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Abstract 

The works written about Russia are few and mostly have literary, political, journalistic, 

or security genres. The book “Society and Culture of Russia” has tried to have a general 

and comprehensive look at the topic of culture in Russian society, which has received 

less attention in Russian studies. After introducing the book and the author, this article 

has criticized and analyzed the author's attention to the topic of Russian society and 

culture. For this purpose, the background and origin of the work have been examined, 

then with internal structural criticism, the degree of coherence and logical order of the 

work and its appearance, grammatical and typographical problems have been analyzed. 

It also deals with its methodology and also explains its content strengths. In the 

following, extra-structural (basic) criticism of the book is made, and after analyzing and 

checking the degree of harmony of the contents of the work with its assumed principles 

and foundations and stating the existing strengths and contradictions, the degree of 

connection and challenge of the contents of the work with religious and Islamic 

foundations and principles is discussed. 
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Extended Abstract 

The works written about Russia are few and mostly have literary, political, journalistic, 

or security genres. The book “Society and Culture of Russia” has tried to have a general 
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and comprehensive look at the topic of culture in Russian society, which has received 

less attention in Russian studies. For this purpose, the author of the book has discussed 

the most general topics related to Russia, i.e. geography, land, and history of Russia, to 

the most modern and common life situation in this country, i.e. social system, politics, 

government, and cultural system, and some topics such as religions, general culture, 

language and literature, art, music, education system and media have been discussed. 

This article is a transition from the space of strategic writing and a security or historical 

perspective to a comprehensive and general attitude to the ordinary life of the Russian 

people, which is non-constructive and without the conventional structuralism in 

academic works (for example, political-governmental constructivism and statism in the 

view of Russian society). It has examined the institutional situation of Russian society. 
After introducing the book and the author, this article has criticized and analyzed the 

author's attention to the topic of Russian society and culture. First, the sections and 

chapters of the book have been introduced. The book is written in three parts and 13 

chapters. The first part includes generalities, land and people (part one), and history of 

Russia (part two), the second part is written under the title "Russian society" and the 

third part is written under the title of "Russian culture". Then, the background and origin 

of the work are examined, and after that, with internal structural criticism, the analysis 

and examination of the coherence and logical order of the work and the apparent, 

grammatical and typographical problems have been scrutinized. The methodology and 

also the content strengths have been explained.  

In this section, firstly, the criticism and evaluation of the work including apparent 

problems (repetition of content, way of referencing sources, many typographical 

problems in the text, repetition of sources, and incomplete information) are proposed. 

Then, the methodological problems investigated mean that in this book, a specific 

method is not used for research and the book is not theoretical. It has also been pointed 

out that the book and its chapters lack introductions and conclusions. Also, in the book 

“Society and Culture of Russia”, the place of one or more specific theories as well as 

analysis and conclusion is empty. 
In the following, the strengths of the content are presented and it is said that due to 

the use of a set of reliable sources about Russia that have an original and philosophical 

understanding of Russia (such as the works of Hélène Carrère d'Encausse and Nikolai 

Berdyaev, James Billington), the author has been able to create a more realistic image of 

the Russian society. His presence in this land and familiarity with Russian elders helped 

him to present this realistic introduction letter. 
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In the following, "the degree of coordination of the contents of the work with its 

assumed principles and foundations" was examined, and during it, the assumption of the 

book's applicability to the Iranian society, the assumption of a realistic attitude towards 

the Russian society, the assumption of the analysis and interpretation of the Russian 

society based on relevant sociological and philosophical theories, and the assumption of 

the comprehensiveness of the presented knowledge of the Russian society have been 

discussed. After stating the existing strengths and contradictions, the degree of 

connection and challenge of the contents of the work with religious and Islamic 

foundations and principles have been discussed. At the end and in the conclusion 

section, we have said that the book“Society and Culture of Russia” was written in an 

environment where the two components of Russian "society" and "culture" were paid 

less attention in Persian writings. The author has tried to give a real idea of the general 

image of the society and social culture of Russians with a comprehensive view. In this 

article, while examining the book in terms of appearance and content, we recognized 

and recounted some of the formal methodological and content problems in the book. 

Despite the author's effort to present a general and comprehensive view of Russian 

society, which includes political and philosophical-ideological elements, the text and 

content of the book are facing some problems. In this article, we introduced the 

problems with the hope that there will be a basis for improving the work and conducting 

stronger research. Also, we reiterated the strengths of the book and examined the 

stronger discourses (Chapter 7) that can open the way for superior research and a source 

of documentation for Russian social studies. In general, the book gives a good reading 

of Russian society and provides pleasant and useful social and cultural points to the 

general audience. Of course, it also opens the way for more extensive and targeted 

experimental field studies. 
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