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Abstract 

The book Historical Geography of the Persian Gulf by Pirooz Mojtahedzade was first 

published by University of Tehran Press in 1975. In 2013, the author made a new 

edition with “broad changes and additions” in the same publishing house. In this new 

edition, while surveying the historical geography of the Persian Gulf from ancient 

times until the contemporary period, the author has discussed about history and 

historical geography of the offshore territories of this sea. The current paper aims to 

have a critical review of the content and the form of this new edition. The outcome of 

this critical review shows that due to many problems such as the absence of a unique 

referring method, presenting false �sometimes fake and paradoxical contents, the 

ambiguity of the main subject, lack of proper sources, vast grammatical and 

typographic mistakes, incoherence and entanglement of contents, the disproportion of 

the main title with contents, conspiracy theory, anachronism and finally the lack of 

bibliography, index, and conclusion, this book is disqualified to be published by such 

a respected publisher. 
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Extended Abstract 

The book "Historical Geography of the Persian Gulf" written by Pirouz Mojtahedzadeh 

was first published in Tehran University Press in 1975. In 2012, the author published a 

new edition of the book "with extensive changes and additions" in 218 pages in the 

same publication. The book title and chapters show that the author's purpose for 

publishing a new edition of the book was to study the "Historical Geography of the 

Persian Gulf" from ancient times to the contemporary period, as well as to study the 

history and historical geography of the lands around the sea. Therefore, some chapters 

of the book are devoted to the study of the historical and political geography of the 

northern and southern lands of the Persian Gulf. The current paper aims to review and 

criticize the content, literature, and structure of the new edition of the "Historical 

Geography of the Persian Gulf". Unfortunately, in terms of structure and form, this 

book lacks a single referencing method, research background, result, reference list, and 

index. Moreover, its chapter division is disproportionate in such a way that some 

chapters are fewer than ten pages and some are more than forty pages. From the point of 

view of the content, the contents of the chapters are not comprehensive and exclusive, 

and the logic and connection between the titles of the chapters and their contents have 

not been observed. In addition, in the book, the research’s statement of the problem is 

not stated, and this issue has caused no innovation and unraveling of a scientific issue in 

the book. Therefore, the book is at most, a repeated version of other researchers' works. 

From the literary point of view, the book is in a state of disrepair in such a way that 

many of the historical and geographical announcements have been wrongly recorded. 

For example, the names of several Arab tribes are incorrectly recorded; For example, 

Bani Mo'in is written as Bani Ma'ani, and the names of the cities of Al-Ahsa and Al-

Qatif have been recorded in the form of Hessa and Qatf. Besides, there are more typos 

in the book than it might be, and many sentences of the book lack meaning. Some 

information, such as the analysis and combination of the word Musandam and its 

Iranian origin, the content of Dariush's inscription and the Iranian origin of the channel 

as well as its transfer to Oman have been repeated several times. A significant number 

of incorrect historical and geographical indexes, in addition to a large number of 

spelling, writing, and typographical errors, show that not only the book was not 

published under the supervision of a historian, but it also was not edited by a general 

editor. By content, the review of the "Historical Geography of the Persian Gulf" book 

shows that, contrary to the title of the book and its chapters, which focus is on the 

historical geography of the Persian Gulf, the authors make an effort to prove the 
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authenticity and validity of the name Persian for the sea; however, the Persian Gulf 

name is just a part. For this reason, for example, many stuffs related to the subject of the 

historical geography of the Persian Gulf, such as the historical geography of the islands 

and ports of the Persian Gulf, the formation of new countries in the contemporary 

period on the southern coast of the Persian Gulf, trade and shipping, the dispersion of 

ethnic groups and religions in the Persian Gulf, have been neglected. Moreover, in the 

book, there is no name of the water body of the Persian Gulf in the ancient and Islamic 

periods and the differences and similarities between them. Also, most of the contents in 

the book are contradictory, incorrect, and even fake, which provides reasons for 

misleading the audience. For example, the author has recorded many events and 

titles and people’s positions wrongly; see the example, he mentions the title of Abdul 

Aziz bin Saud as the ruler of Hejaz and for the time of Arab tribes' settlement on the 

shores of the Persian Gulf. Some actions have been attributed to the wrong people. 

Another example is that the author attributed the conquest of the coasts of the Persian 

Gulf to Abu Hurairah, while he had no role in the Arab conquests in the Persian Gulf, or 

he attributed the inscription of Hajar al-Rashid, belonging to the period of Ptolemy V, to 

Darius the Achaemenid. Also, he claims that Dariush, Jamshid, and Suleiman Nabi 

were the same person! In addition to the mentioned points, the author is caught in two 

important traps of historiography, i.e. anachronism and conspiracy theory, in such a way 

that he blames England for certain events, such as the settlement of Arab tribes in the 

Persian Gulf, it has taken in a period of nearly two thousand years, without mentioning 

any documents and used some modern concepts such as the nation-state and border 

without mentioning valid arguments and reliable evidence for the ancient period. All the 

faults of this book indicate that the book should not be published in such a situation and 

the trustees of Tehran University Publications By publishing this book have damaged 

their scientific reputation as an academic press. 
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