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Abstract 

This research has analyzed and criticized the important book of Imam Musa Sadr 

entitled "Islamic Economic Approaches". This book is a collection of speeches and 

essays of Imam Musa Sadr in the field of Islamic economics, which has received the 

attention of academic centers in the last decade and has been studied and discussed as 

one of the texts of Islamic economics. The review of this book shows that Imam Musa 

Sadr, like Martyr Sadr, separates economics from the economic school in the field of 

Islamic economics and believes that Islam does not have an economic science, but the 

Islamic economic school is based on Islamic rules and jurisprudence. In this article, 

after analyzing the theoretical literature of Islamic economics from the point of view of 

Imam Musa Sadr and Martyr Sadr, the strengths and weaknesses of the book were 

examined with a descriptive-analytical method. The identified weaknesses are 

ambiguity in the concept of fairness of wages and worker's share of production, lack of 

attention to the concept of governmental jurisprudence and ambiguity in the definition 

of Islamic economic school, lack of attention to the methodology of economics, 

ambiguity in expressing the basis of the theory of value in Islam, lack of paying 

attention to the activity of the legal personality of the government in the economy and 
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the ambiguity in expressing the authority of the Islamic government and velayat-e-faqih 

in the regulation of the economy. 

Keywords: Islamic Economy, Economic Jurisprudence, Economic Justice, Economic 

School, Imam Musa Sadr. 
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Extended Abstract 

In defining Islamic economics from the perspectives of Imam Moussa Sadr and Martyr 

Sadr, it is crucial to differentiate between Islamic economic science and the Islamic 

economic school. From Martyr Sadr's viewpoint, economic science examines the laws 

of production, while the economic school examines wealth distribution methods. Hence, 

any knowledge statement related to production and its improvement, and finding and 

enhancing its technology, pertains to economic science and is universal. This means that 

scientific statements are consistent across different nations despite differences in their 

social principles and concepts and are not limited to specific cultural and ideological 

contexts. However, any scientific statement that indicates strategies for wealth 

distribution, ownership, and asset management is ideological and belongs to the 

economic school, not economic science; it relates to one of the prevalent viewpoints and 

a specific philosophy. Martyr Sadr elaborates that science and school differ in method 

and goals, not in subject and domain. The economic school uses an ijtihadi 

(interpretative) method to examine fundamental propositions that determine the dos and 

don'ts of all economic actions and decisions. In contrast, economic science, based on 

empirical methods and grounded in the dos and don'ts specified by the school, examines 

strategies to achieve the best production methods. Research related to the school, as 

long as it adheres to its methods and goals, remains ideological, even if it deals with 

production. Similarly, scientific research, if it discusses distribution scientifically, does 

not lose its scientific nature. For example, the idea of central planning for production is 

ideological, shaped by an economic doctrine, and based on a specific philosophy and 

ideology, and not a scientific inquiry, even though it deals with production, not 

distribution. From Imam Moussa Sadr's perspective, there is no Islamic economic 

science similar to other branches of Islamic science like jurisprudence. Islamic 

economics does not seek to discover reality as economic science does; rather, 

economics in Islam is part of jurisprudence, and it is the set of Islamic rulings that guide 

the economic domain. Therefore, what is meant by Islamic economics is the Islamic 
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economic school, which emerges from the ijtihadi and jurisprudential system. 

According to Martyr Sadr's thought—a developed and codified version of Imam 

Moussa Sadr's ideas—in a systematic and organized view, the Islamic researcher must 

go through two stages to derive the Islamic economic school: (a) understanding Islamic 

rulings and concepts, and (b) deducing the general principles and rules of Islamic 

rulings and extracting a comprehensive model from them. The necessity of extracting 

this model lies in the fact that in macro issues related to social and economic life, a 

