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Abstract 

The book Lie / Free Will proposes to examine two key and important questions; 1) 

What is the phenomenon of lying and how can its functional mechanism be controlled? 

2) Does man have free will to remain loyal to moral duties? In analyzing the 

phenomenon of lying, the author expresses his point of view from a philosophical point 

of view, emphasizing the consequences of an action (the badness of the result of a lie). 

This means that the result of a human reaction in the field of action has priority and 

superiority over biological neurology. What if he adopts a naturalistic (scientific-

empirical) attitude in examining the phenomenon of free will: This means that he insists 

on the priority of biological action over the result of human reaction in the field of 

action. The present article, along with the detailed introduction of this book is trying to 

critically review the work in terms of structure, content, form, and methodology. The 

reviews of the present article show that the author, as a non-systematic philosopher, was 

able to process his main idea in a relatively coherent way; However, the results of his 

scientific-philosophical investigations and reflections prove that the book is caught in 

the trap of determinism/ontological reductionism in terms of content and method in the 

field of epistemological hierarchy of science. It seems that the author's integrated 

(philosophical/scientific/atheistic) approach carries a kind of internal logic paradox. 
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This paradox will be analyzed in the framework of two types of criticism, structural 

criticism from the author's argument and out discursive criticism from the perspective of 

the Iranian-Islamic intellectual tradition. Among other defects of the book, we can 

mention its writing and editing defects. 

Keywords: Lie, Free Will, Physicalism, Reductionism, Internal Logic Paradox, 

Structural Criticism, Out Discursive Criticism. 
 

Extended abstract 

We all deal with phenomena in life that we need to make value judgments them. 

Sometimes finding a reasonable basis for these judgments involves us in questions that 

have obvious philosophical/scientific aspects. Lies and free will are among these 

phenomena that humans are always involved in, both in the individual dimension and in 

the social dimension. In this context, the book "Lies / Free Will" is important and it has 

suggested the examination of two key and important questions; 1) What is the 

phenomenon of lying and how can its functional mechanism be controlled? 2) Does 

man have free will to remain loyal to moral duties? In analyzing the phenomenon of 

lying, the author expresses his point of view from a philosophical point of view, 

emphasizing the consequences of an action (the badness of the result of a lie). This 

means that the result of a human reaction in the field of action has priority and 

superiority over biological neuro-action. What's more, he adopts a naturalistic 

(scientific-empirical) attitude in examining the phenomenon of free will. However, the 

results of his scientific-philosophical investigations and results that the book is caught 

in the trap of determinism/ontological reductionism in terms of content and method in 

the field of epistemological hierarchy of science. He belongs to the incompatibilist/ 

determinist school of thought. It seems that the author's integrated (philosophical/ 

scientific/ atheistic) approach carries a kind of internal logic paradox. To investigate and 

analyze this paradox, the methodological/critical approach of the authors of the article is 

beyond the two approaches of incompatible belief and compatible belief. It seems that 

traces of this approach can be found in John Searle's intellectual system which has a 

psychological, scientific, and philosophical basis. The mentioned approach has been 

adopted to have a high persuasive and explanatory power. In fact, this intellectual 

attitude simultaneously scrutinized several important factors in the formation of human 

actions. Paying attention to the biological nerve that determines the causes of the force 

of our will, the role of consciousness and language in the social context that is related to 

moral responsibility are among the strengths of this approach. According to Searle 
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attitude, all human actions cannot be considered only by prior factors and under the 

influence of physiological determinism, but by the interaction and confrontation 

between three factors such as prior causes, reasons for action, and desire to act all 

actions. Harris' determinism approach was examined not only from the perspective of 

Western thought, but also from the perspective of Iranian and/or Islamic intellectual 

tradition. What can be discussed as a solution is that the author, in explaining his 

argument, instead of emphasizing only the philosophical approach in explaining the 

phenomenon of lying and adopting a naturalist approach in examining the phenomenon 

of free will, turned to accept the subjective/objective dialectical approach, and presented 

a more coherent and structured analysis and explanation. This dialectical approach can 

be expressed as follows: although our intentions precede our decisions and actions, 

there is no need to pay attention to the origin of their formation to the extent that they 

are used as a basis for analysis. In fact, no matter how our intentions are influenced by 

any factor until they come to the fore in the field of action, no criterion can be imagined 

to measure them in a good or bad frame. On the other hand, the dialectical approach 

while paying attention to the influence of the mind on the object and vice versa also 

refers to the role of environmental factors. As a conscious being, although man uses his 

inner driving forces, he is also present in an environment for action. Paying attention to 

this approach could moderate Harris's idealistic attitude toward the phenomenon of lies 

and his radical determinism approach to free will. 
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