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Abstract

“Cultural Anthropology in a Globalizing World” (forth edition, 2017) by Barbara
Miller is a text book with aim to introduce cultural anthropology for students. The first
chapter is about history and theory in cultural anthropology and the second chapter
about research method in this discipline. The next nine chapters written in order to three
axes including culture grounds, social organization, and symbolic systems. The last two
chapters consider two contemporary issues: movement and development. Miller has
made a good effort and innovations to appear a book which form tasteful and contents
engaging. In doing so, she uses of nine techniques that make book unique among other
textbooks in cultural anthropology. The strengths of book include: concrete engagement
of redear, learning anthropological thinking, seeing applied dimension of cultural
anthropology, introducing critical approaches, and providing contemporary changes in
the subjects of chapters. Some weak points of the book include: ignorance of some
contemporary theoretical currents, absence of a good discussion about the
representation and analysis of ethnographic date, and unequal accesses of readers to
additional packages of the book.

Keywords: Cultural Anthropology, Fieldwork, Culture, Globalization, Anthropolog.

« Associate Professor, Director of Research Core for Cultural Anthropology, University of Tabriz, Tabriz, Iran,
a.izadijeiran@tabrizu.ac.ir
Date received: 26/03/2024, Date of acceptance: 04/08/2024



Abstract 134

Extended Abstract

“Cultural Anthropology in a Globalizing World” (fourth edition, 2017) by Barbara
Miller is a textbook to introduce cultural anthropology for students, with a special focus
on the processes of globalization. In the opening chapter of the book, by reviewing the
history and theories of cultural anthropology, Miller presents competing theoretical
camps in response to the main questions of the field: biological determinism against
cultural constructionism; interpretive anthropology against cultural materialism; and
individual agency against structuralism. Then he explains the key concept of culture
based on the characteristics of difference with nature, symbols, education, integrated
whole, and interaction and cultural change. The second chapter is devoted to research
methods in cultural anthropology. The next nine chapters are written in order to three
axes including cultural grounds, social organization, and symbolic systems. Cultural
grounds include economic systems, reproduction and development, and illness and
healing. Economic Systems, chapter 3, is concerned with three issues: modes of
substance, modes of consumption and exchange, and globalization and changing
economies. In chapter 4, under the title of “Reproduction and Development”, some
important subjects such as modes of reproduction, culture and fertility, and personality
and life cycle are discussed. Chapter 5, “Disease, Illness, and Healing”, after
discussions about the concept of ethnomedicine, go on healing ways in different
cultures. Then Miller mentions three theoretical approaches in the study of health
systems: ecological/epidemiological approach, symbolic/interpretive approach, and
critical medical anthropology. The second part of the book considers the collective
organization of human life. Kinship and domestic life are the main subjects of chapter 6.
In all cultures, kinship is related to substance and reproduction. Then, Miller highlights
three foundations of inter-personal relations: descent, sharing, and marriage. Chapter 7,
“Social Groups and Social Stratification”, is attributed to those relationships and
collective organizations which go beyond the household, people who relate together
with a base other than kinship ties. In chapter 8, “Power, Politics, and Social Order”,
Miller defines politics as the organizational use of public power, rather than private
micro-politics of family and domestic groups. Anthropologists distinguish between two
dominant instruments in social control: norms and laws. Barbara Miller after showing
cultural grounds and collective organization, opens the third section which is about
intangible dimensions in human life or symbolic systems. Chapter 9, “Communication”,
is about communications and language, with reliance on linguistic anthropology and

cultural anthropology. Chapter 10 includes one of the important subjects in the
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discipline, “religion”. Miller gives a contemporary and comprehensive definition of
religion: beliefs and behaviors in relation to supernatural entities and forces. Symbolic
systems in this book end with “expressive culture” in chapter 11: as a broad sphere of
human behavior and thought which includes art, entertainment, and play. The last two
chapters consider two contemporary issues: movement and development. Miller has
made a good effort and innovations to produce a book which form be tasteful and
contents engaging. In doing so, she uses nine techniques that make the book unique
among other textbooks in cultural anthropology: learning objective, anthro connections,
culturama, anthropology works, thinking like an anthropologist, eye on the
environment, map program, in-text glossary, and thinking outside the box.

The strengths of the book include concrete engagement of the reader, learning
anthropological thinking, seeing the applied dimension of cultural anthropology,
introducing critical approaches, and providing contemporary changes in the subjects of
chapters. Some weak points of the book include ignorance of some contemporary
theoretical currents, absence of a good discussion about the representation and analysis

of ethnographic data, and unequal access of readers to additional packages of the book.
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