments in the face of common issues. At the 

same time, some link green citizenship with the issue of sustainable development and 

believe that sustainable development can be achieved only through the participation of 

all citizens of the society provided that the environment is maintained as a common 

platform for life. On this basis, green citizenship emphasizes lifestyle change. One of 

the most important theorists of green citizenship based on sustainable development is 

Andrew Dobson, who deals with the challenges of environmental citizenship in the 

book “Citizenship and Environment”. He believes that by including environmental 

rights in the constitution, a common environmental identity can be created. Therefore, 

although green citizenship is tied to the realm of the government, the direct participation 

of citizens should be extended not only to the inclusive public sphere (beyond the 

borders of the government) but also to the private sphere. On this basis, environmental 

citizenship requires the participation of all people in the era of globalization. The same 



143  Abstract 

 

attitude towards citizenship is followed in the book Green Citizenship (Green 

Democracy, Green Justice) from different angles and of course implicitly. This book 

consists of two chapters, in the first chapter, the authors examine the relationship 

between man and the environment, sustainable development, green citizenship, green 

democracy, justice, democracy, and health, and their common idea is the issue of 

responsibility and commitment of citizenship towards the environment. In the second 

chapter, the discussion of renewable energy in different countries has been examined as 

concrete examples to clarify their procedures for dealing with environmental 

phenomena. According to the chapters of the book, this question can be raised as the 

main and critical question, what is the theoretical basis for achieving development, 

justice, and environmental citizenship in this book, and basically what should be the 

optimal approach to realize the idea of environmental citizenship? Apart from the 

discussion about how to look at citizenship and the environment, a fundamental 

objection can be made to this book, and that is the lack of attention to theoretical 

foundations, as well as the lack of determining the ratio of citizenship, democracy, and 

justice. The two parts of the book also add to its confusion; The first chapter focuses on 

green citizenship (environment), although without a specific framework, and the second 

chapter deals more with the technical and general aspects. In fact, this book is the result 

of collecting and translating scattered articles about green citizenship and the 

environment with a focus on sustainable development, which were written in different 

years and with different approaches. Based on this, it is not possible to establish an 

exact ratio between them. In addition to examining the form and content of the book, 

the following article tries to focus on the discussion of green citizenship as the center of 

gravity of this book. Based on this, the remarkable approach to the issue of green 

citizenship is evaluated and criticized in these articles, and an attempt is made to 

propose a new approach to green citizenship, and on the same basis, to determine the 

coordinates of green citizenship to some extent. 
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