"knowledge and jurisprudential system" must be derived from religious sources. This is 

achievable through the method of "fiqh al-nazariyat" (theoretical jurisprudence) using 

the traditional Jafari jurisprudential heritage. Additionally, legal and Shariah 

propositions are independent of each other, and a social structure inevitably requires a 

systematic examination of these propositions. The book "Islamic Economic 

Approaches" based on the distinction between science and school, critiques both 

capitalist and Marxist streams. Relying on the theory of value and considering the 

impact on individuals and society, it seeks to redefine and establish systems that can 

ensure fair distribution. The review of this book shows that Imam Moussa Sadr, like 

Martyr Sadr, distinguishes between economic science and economic school and believes 

that Islam lacks economic science. However, the Islamic economic school, based on 

Islamic rulings and the jurisprudential system, can be derived. After reviewing the 

theoretical literature of Islamic economics from the perspectives of Imam Moussa Sadr 

and Martyr Sadr, the strengths and weaknesses of the book were analyzed using a 

descriptive-analytical method. Imam Moussa Sadr excellently emphasizes (a) the 

explanation of the theory of value in Islam, (b) a comparative analysis of the share of 

labor, capital, and production tools in production, (c) the correct interpretation of 

ownership in Islam, (d) the consideration of individual and social responsibilities in 

achieving economic justice, (e) the role of official institutions in wealth distribution and 

a priori view on economic inequality, (f) the role of society in creating value, and (g) the 

emphasis on anthropological foundations. These are the strengths of the book. However, 

the nature of the book, being a compilation of his speeches and articles, has prevented a 

comprehensive perspective on the issues examined. Some ambiguous and problematic 

points in the book include: (a) ambiguity in the concept of fair wages and the worker's 

share of production: Sadr does not provide a clear basis for fair wages in this book, (b) 

lack of attention to the concept of governmental jurisprudence and ambiguity in 

defining the Islamic economic school: unlike Martyr Sadr, Imam Moussa Sadr does not 

offer a specific strategy for deriving the school from the jurisprudential system, leaving 
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unclear whether he deems the existing jurisprudential system sufficient for societal 

governance, (c) neglect of the methodology of economic science: Imam Moussa Sadr 

accepts modern scientific methods but does not consider the influence of Islamic 

philosophy on the assumptions of this scientific method and its potential transformation 

from an Islamic perspective, (d) ambiguity in explaining the basis of the theory of value 

in Islam: although Sadr reviews the theory of value in other schools, he ultimately does 

not provide a definitive conclusion on the theory of value in Islam, (e) lack of attention 

to the role of the state's legal personality in the economy: while Sadr discusses the 

reason for the abolition of private ownership in Marxism and presents new legal 

relations from an Islamic perspective, he does not clarify the scope and criteria of state 

activity and intervention in the economy from an Islamic standpoint, and (f) ambiguity 

in explaining the powers of the Islamic government and the Guardianship of the Jurist 

in economic regulation: the Islamic economic school must be defined in conjunction 

with the powers of the Guardian Jurist and governmental decrees. Without a clear 

definition of governmental decrees, the proposed school remains incomplete. 
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����	�« =����� �	�. $	�&��# ��	��
 � ��&� 	�# �	W�� ��C�� = 3��$73 M =19 =45 -60.         

  ��:W2 =#��
	6:� �C��:� � �	��
 �A0	e #$	e )1395 =(»:���%9 #$	A� � 	�$�4��" �
 #��c�$. �	K�   #1	��
9 	
 ����"} �
 �:,��c# !�c ��
 �'	
�)L��:� الله�« = �� ����" $�
 =3��$ 36 M =9 =133 -157.         

  =#1���	- �	W2��:� =�C� #�N/%� =��	�  ��:W2  ���$	
����  ��?�N9 )1398 =( �%-	?�  ���
#  !0���� =
V$	
 �	��  	56��$ :����9.        

  =��:)- k�� 1389( �الله =(L
:N. 
) �	��:=G	�	 �:�	 �A2	%� =	� ��? G�1	8� =�	;2� =	�� ��	� �  (	��  = E1 -22 =
���!�� 3W��� :����9 =. (s) ��:)- �	�� �	�c �6� � �:K�9.        

