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Abstract

Critically dealing with the topic of "Iranian Ethos", in the form of stories, travelogues,
etc. has always been one of the most popular and controversial topics. In the meantime,
the book "Iranian Compatibility” written by Mehdi Bazargan is of particular importance
for being in the middle of the works of the Qajar period (typically a travel book), with a
significant number of generally sociological texts of recent years. He has The
innovative approach of the book and its impact on the critical reading and self-
examination of Iranians is one of the prominent and questionable points of the book,
which is important in comparison with similar texts before and after it and in
comparison with different periods of thought of the merchant himself. The central
question of the article is whether the book "Iranian Compatibility” (which deals with
the difficulty and controversial nature of Iranians) is capable of being proposed as an
innovative theory in response to a real social crisis. In order to find the answer to this
question, the author-centered (intentionalist) interpretation method of "Quentin Skinner"

and the theoretical framework of "Thomas Spriggans" will be used so that the central

= Ph.D. Candidate of Political Science, Issues of Iran, Tehran South Branch, Islamic Azad University, Tehran,
Iran, Jama2018ps@gmail.com

« Assistant professor, Department of Political Science and International Relations, Tehran South Branch, Islamic
Azad University, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author), kh-mortazavi@azad.ac.ir

= Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Revolution, Institute for Contemporary History, Tehran, Iran,
Smtm38@gmail.com

Date received: 06/04/2024, Date of acceptance: 03/08/2024



Abstract 188

goal of the research (that is, to understand the level of initiation and the place of
thinking of the merchants, in relation to the anthropological style of Iranians) can be
revealed as well as possible. The findings and results of this research show that
Bazargan's idea in summarizing the Iranian spirit and temperament, despite all the
criticisms on it, was still the source of inspiration or in line with the scientific action of

other theoreticians.

Keywords: Iranian Ethos, Spragens, Skinner, Hermeneutics, Creating the theory

Extended Abstract

The present article deals with hermeneutic criticism and interpretation of the book
"Iranian Compatibility" written by engineer "Mehdi Bazargan". This book is important
from two aspects: First, it is considered one of the first written works left from Mehdi
Bazargan's youth and presents a first-hand account of his first encounter and
comparative-critical reading of the Iranian-French relationship. This point is important
for understanding and explaining the initial stages of Bazargan's thinking - as one of the
most important religious intellectuals of Iran. Before writing the book "Iramian
Compatibility” and the mentioned work by Jamalzadeh, the works related to Iranian
people were usually limited to the travelogues of the Qajar era, which were mostly
written by Orientalists. After writing this book, with an interval of several years, from
the 1970s onwards, a large number of books were published with a critical tone towards
Iranian people, and the language used in them is usually sociological and sometimes it
was with the application of humanities methodology. This historical continuity, in
dealing with such critical content (in three periods of time and governance) along with
the reception and presence of the audience for this type of work, shows the important
implications of such discussions. Meanwhile, the book of Bazargan highlights the role
of initiator, problem finder and intermediary. It should be noted that the design of such
content, especially in recent years, has not been free of controversy. As in recent years,
during a dialectical and confrontational process, even to the production of a kind of
"other" or fronting; in the form of reproducing the topics of "pathology", it has become
a socio-cultural narrative in relation to this style. For example, in some notes, the style
of Ethoslogy is referred to as a form of "self-mutilation" and '"national self-
deprecation".Whether or not, this rate of attention to the Iranian Ethos, can suggest the
problem and the level of irregularities and crises in our social relations. Adapting a
problematic look at the creation of an idea with a critical review of national Ethos topic

exactly has been the reason for referring to Thomas Spragens’method in this article.
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Therefore, for the critique of Bazargan’s book, we have gone to the 4-step method of
Thomas Spragens in the " Understanding Political Theory " book. From the perspective
of Spragens, the goal of political theory is to identify problems and resolve to solve
them. He takes such steps to produce a theory. The first step is: View irregularity by the
thinker, the Second step: Find the main causes of irregularities in different phenomena,
the Third step: Consider the author’s ideal and mental regularity, And the fourth step:
Find solution and provide treatment. According to these 4 steps, the steps of the
formation of the idea of "Iramian Compatibility” book in the mind of engineer
Bazargan, this article is followed by the following questions:

1) We will first ask: what was the observation of the Bazargan of the crisis and time
irregularities?

2) What did Bazargan reach about the Iranian Ethos problem and what was the cause
of pain and irregularity?

3) what is his prescription for the desirable and ideal situation?

4) what theory and solution led to the creation and birth of the merchant's thought
and action?

To answer the above 4 questions, this article pays attention to the social and
contemporary contexts of the merchant's life and his intended intentions. In this
direction, Quentin Skinner's method of interpretation, which pays attention to two
elements, "text" and "author", has been used. Therefore, the criticism of the Iranian
adaptation book will not be limited to "in-text" criticism; rather, according to the
specific political, religious, and intellectual characteristics of the creator of the work
(merchant), a set of human, temporal and contextual variables have also been involved
in the final analysis and interpretation and finding answers to the questions.
(Specifically, in this article, some personality requirements of the merchant are
mentioned as pragmatic and non-radical theorizing, with bourgeois origin; as out-of-text
and effective components in the creation of theory). In sum, the findings and results of
this research revealed various indications of the intention and reasons for the merchants'
tendency to exploit the Iranian spirit and temperament. For example, the accumulation
of some political-social frustrations such as the result of Reza Shah's quasi-modern and
nationalist reform project, the occupation and humiliation of Iran in the 20s, the defeat
of the national movement and the August 28 coup, and the confrontations with religious
movements and clergy at the beginning of the 40s. It created conditions for elites such
as businessmen in despair to reform the executive body and the ruling current, who

finally looked for a solution in the criticism of passivity and weakness in the agency of
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the people and general social forces. In spite of all the criticisms that can be made on the
mentioned work, but Iranian adaptation has been the source of inspiration or in line with
the scientific action of a range of theorists after Bazergan, in such a way that the
innovative approach of the book and its impact on the critical reading and self-analysis

of Iranians is one of the salient and questionable points of the book.
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