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Abstract

Jameson has laid the foundation of his Political Hermeneutic on the assumption that the
unconscious might take social and historical connotations into its usual reference to
current individualized life. Any evidence of the social implications of the unconscious,
according to Jameson, is to look for its content rather than the form of cultural text.
Despite all the reliance Jameson puts on the notion of ‘reification’ and the socio-
historical connotations it may have for the production of cultural texts, it is still possible
in his view to detect, drawing on Freudian psychology, some faint traces of humanity
left in our socially alienated way of life under complicated dehumanizing effects of
present capitalist context — traces which are repressed, but not fully obliterated, beneath
cultural superstructure of late capitalism. We are here to investigate, by the way of a
dialectical reading through “The Political Unconscious” (1981), Jameson’s own
dialectical extensions of the unconscious from, its ordinary psychological sense to the
realm of mythology and literary criticism, as he aligns his own conception of History
first with the Lacanian notion of the Real, and then, with Althusser’s notion of
‘structural causality’. We will also see how History, the Real, or ‘absent cause’ is
discernible just after getting narratively textualized by ideology. At the end of our
venture to unveil the unconscious behind “The Political Unconscious”, we will see two
equivocal dimensions of The Political Hermeneutic: the relationship between History
and narrativization, on the one hand, and Jameson’s diachronically analyzing the
coincidence of non-synchronic-social-structures, on the other hand.
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Extended Abstract

Jameson has laid the foundation of his Political Hermeneutic on the assumption that the
unconscious might take social and historical connotations into its usual reference to
current individualized life. Any evidence of the social implications of the unconscious
is, according to Jameson, a look for the its content rather than the cultural text. To
describe the historical and social situation prevalent in the production of cultural texts,
Jameson insistently uses the Lukacsian concept of ‘reification’ synonymous with what
Max Weber defined as ‘rationalization’. Though the definition of these notions in
Jameson’s words may not be easily obtainable, there is no doubt it’s a mediatory role in
his view, as they are assumed to help explicate the tendency to social fragmentation,
cultural atomization, and Taylorization under monopoly Capitalism, on the one hand,
and psychological breakdown at the level of individual subjectivity, on the other. It is
with the accelerating pace of reification that the traces of human labor are increasingly
erased from the surface of commodity products, and human subjectivity is ever more
self-alienated. In spite of the escalating repression under the commodification processes
of human products and the current dehumanizing fetishization of the individual psyche,
it is still possible in Jameson’s view to detect some faint traces of humanity left in our
socially alienated way of life under complicated dehumanizing effects of present
capitalist context — traces which are repressed, but not fully obliterated, beneath cultural
superstructure of late capitalism. It is in such a quest to restore latent traces to the
surface of cultural products that Jameson has sought textual elements for stretching the
intentions of the unconscious to the politics, through Levi-Strauss' description of myths
as fictive resolutions to actual social dilemmas, and Northrop Frye's view of literature as
symbolic engagement with the common destiny. We are here to investigate, by the way
of a dialectical reading through “The Political Unconscious” (1981 [2021]), Jameson’s
own dialectical extensions of the unconscious from its ordinary psychological sense to
the realm of mythology and literary criticism, as he aligns his own conception of history
first with the Lacanian notion of the Real, and then, with Althusserian notion of
‘structural causality’. We will also see how history, the real, or ‘absent cause’ is
discernible just after getting narratively textualized by ideology. At the end of our
venture to unveil the unconscious behind “The Political Unconscious”, we see into two
equivocal dimensions of the Political Hermeneutic: the relationship between history and
narrativization, on the one hand, and Jameson’s diachronically analyzing the

coincidence of non-synchronic-social-structures, on the other.
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The immanent theoretical definition of temporality by Jameson has given his
framework of Political Hermeneutic a seemingly synchronic homogeneity, and the
credit granted within this framework to the mode of production as the final determining
instance of social formation seeks to avoid the charge of economism or vulgar Marxism
by designating it as the unity of the forces of production and the relations of production.
Such a designation equates the mode of production with the kind of totalizing social
structure that Althusser assumes to entangle economic constituents into noneconomic
dimensions of social life. But, beyond the feasibility of such an economic-based
definition of social life, and besides the way the economic substructure is in its turn to
be defined based on the modes of production, the major problem is how it would be
possible to account for the transition from one mode of production to another, while
each mode of production has been enclosed totally. Is it plausible to use the mode of
production both as a theoretical ground and a research goal? Is it possible, in other
words, to define the mode of production at the same time as part of a self-enclosed
contemporaneous structure, and as a temporal dynamic concept? On the one hand,
accounting for the transitional mode of production based on the dislocation between the
forces and relations of production might contradict Althusser’s synchronic structural
analysis of the modes of production (may not consist with his anti-teleological and non-
dynamic outlook); On the other hand, accounting for the synchronic relationship
between a mode of production and other levels of social structure might not be possible
without overlooking other coexisting modes at the same historical moment. Although
the latter assumption is not at all inconsistent with Jameson’s thesis on the simultaneity
of sedimentary, and arising social formations. It does not thoroughly comply with his
expectations about the Political Hermeneutic either. The most important of all his
expectations is to transcend the presumed distinction between the mode of production
held as a purely theoretical concept by most Marxists, and social formation as a
representation of some certain historical moment in the development of a society. Social
formation is preferably defined by Jameson as a structure behind some possible
relations between synchronically associative modes of production, and some other

necessary relations among diachronically successive modes of production.
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