  =��:)- k�� 1421( �الله =(A0� +	&,:v=  E1 -5= W��� :����9. (s) ��:)- �	�� �	�c �6� � �:K�9.       

  �2�� =V���
 s�	, =�p	, �I	' = $�1 � �:W�� G�$	W0� m	;�� )1399 =(»   �6���� �$ ��	�)&8� $	�)&��.   �	���
��
 ����« =�K��� 	�# �	)&8�� �	)CW� ���;N&� =3��$ 19 M =10 =49 -70.         

  �2�� =V���
  s�	�, = �p	�,  ��I	' = $�1 �  :�W���   G�$	�W0� m	;��� )1398 =(» X$ �:�}�9     ��
 ��)�� �5&�W

D;? �	��� #�:4. 6���� �
 �:,}9 	
 ��	)&8�.  ���
 ���� �	�� �&:
�9« =   �	�)&8� G	�>0	/� � �(���� =
3��$ 26 M =7 =90 -113.         

  #���1 =	"� #$	��)L� � �C� #�'	
 )1393 =(»  ���K� ��
 �C:CL9.   �$ v��1�9 � M1�� 	�$	�%&'�« =  G	�>0	/�
�(�� $	%&'�� =3��$ 13 M =7 =57 -86.         



 !�"�
 >�5 .� �&�� ��
� ����
	�- (�	�&9�( 4&7� � �4&5�.�6 4&7�) ... ��%
@�  55  

 

  =#�>� �:W2 �C� � �	��
 �A0	e #$	e )1399 =(»M�� ��&A� �!�(� �	K� ��" �$ J	A�&�� ��	�?   ���K� ��
. 
!�c 1� �	K� H6, ��
 �'	
�)L��:� الله�« =$ �$ ������� � !�(� =3��$ 25 M =6 =152 -161.         

  =#�:>� �C� )1401 =(»M�� +	&, ��� � �"�>�      #$	��� !�:>'�� $��;��� 	�
 ��(��� $	%&'� �C� ��	�?« =
����� �	�. $	�&��# ��	��
 � ��&� 	�# �	W�� ��C�� =3��$ 105 M =22 =59 -82.         

  =��
 ���� )1386 =( � �!"	 	�#  $	�%&'�#  �(��� �)8�9 =.    �����9 =�	�:-�" #����: �� �W�.  ��5���"   �� 
��
 ���� �	�� �9	�:�L9.        

  =��
 ���� )1393 =( � !"	� �(�� #$	%&'� #	�	��	&N4 :#  $	�%&'�#   ���� �	����  ���
 �)8�9 =.   #����
 =�	:-�"!�����  =��$����9: ��W�. �5���"  � ��
 ���� �	�� �9	�:�L9.       

  =�9	:A� ���70��A� )1400 =(»��	:� ��" �$ �&��;2 �;2 D:CL9« =����� 	�# '��2�  ���	' ���	 =3��$ 15 =
 M4 =71 -100.         

  =�CI�:� �:W2 )1398 =(»����� �" � M�� �::A9 �$ #��>��9 ���.  ����K�    �") ��(��� $	�%&'� #1�$����  ����
(�9	:C)� #	��50� �
 #�K� ��	A� 1� ��A�« =�(�� $	%&'� G	>0	/�� =3��$ 23 M =12 =1 -39.         

  L&"�= ��:� � C�� ����)2� )1402 =(»�	W�� ��4�� ���=� ��� v�	� �"c��� $�� ��� �$�.6 ��� �	���  ���
« =
NWC". $�� =��$3 54 M =20 =30 -41.        

  =���7;0 H��? )1398 =(»B�� � ���)9 H>I DC� 6���� �$ ��(�� v���8 �4��	�.    ���
 ����� �	���« =
�
 G	>0	/�:$	�� ��)9 ���� �(��� =3��$ 3 M =2 =311 -328.         

  w0 �1H*� =�� ���5�$ � )1398 =(»  !��c�K�� 1� ��(��� �,	2 G��	:&-� ��)C'  ( �) ����- الله�« =  G	�>0	/�
�(�� +(���� =3��$ 58 M =16 =155 -174.         

