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Abstract

“Ecological University: A Feasible Utopia” is a translation of a book by Ronald
Barnett, a famous English university philosopher, published in 2018. This book
proposes a new idea for future universities based on the method of critical realism on
Bhaskar and Habermas's communicative action. Based on critical realism, he has
considered several ontological layers for the seven ecosystems in which we humans and
societies live and feel their presence in our lives. In his opinion, the university can
communicate with the existential layers of all seven ecosystems based on the
epistemological diversity within itself and based on the academic principles that make it
superior to these seven ecosystems, and establish a homogeneous relationship between
them in continuous back-and-forth between them, a relationship that is heterogeneous in
the current situation, and this heterogeneity endangers the life of the planet and our
ecosystem he has thrown it away. This paper tries to critique and examine the Persian
translation of this book in terms of content, methodology, appearance, and the sources
used.
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Extended Abstract

“Ecological University: A Feasible Utopia” is a philosophical work about the
university and its role in creating a sustainable ecosystem for the entire globe, which
many human and non-human activists and factors play a serious role in creating or
disrupting. The book “Ecological University: A Feasible Utopia” is the result of thirty
years of reflection and testing of many ways and analyses of various perspectives that
Ronald Barnett has achieved as a supporter of academic liberalism. This time with the
help of the approach of critical realism and Habermas' liberating action; approaches that
allow him to connect the university in the special fluidity of this institution, without
depriving it of its fundamental principles, with the seven ecosystems outside the
university can constantly correct and restore a knowledge aimed at the well-being and
establishment of the ecosystem. to produce sustainably and based on academic logic and
not under the dominance of the American market-oriented model to liberate humanity
from knots and subjugation, Barnett himself described the main idea of his book as
follows: “Ecological university represents an attack on academic structures such as an
entrepreneurial university or "corporate university" or even "digital university". The
ecological university is not just a structure next to other structures, but it is a form of
anti-university that consciously and carefully deals with the problems that the current
universities and on a wider level of the contemporary society display”. Based on this,
the ecological university adheres to the special principles of the university, but unlike
the Kantian model, it does not consider these principles to be rigid, influenced by
Bhaskar's critical realism approach and Habermas' communicative action. The book
"Ecological University: A Feasible Utopia”, was published in 2018 by Ronald Barnett,
a famous philosopher at the Institute of Education, University College London. Barnett
dedicated this book to his close friend Roy Bhaskar, philosopher and prominent theorist
of critical realism, who died in 2014. This book has 416 pages, including the indexes.
The end of the book was translated into Persian by Sina Bastani and Jabar Rahmani in
2017. In addition to the introduction, this book consists of three main sections with the
titles of the idea of the ecological issue (including 107 pages), the ecological university
(including 55 pages), and the ecological review (including 54 pages). This book is the
result of Barnett's lectures and articles between 2011 and 2018 and the previous books.
According to him, the discussion has been presented as a result of years of effective and
continuous dialogue with Roy Bhaskar based on the method of critical realism. He has
also benefited greatly from Habermas' views, especially regarding intellectual and
epistemological interests, the doctrine of emancipatory dialogues, and his criticisms of
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the dominant economic culture in the second half of the 20th century. According to
Barnett, true knowledge is deep knowledge, which must be achieved through effective
and continuous Habermasian-style conversations between scientists. These discussions
are closed in the current universities, which lack the necessary independence, and
therefore we cannot witness the production and development of real knowledge in them.
This is the sociological weakening that recent universities have been caught in. On the
other hand, universities suffer from the pain of epistemological weakening, which also
happens as a result of the lack of independence of the university. Barnett, to fix these
two defects (weaknesses) and achieve a liberating state, adopting policies such as
paying attention to a critical approach in developing curricula, introducing
interdisciplinary elements in university education, and paying attention to philosophical
and sociological perspectives is necessary for the idea of higher education in its liberal
sense, and not in the Kantian sense of the word- known. Barnett's claim in this book is
idealistic rather than factual. He does not pay attention to the intertwined constructions
of knowledge, government, and society, and by falsifying historical events and using the
metaphor of paradise lost or perhaps due to ignorance of history and the nature of the
relationship between knowledge and the university with external needs. He has
imagined a situation in which the Islamic Azad University of closed and ideological
governments can produce knowledge that is committed to the truth instead of being
committed to the government and society. This is the unattainable and even
unreasonable idea that Barnett has proposed in this book; an idea that Barnett has
distanced from in his book “Ecological University: A Feasible Utopia” .
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