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Abstract

The present study was conducted with the aim of critically analyzing and comparing the
views of Paynar and Eisner in the field of curriculum. To achieve this goal, comparative
research method has been used. The field of research included all the sources, including
the books of these scientists, articles, studies and research related to the subject. The
research sample was selected purposefully so that sources with relevant and first-hand
materials are selected. The desired data was collected through a note-taking list and the
information was analyzed verbally, graphically and logically. Based on the findings of
the research, Paynar considers the curriculum as a cultural and political structure and
has paid attention to concepts such as phenomenology, neo-conceptualism and
internationalization of curricula, and Eisner has paid attention to aesthetics, artistic
education and the view of plurality and to the orientation in the development of
curricula, with a critical and comparative look at the macro views of these two scientists
in the field of curriculum. It can be concluded that the common point of view of these
two scientists is to pay attention to the real world in designing curricula, but their

distinction is Paynar's attention to theorizing in the field of curriculum with respect to
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the real world, and Eisner pays attention to the artistic and aesthetic point of view in

curriculum design.

Keywords: Curriculum, Theory, Eisner, Paynar, Critical Review.

Extended Abstract

The debate over whether the curriculum has the same disciplinary capabilities as other
well-known scientific fields or not is a matter that has its supporters and opponents.
However, Sharifian and Mehramohmadi (2013) by examining the different criteria of a
scientific field and examining the positive and negative opinions in this regard,
recognize the field of curriculum as a soft and lively field, practical and having
philosophical, social and organizational orientations. Among these criteria, the existence
of a wide variety of theorizing activities and theories is an important indicator in the
dynamics of the curriculum in the form of a discipline. The starting points and
conceptualization of curriculum theory, the existence of different typologies of
curriculum theory, as well as the formation of new trends in curriculum theorizing, are
among the cases that consider the curriculum field dynamic and alive in terms of
various theories and theories (Sharifian and Mehrmohammadi, 2014). Dogan (2014)
believes that without theory, the fields of social and human sciences, including
curriculum, will not progress. In the field of curriculum identity, there are various
theories, and in this field, many thinkers have written their opinions and there are huge
differences between their theories (Sharifian & Mehramohmadi, 2014). William Pinar
and Elliot Eisner are two thinkers in the field of curriculum studies, whose views on
curriculum are discussed in most of the sources, and each of the researchers has a
perspective on the ideas of these two. Andishmand has studied the curriculum in the
field of identity and essence (Sharifian, 2015; Mehrmohammadi, 2015). Therefore, it is
necessary to examine the scientific and original works of these two thinkers in order to
examine their views and deeply understand their ideas. Based on this, the purpose of
this article is to recognize and analyze, compare and criticize the theory of two famous
people in this field, William Pinar and Eliot Eisner aims to identify and analyze the
meaning and identity of the curriculum. To achieve this goal, comparative research
method has been used. The field of research included all the sources, including the
books of these scientists, articles, studies and research related to the subject. The
research sample was selected purposefully so that sources with relevant and first-hand
materials are selected. The desired data was collected through a note-taking list and the
information was analyzed verbally, graphically and logically. Based on the findings of
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the research, Paynar paid attention to the concept of understanding the curriculum with
"phenomenology". The phenomenological point of view makes educators have a critical
view in evaluating curriculum methods and the effect of these strategies for students.
Paynar also emphasized neo-conceptualism for his opposition to traditional views on
curriculum. According to Paynar, there is a deep relationship between place and history
in educational experiences and curricula, and presentism should be avoided. avoided in
the curriculum. But one of the most important concepts that Paynar paid attention to
was the internationalization of the curriculum. Eisner considered the foundation and the
most important point of view in the field of curriculum to pay attention to aesthetics and
art in this field. According to him, the view of education should be aesthetic and artistic.
Eisner believed that normative theories have a special place in the field of education and
can shape decisions in this field. Among his other beliefs are: Paying attention to the
experience of learners in learning, an artistic and evolutionary look at the curriculum
production process, looking at teaching and the teacher as art and artist, the participation
of the teacher and learners in developing curricula to reduce the gap between the
intended and acquired curriculum and setting up curricula with a pluralistic view were
pointed out. In the comparative and critical view of these two scientists, it can be briefly
stated that the common point of Eisner's and Paynar's ideas is that both examine
curriculum issues in the real world, the classroom, and human experiences. But their
difference is that Paynar (2007) intends to theorize by examining the real world of the
curriculum and wants to achieve a theory from the findings of the real world rather than
the body of knowledge of the curriculum and related theories which strengthen it. On
the other hand, Eisner introduces curriculum as a form of art. He considers the teacher
as an artist who understands qualities in the process of implementing the curriculum,
interprets them, makes judgments about them and according to these interpretations and
also the interpretation Learners constantly change the rhythm of their artistic practice.
According to the views of these two scientists, paying attention to the integration of
theory and practice in the field of curriculum and the participation of teachers and

learners is of special importance.
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