  =��WL� ���" � �	W2 �:���
� ��� )1396 =(»     ������ V���2 �$ ���	:� +�7�2� #��N:, !:0�YW�« = '���2� 
�&W4$�$# =3��$ 98 M =81 =201 -227.         

  =#��/� �Z9�� )1380 =(�K�# $	%&'� �	K� �
# �(�� =:����9 ���
.        
  �"�>� =#�)L� �:)L0��A� )1393 =(»M�� �5�$ ��	5� 1� ���(�� $	%&'� �$ ��
 �:�? ��	�?« =  !�"�>�

�(�� $	%&'�� =3��$ 11 M =6 =95 -118.         

  =���� �:2� )1396 =(» +	&, ��� � ����
�K��� 1�$��# )C�� $	%&'� �(���« =����� �	�.  $	��&��#   � ���&�
��	��
 	�# �	W�� ��C�� =3��$ 46 M =17 =37 -58.         

  =#$�%�� 	I��:)2 )1398 =(» +	&, �
 ��	�����K�.� �(��� ������ �:!"�6« =����� �	�.   � ���&� #$	�&��
��	��
 ��	W�� ��C� #	� =3��$ 73 M =19 =177 -196.        

  =#���� 	'c��
� =	I��:)2 =��)9 � �C� ���1 )1392 =(»���" ����
  � �	8� #$	%&'�3  �>0	/�) �:0�9 ��7
�. 
(��
 ���� �	�� � ��
 �:�? G��K� #$���« =����� �	�. �	)&8� ��"� =3��$ 2 M =1 =5 -23.         

  �2�� ) ��9�)L��:� =�L/
�1399 =(» +	&, �
	�1��s�$ �	�. �K��� 1�$��# )C�� $	%&'�  �(���� 1�  ��K�� 
v'�� ��4�� $	�&��# �
 �:,}9 	
 ���c# �	;W
 #��« =����� �	�. $	�&��# ��	��
 � ��&�  	��#   �	�W�� ���C�� =
3��$ 81 M =20 =303 -321.         
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  =#�'	
�:� #����)L��:� )1396 =(��c�$# �� �
�	�$�;# ��" &��;2�.��(�� ���� ��)9 :�' =         

  =#�'	
�:� #����)L��:� =�W2 =#1���� � �:L� ��C0��A� )1395 =(»    ���
 �:��? ��K�� 1� �&���;2 ��" 
�4��� �
 #���� 	
 �( �)  #	�”G	�	K� ��"“« = �� ����" $�
=  M36 =61 -86.         

  =�C��:� �C��)L� � �A&*� F�	�)  ��1397 =(»6���� � �
�*9 �$ ��	)&8� �::�9. ��
 ���� �	��« =  !�"�>�
5���"� � �	)&8�� =3��$ 37 M =10 =23 -38.         

  =#�K� �W2 	'c )1396 =(»���" ����
		�   �'���2 !:�%F? �'��2« =  �(��� V���2� =3��$ 54 M =14 =
97 -125.         

    /����= )L0��A�:�  � W2�)L�:� �	;C4 )1398 =(»&��;2 ��"�� h: &�W�= ��h ��� �  5���5h�  ��&A�)�   ��

�K�.� � $	�&8�:)&W�«( =����6. �����!  �� $�
# ���)�6. �����!(=  M2= 49 -71.          

=w�	� ���$�" )1392 =(���	' =���	' ��Q4#= $�1c �#  �C8)1(�K� � ����' : = E1 =)8�9. ��t ����   $����
����9 =#�:>� �:6�� �: $	%&'� #	:�$.     

  =#�)2��	� �)L� )1400 =(���
� ��"�  ��7
�»���$ 1� G	*� «1�2 �$3 w�	
 H'�9 �	 =�	�	� �	�.   ���	�?�	,
 =�?�� :����9V$	
 �	��  	56��$.        
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